
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Wednesday, May 11, 2011    8:30 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Scott, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Scott, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, 
Hughes, Nesbitt, O'Brien, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, and 
Geiss. 
 
Representative Franz moved to approve the minutes of the May 10, 2011 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and HB 4628 before the committee. 
 
HB 4625 Rogers Education; teachers; standards for achieving and retaining teacher 

tenure; revise, and make certain revisions to hearing procedures. 
 
HB 4626 Scott Education; teachers; discharge or demotion of a teacher on 

continuing tenure; revise permissible grounds for, change 
definition of demote, and limit length of time salary continues 
during suspension. 

 
HB 4627 O'Brien Education; teachers; effectiveness as determining factor when 

reduction of teachers is required; establish, and require mutual 
consent policy for teacher placement. 

 
HB 4628 Yonker Education; employees; additional prohibited subjects of bargaining 

for public school employees; provide for. 
 
The committee received a presentation by Dr. Rick Hess with the American Enterprise Institute. 
 
Todd Beard, representing himself, testified in support of HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and HB 
4628.* 
 
Michael Egren, representing himself, testified in support of HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and 
HB 4628.* 
 
Gary Collins, representing Collins and Blaha law, testified in support of HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 
4627, and HB 4628. 
 



Chris Glass, representing the Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce, testified in support of HB 
4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and HB 4628 and expressed concerns. 
 
Russell Pickell, representing the Flat Rock Community Schools, testified in support of HB 4625, 
HB 4626, HB 4627, and HB 4628.* 
 
Linda Myers, representing the Michigan Education Association, submitted a testimony card in 
opposition to HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and HB 4628, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Billie Wimmer, representing the Council of Charter School Authorizers, submitted a testimony 
card in support of HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and HB 4628, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Rutledge moved to excuse absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Price and Stallworth. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 10:25 a.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Paul Scott, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
May 11, 2011 

________________________________    1 hour 55 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
 
* indicates written material submitted. 
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