
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Wednesday,  June 6, 2012    9:15 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, 
Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, and Geiss. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to approve the minutes of the May 30, 2012 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5451, HB 5456, HB 5534, and HB 5645 before the committee. 
 
HB 5451 McBroom Education; graduation requirements; Michigan merit curriculum; revise. 
 
HB 5456 Johnson Education; graduation requirements; completion of certain vocational 

technical or career and technical education in lieu of certain state high 
school diploma requirements; allow. 

 
HB 5534 Potvin Education; curricula; certain requirements for high school diploma; modify 

and eliminate foreign language requirements. 
 
HB 5645 Nesbitt Education; curricula; opt-out provision for foreign language and algebra II 

requirements for high school diploma; provide for pupils meeting certain 
alternative requirements. 

 
Don Olendorf, representing the Michigan Industrial Technology Education Society, submitted a 
testimony card in support of HB 5645, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Don Olendorf, representing the Michigan Small and Rural Schools Association and the School 
Equity Caucus, submitted a testimony card in support of HB 5659, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Hooker assumed the Chair at 9:45 a.m. 
 
The following testified in support of HB 5451, HB 5456, HB 5534, and HB 5645: 
 
Rebecca Park and Renee McCauley, representing Michigan Farm Bureau, 
Joseph Ankley, representing Lapeer County Farm Bureau, 
Charles Scovill, representing Clinton County Farm Bureau. 
 
Representatives Lyons resumed the Chair at 10:10 a.m. 
 
Wendy ZDeb-Roper, and Mark Thomas, representing the Michigan Association of Secondary School 



Principals, testified on HB 5451, HB 5456, HB 5534, and HB 5645. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in support of HB 5451, HB 5456, HB 5534, and HB 
5645, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Amelia Miller, representing Michigan Farm Bureau, 
Gordon Endsley, representing himself, 
David Lighter, representing the Jackson County Farm Bureau, 
Kirk Heinze, representing Michigan Farm Bureau, 
Dennis Pennington, representing Hasting FFA and Michigan Farm Bureau, 
Alexander, Nathan, and Karen Scovill, representing themselves, 
Jake Wamhoff, representing the Ingham County Farm Bureau, 
Holly Schaeffer, representing the Eaton County Farm Bureau, 
Floyd Beneker, representing Michigan Farm Bureau, 
Bill wheeler, representing the Ingham County Farm Bureau. 
 
Amy Cell, representing the Michigan Department of Education, submitted a testimony card in 
opposition to HB 5451, HB 5456, HB 5534, and HB 5645, but due to time was not able to speak. 
 
Rich Studley, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, submitted a testimony card 
concerning HB 5451, HB 5456, HB 5534, and HB 5645, but due to time was not able to speak. 
 
Sue Carnell, representing Westwood Community School District, submitted a testimony card in 
opposition to HB 5451, HB 5456, HB 5534, and HB 5645, but due to time was not able to speak. 
 

No action was taken on HB 5451, HB 5456, HB 5534, and HB 5645. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5659, SB 637, and HB 4934 before the committee. 
 
HB 5659 Yonker Education; school districts; third-party accrediting of schools; allow, and 

provide that department establish list of approved private accreditors. 
 
SB 637 Kahn Education; school districts; public school students to recite the "Pledge of 

Allegiance"; mandate. 
 
HB 4934 Cotter Education; school districts; opportunity for students to recite the "Pledge of 

Allegiance" in public schools each school day; require. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5659. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, and Geiss, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Franz moved to report out HB 5659 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 



 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, and Geiss, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

HB 5659 (H-1) reported out with recommendation. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to SB 637. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-1-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, and Rutledge, 
 Nays:  Representative Brown, 
 Pass:  Representative Geiss. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to report out SB 637 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-2-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Darany, and Howze, 
 Nays:  Representatives Hobbs, and Geiss, 
 Pass:  Representatives Brown, and Rutledge. 
 

SB 637 (H-1) reported out with recommendation. 
 
Representative Franz moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4934. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, and Geiss, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representative Brown. 
 
Representative Price offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 4934 (H-1): 
 
  1. Amend page 2, following line 4, by inserting: 
  "(4)  AS USED IN THIS SECTION, "PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO 



THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES" OR "PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE" MEANS 
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG PRESCRIBED IN 4 USC 4.". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Darany, Howze, Rutledge, and Geiss, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representatives Brown and Hobbs. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to report out HB 4934 as substitute (H-2) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-1-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Darany, Howze, and Rutledge, 
 Nays:  Representative Geiss, 
 Pass:  Representatives Brown and Hobbs. 
 

HB 4934 (H-2) reported out with recommendation. 
 
Representative Brown moved to excuse absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Bumstead and Stallworth. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the time 
being 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair    Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
June 6, 2012 

________________________________    1 hour 15 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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