
 

 

 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Wednesday, December 5, 2012  9:15 a.m.           519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, 
Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Bumstead, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, 
and Geiss. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Representative Stallworth. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1239 before the committee. 
 
SB 1239 (Hildenbrand) Education; financing; strict discipline academy access to long-term 

borrowing abilities; provide for. 
 
Fred Schaible with Senator Hildenbrand's office testified in support of SB 1239. 
 
Representative Nesbitt moved to report out SB 1239 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, and Geiss,  
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

SB 1239 reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1051 before the committee. 
 
SB 1051 (Hune) Education; board members; board members to abstain from voting 

on financial issues or contracts when a conflict of interest exists; 
require. 

 
Senator Hune testified in support of SB 1051. 
 
Deb Drick, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1051. 
 



 

 

Jennifer Smith, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards, testified in opposition to 
SB 1051. 
 
The committee went at ease at 9:33 a.m. 
 
The committee reconvened at 9:46 a.m. 
 
The Chair laid SB 620 before the committee. 
 
SB 620 (Robertson) Education; public school academies; conversion schools; provide 

for. 
 
Senator Robertson, Erika Farley, and Ann Blankenhorn, testified in support of SB 620. 
 
Andy Solon, representing Students First, testified and answered questions concerning SB 620  
 
Brad Biladeau, representing the Michigan Association School Administrators, and the Michigan 
Association of Intermediate School Administrators, testified in opposition to SB 620. 
 
Russ Bellant, representing himself, testified in opposition to SB 620. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to SB 620, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Nancy Campbell, representing Romeo Community Schools, 
Steven Norton, representing Michigan Parents for Schools, 
Robert Lefevre, representing the Macomb Intermediate School District, 
Louise Somalski, representing the American Federation of Teachers of Michigan, 
Rusty Merchant, representing the Grand Rapids Public Schools. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in support of SB 620, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Alicia Urbain, representing the Michigan Association of Public School Academies, 
Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, 
Tamara Jones, and Brian Love, representing the Detroit Parent Network, 
Beth DeShone, representing the Great Lakes Education Project. 
 
Representative McMillin moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to SB 620. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-1-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Bumstead, and Rutledge,  
 Nays:  Representative Geiss, 
 Pass:  Representatives Brown, Darany, Howze, and Hobbs. 
 



 

 

Representative O'Brien offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to SB 620 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 47, line 10, after "ONCE" by inserting a comma and "AND NOT 
MORE THAN 2 SIGNATURES MAY BE COUNTED PER PUPIL". 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Bumstead, Rutledge, and Geiss,  
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representatives Brown, Darany, Howze, and Hobbs. 
 
Representative O'Brien offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to SB 620 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 51, line 26, after "STATE" by inserting "AND RECOGNIZED BY 
THE PUPIL'S SCHOOL AS BEING THE PUPILS'S LEGAL GUARDIAN". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 16-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Bumstead, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, and Geiss,  
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representatives Brown and Rutledge. 
 
Representative McMillin moved to report out SB 620 as substitute (H-3) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-7-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, and Yonker,  
 Nays:  Representatives Bumstead, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, and 
Geiss, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

SB 620 (H-3) reported out with recommendation. 
 
The committee went at ease at 10:20 a.m. 
 
The Chair adjourned the committee from the House Floor at 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 



 

 

Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair    Ben Cook 
Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
December 5, 2012 

________________________________    1 hour 5 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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