
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Wednesday,  May 9, 2012    9:15 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, 
Nesbitt, O'Brien, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, and Geiss. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to approve the minutes of the May 2, 2012 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HR 153 before the committee. 
 
HR 153 Johnson A resolution to encourage Michigan schools to offer foreign language 

classes in elementary school. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to report out HR 153 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Hobbs, and Rutledge, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

HR 153 reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair laid HR 148 before the committee. 
 
HR 148 Kurtz A resolution to encourage school boards throughout the state to establish 

policies that ensure that agricultural science courses count toward 
graduation. 

 
Representative O'Brien moved to report out HR 148 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Hobbs, and Rutledge, 



 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

HR 148 reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair laid HR 161 before the committee. 
 
HR 161 Hooker A resolution to memorialize the United States Congress to fully fund the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and provide the full amount 
authorized for special education funding to the state of Michigan. 

 
Representative Hooker testified in support of HR 161. 
 
Lisa Hansknecht, representing the Michigan Department of Education, testified in support of HR 
148, HR 153, and HR 161. 
 
Dave Stafford, representing the Michigan Education Association, submitted a testimony card in 
support of HR 161, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Shaughnessy moved to report out HR 161 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Hobbs, Rutledge, and Geiss, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

HR 161 reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair laid HJR JJ and HJR MM before the committee. 
 
HJR JJ Hughes Higher education; tuition; public universities to offer in-state tuition to 

honorably discharged veterans; require. 
 
HJR MM Hughes Higher education; tuition; in-district tuition rates for active service 

members and veterans; provide for. 
 
Representative Hughes testified in support of HJR JJ and HJR MM. 
 
Erin Schor, representing the Michigan Community College Association, testified in opposition to 
HJR MM.* 
 
Michael Boulus, representing the President's Council of State Universities, testified indicating a 
neutral position on HJR JJ and HJR MM. 
 

No action was taken on HJR JJ and HJR MM. 



 
Representative Brown moved to excuse absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Price, Bumstead, and Stallworth. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the time 
being 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair    Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
May 9, 2012 

________________________________    45 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
* indicates written materials submitted. 
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