
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Wednesday, May 18, 2011    8:30 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Scott, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Scott, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, 
Hughes, Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, 
Rutledge, Stallworth, and Geiss. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the May 11, 2011 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and HB 4628 before the committee. 
 
HB 4625 Rogers Education; teachers; standards for achieving and retaining teacher 

tenure; revise, and make certain revisions to hearing procedures. 
 
HB 4626 Scott Education; teachers; discharge or demotion of a teacher on 

continuing tenure; revise permissible grounds for, change 
definition of demote, and limit length of time salary continues 
during suspension. 

 
HB 4627 O'Brien Education; teachers; effectiveness as determining factor when 

reduction of teachers is required; establish, and require mutual 
consent policy for teacher placement. 

 
HB 4628 Yonker Education; employees; additional prohibited subjects of bargaining 

for public school employees; provide for. 
 
Representative Franz moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HB 4625. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-5-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Scott, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Hughes, 
Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, and Yonker, 
 Nays:  Representatives Brown, Hobbs, Rutledge, Stallworth, and Geiss, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Franz moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4626. 



 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-3-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Scott, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Hughes, 
Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, Yonker, Rutledge, and Stallworth,  
 Nays:  Representatives Howze, Hobbs, and Geiss, 
 Pass:  Representative Brown. 
 
Representative Yonker moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HB 4627. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-3-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Scott, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Hughes, 
Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, Yonker, Howze, and Rutledge, 
 Nays:  Representatives Hobbs, Stallworth, and Geiss, 
 Pass:  Representative Brown. 
 
Representative Yonker moved to adopt substitute (H-3) to HB 4628. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-4-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Scott, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Hughes, 
Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, and Yonker, 
 Nays:  Representatives Howze, Hobbs, Stallworth, and Geiss, 
 Pass:  Representatives Brown and Rutledge. 
 
Bernard Taylor, representing the Grand Rapids Public Schools, testified and did not indicate a 
position on HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and HB 4628. 
 
Laurie Goodlock, representing the Stockbridge Community Schools, testified in support of HB 
4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and HB 4628. 
 
Kevin Harty, representing Thrun Law Firm, testified in support of HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, 
and HB 4628. 
 
Justin Ryckaert, representing himself, testified in support of HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and 
HB 4628. 
 
David Oravec, representing himself, testified in opposition to HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and 
HB 4628. 
 
Ed Clements, representing himself, testified in opposition to HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and 
HB 4628.* 



 
Lynnette Teller, representing herself, testified in opposition to HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and 
HB 4628. 
 
Jack Schneider, represent himself, testified in opposition to HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and 
HB 4628. 
 
Sally McNamara, representing herself, testified in opposition to HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, 
and HB 4628. 
 
Chuck Fellows, representing himself, testified in opposition to HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, 
and HB 4628. 
 
Nancy Damoose, representing Students First, testified in support of HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 
4627, and HB 4628. 
 
Robert LeFevre, representing the Macomb Intermediate School District, submitted a testimony 
card indicating a neutral position on HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and HB 4628. 
 
Ellen Hoekstra, representing the Michigan Association of School Social Workers, and the 
Michigan Association of School Principals, submitted a testimony card in opposition to HB 
4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and HB 4628, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Brad Biladeau, representing the Michigan Association of School Administrators, and the 
Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators, submitted a testimony card in 
support of HB 4625, HB 4626, HB 4627, and HB 4628. 
 
Dan Moore, representing himself, submitted a testimony card in support of HB 4625, HB 4626, 
HB 4627, and HB 4628, but did wish to speak. 
 
Representative Brown moved to adopt substitute (H-3) to HB 4625. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 7-12-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, Stallworth, and 
Geiss, 
 Nays:  Representatives Scott, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Hughes, 
Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Brown offered the following amendment to HB 4625 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 21, after "(1)" by striking out "BEFORE" and inserting "At 
least 30 days before". 
 



Representative Rutledge moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4625 (H-2). 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 7-12-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, Stallworth, and 
Geiss, 
 Nays:  Representatives Scott, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Hughes, 
Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Hughes moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 4625 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 3, line 22, after "observations" by inserting "held at least 30 
CALENDAR days apart". 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 8-5-6. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Scott, Hooker, Crawford, Heise, Hughes, Price, Rutledge, and 
Stallworth, 
 Nays:  Representatives McMillin, Franz, Brown, Darany, and Geiss, 
 Pass:  Representatives Nesbitt, O'Brien, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Howze, and Hobbs. 
 
Representative Hughes offered the following amendments to HB 4625 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 5, line 20, after "TO" by striking out "SECTION 1A" and inserting 
"SECTIONS 1A AND 1B". 
 2. Amend page 9, following line 5, by inserting:  
 "SEC. 1B. IF A TEACHER ON CONTINUING TENURE HOLDS A 
PARTICULAR TEACHING CERTIFICATE, ENDORSEMENT ON THE TEACHING 
CERTIFICATE, OR GRADE LEVEL CERTIFICATION INCLUDED IN THE 
TEACHING CERTIFICATE AT THE TIME HE OR SHE ACHIEVES CONTINUING 
TENURE AND SUBSEQUENTLY ALLOWS TO LAPSE OR NULLIFIES THAT 
TEACHING CERTIFICATE, ENDORSEMENT ON THE TEACHING CERTIFICATE, 
OR GRADE LEVEL CERTIFICATION INCLUDED IN THE TEACHING 
CERTIFICATE, THE CONTROLLING BOARD MAY DISMISS THE TEACHER 
FROM HIS OR HER EMPLOYMENT IF EITHER OF THE FOLLOWING 
CIRCUMSTANCES EXISTS: 
 (A) THE CONTROLLING BOARD DOES NOT HAVE AVAILABLE A 
TEACHING POSITION FOR WHICH THE TEACHER CURRENTLY HOLDS A 
VALID TEACHING CERTIFICATE, ENDORSEMENT ON THE TEACHING 
CERTIFICATE, OR GRADE LEVEL CERTIFICATION INCLUDED IN THE 
TEACHING CERTIFICATE. 
 (B) THE POSITION TO WHICH THE OFFICIALS OF THE CONTROLLING 
BOARD WANT TO ASSIGN THE TEACHER IS A POSITION THAT REQUIRES A 



VALID TEACHING CERTIFICATE, ENDORSEMENT ON THE TEACHING 
CERTIFICATE, OR GRADE LEVEL CERTIFICATION INCLUDED IN THE 
TEACHING CERTIFICATE THAT THE TEACHER HAS ALLOWED TO LAPSE OR 
HAS NULLIFIED.". 
 
Representative Hughes moved to adopt the amendments to HB 4625 (H-2). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-2-6. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Scott, Hooker, Crawford, Heise, Hughes, Nesbitt, O'Brien, 
Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, and Rutledge,  
 Nays:  Representatives McMillin, and Franz, 
 Pass:  Representatives Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Stallworth, and Geiss. 
 
Representative Yonker moved to report out HB 4625 as substitute (H-4) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-4-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Scott, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Hughes, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, and Yonker, 
 Nays:  Representatives Howze, Hobbs, Stallworth, and Geiss, 
 Pass:  Representatives Hooker, Brown, Darany, and Rutledge. 
 

HB 4625 (H-4) reported out with recommendation. 
 
The committee went at ease at 10:35 a.m. 
 
The committee reconvened at 3:15 p.m. 
 
Representative Hobbs offered the following amendment to HB 4626 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 9, after "for" by striking out "A REASON THAT IS NOT 
ARBITRARY AND CAPRICIOUS" and inserting "reasonable and just cause". 
 
Representative Brown moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4626 (H-1). 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 5-12-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Brown, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, and Geiss, 
 Nays:  Representatives Scott, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Hughes, 
Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, 
 Pass:  None. 
 



Representative Hughes offered the following amendment to HB 4626 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 3, line 11, after "90" by inserting "CALENDAR". 
 
Representative Hughes moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4626 (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-1-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Scott, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Hughes, 
Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Rutledge, and Geiss, 
 Nays:  Representative Hobbs, 
 Pass:  Representatives Brown, Darany, and Howze. 
 
Representative Franz moved to report out HB 4626 as substitute (H-2) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-3-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Scott, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Hughes, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, and Yonker 
 Nays:  Representatives Howze, Hobbs, and Geiss, 
 Pass:  Representatives Hooker, Brown, Darany, and Rutledge. 
 

HB 4626 (H-2) reported out with recommendation. 
 
Representative Brown offered the following amendments to HB 4627 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 3, line 2, by striking out all of subsection (4) and inserting:  
 "(4) AS USED IN THIS SECTION: 
 (A) "BOARD" INCLUDES THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF A PUBLIC 
SCHOOL ACADEMY. 
 (B) "SCHOOL DISTRICT" MEANS A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR A PUBLIC 
SCHOOL ACADEMY. 
 (C) "SCHOOL PRINCIPAL" MEANS THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR IN 
CHARGE OF THE DAILY OPERATIONS OF A SCHOOL.". 
 2. Amend page 5, following line 12, by inserting:  
 "(3) AS USED IN THIS SECTION: 
 (A) "BOARD" INCLUDES THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF A PUBLIC 
SCHOOL ACADEMY. 
 (B) "SCHOOL DISTRICT" MEANS A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR A PUBLIC 
SCHOOL ACADEMY.". 
 
Representative Howze moved to adopt the amendments to HB 4627 (H-2). 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 7-11-1. 



 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, Stallworth, and 
Geiss, 
 Nays:  Representatives Scott, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Hughes, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, and Yonker, 
 Pass:  Representative Hooker. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to report out HB 4627 as substitute (H-2) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-5-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Scott, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Hughes, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, and Yonker 
 Nays:  Representatives Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, and Geiss, 
 Pass:  Representatives Hooker, Rutledge, and Stallworth. 
 

HB 4627 (H-2) reported out with recommendation. 
 
Representative Yonker moved to report out HB 4628 as substitute (H-3) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-6-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Scott, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Hughes, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, and Yonker, 
 Nays:  Representatives Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, and Geiss, 
 Pass:  Representative Hooker, and Stallworth. 
 

HB 4628 (H-3) reported out with recommendation. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 3:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Paul Scott, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
May 18, 2011 

________________________________    2 hours 15 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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