
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Tuesday, November 13, 2012    1:00 p.m.           307 House Office Building 
 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, McMillin, Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, 
Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Howze, Rutledge, and Geiss. 
 
Representative Geiss moved to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2012 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 6004 before the committee. 
 
HB 6004 (Lyons) Education; other; education achievement authority; establish as 

part of public education system and provide for its powers and 
duties, and establish process for redeployment of unused public 
school buildings. 

 
Bill Rustem, representing the Governor's Office, testified in support of HB 6004. 
 
John Covington, Chancellor of the Education Achievement Authority, testified in support of HB 
6004. 
 
Jordyn Allen and Trumeji Smith, students at Nolan, and Josh Davis a student at Henry Ford, 
testified and took questions from committee members. 
 
Arletha Brown and Deborah Bulock, representing themselves testified in support of HB 6004. 
 
Emily Trout, Cassie Kessler, Robert Hines, and Michael Bagley, teachers at an Education 
Achievement Authority School, testified in support of HB 6004.  
 
Angela Underwood, representing herself, testified on HB 6004. 
 
John Austin, Marianne McGuire, and Casandra Ulbrich, representing the Michigan State Board of 
Education, testified in opposition to HB 6004. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to HB 6004 wishing to speak, but due 
to time were not able: 
 
Tracy Peters, representing herself,* 
Fern Katz, representing Southfield Public Schools,* 



Brooke Harris, an Education Achievement Authority teacher, 
Helen Moore, representing Keep the Vote Coalition, 
Rebecca Martusewicz, a faculty member at Eastern Michigan University,  
Russ Bellant, representing himself,* 
Tom Pedroni, a faculty member at Wayne State University, 
Maiyoua Vang, representing herself,* 
Mary Wood, representing herself, 
Teresa Marhofer, representing Michigan PTA,* 
Barb Anness, representing herself, 
Jeff Lauth, representing Rochester Community Schools, 
David Michelson, representing the Michigan Education Association, 
Chris Greig, representing Farmington Public Schools,* 
Chris Brown, representing Birmingham Public Schools, 
Christine Stead, representing the Washtenaw Alliance for Education and the Ann Arbor Public 
School Board.* 
 
Mary Mason, representing herself, submitted a testimony card wishing to speak on HB 6004, but due 
to time was not able. 
 
Representative Brown moved to excuse absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Crawford, Franz, Heise, Bumstead, Hobbs, 
and Stallworth. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the time 
being 4:45 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair    Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
November 13, 2012 

________________________________    3 hours 45 minutes  
Date Approved and Signed 
 
* indicates written materials submitted. 
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