
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Wednesday,  December 7, 2011   9:00 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative McMillin, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives McMillin, Hooker, Crawford, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, 
Shaughnessy, Yonker,  Lyons, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, and Geiss. 
 
Representative Crawford moved to approve the minutes of the November 30, 2011 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 619 before the committee. 
 
SB 619 Colbeck Education; public school academies; certain requirements and limitations on 

authorizing cyber schools; revise. 
 
Michael Barbour, representing Wayne State University, testified in opposition to SB 619. 
 
Bryan Klochack, Carrie Yunge, with Ben, Noah, Abigael, and Sarah Hodsdon, representing Connections 
Education, testified in support of SB 619. 
 
Karen McPhee, representing Ottawa Area Superintendents, testified in opposition to SB 619. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to SB 619, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Rebecca Rocho, representing Barry, Branch, and Calhoun Intermediate School Districts, 
Terrance Lunger, representing the Calhoun Intermediate School District, 
Judy Allen, representing the Oakland County Superintendents, 
David Randels, representing the Association of Intermediate School Administrators, 
Don Wotruba, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards, 
Brad Biladeau, representing the Michigan Association of School Administrators, 
Chris Wigent, representing the Wayne Regional Education Service Agency, 
Steve Cook, representing the Michigan Education Association, 
Robert Colby, representing the Lewis Cass Intermediate School District, 
Joe Lopez, representing the Branch Intermediate School District, 
Barbara Marshall, representing the St Joseph County Intermediate School District. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to SB 619, but due to time was not able to 
speak: 
 
Jerry Johnson, representing Genesee Intermediate School District, 
Lisa Hansknecht, representing the Michigan Department of Education, 
Jeff Mills, representing the ESA Legislative Group, 
Anita Bartschat, representing Northville Public Schools, 
Vicki Markavitch, representing Oakland County Schools. 
 
Dan Quisenberry and Billie Wimmer, representing the Michigan Association of Public School Academies and 



the Authorizers Council, submitted a card in support of SB 619, but due to time was not able to speak. 
 
Representative Geiss moved to excuse absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Bumstead and Stallworth. 
 
The committee went at ease at 10:30 a.m. 
 
The Chair adjourned the committee from the House floor at 5:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Tom McMillin, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
December 7, 2011 

________________________________     1 hour 30 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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