
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Wednesday, November 28, 2012   9:15 a.m.           519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, 
Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, Stallworth, 
and Geiss. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to approve the minutes of the November 13, and the November 19, 
2012 meetings. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HR 311 before the committee. 
 
HR 311 (Shirkey) A resolution to express support for the Eaton Rapids School 

District and its plan for a Small School Nature Academy. 
 
Representative Shirkey testified in support of HR 311. 
 
Representative Shaughnessy moved to report out HR 311 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, O'Brien, 
Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Darany, Rutledge, and Stallworth,  
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representatives Brown, Hobbs, and Geiss. 
 

HR 311 reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5776 before the committee. 
 
HB 5776 (Stapleton) Education; school districts; written parental consent to place 

student in a classroom with a teacher rated ineffective on most 
recent year-end evaluation; require. 

 
Representative Stapleton testified in support of HB 5776. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to HB 5776, but did not wish to 



speak: 
 
Emily Laidlaw, representing the Michigan School Administrator and the Michigan Association 
of Intermediate School Administrators, 
Debbie Squires, representing the Michigan Elementary and Middle School Principals 
Association, 
Jennifer Smith, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards, 
Robert Lefevre, representing the Macomb Intermediate School District, 
Jim Ballard, representing Education Trust Midwest. 
 

No action was taken on HB 5776. 
 
The Chair laid HB 6004 before the committee. 
 
HB 6004 (Lyons) Education; other; education achievement authority; establish as 

part of public education system and provide for its powers and 
duties, and establish process for redeployment of unused public 
school buildings. 

 
Harrison Blackwood, representing Democrats for Education Reform, testified in support of HB 
6004. 
 
Steve Vagnozzi, representing himself, testified in opposition to HB 6004. 
 
Rod Rock, Superintendent at Clarkston Community Schools, testified in opposition to HB 6004. 
 
Susan Smith, representing the League of Women Voters of Michigan, testified in opposition to 
HB 6004. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to HB 6004, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
Emily Laidlaw, representing the Michigan School Administrator and the Michigan Association 
of Intermediate School Administrators, 
Jennifer Smith, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards,* 
Angels Wilson, representing herself, 
Lisa Hansknecht, representing Oakland Schools, 
Dean Bolton, representing himself, 
Elizabeth Welch Lykin, representing herself.* 
 

No action was taken on HB 6004. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to excuse absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Bumstead. 



 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the time 
being 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair    Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
November 28, 2012 

________________________________    1 hour 15 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
* indicates written material submitted. 
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