
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Tuesday, December 6, 2011                     4:00 p.m.                 Room 519 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Education was called to order by the Chair, Representative 
McMillin.   
 
Members present: Reps. McMillin, Crawford, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, Yonker, 
Lyons, Bumstead, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, Stallworth and Geiss. 
Members absent/excused: Representative Hooker and Shaughnessy. 
 
Representative Franz moved to excuse the absent members from the meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 619 before the committee: 
 
SB 619 Colbeck Education; public school academies; certain requirements and 

limitations on authorizing cyber schools; revise. 
 
Senator Colbeck explained his bill to the committee members. Questions and discussion  
followed. 
 
The following testified in support of SB 619: 
 
Stephanie Hargens, representing Michigan Virtual Charter Academy 
Brian Kevelin, as a parent of a student in the Michigan Virtual Charter Academy 
 
Chris Stephens, representing the Hopkins Public School, testified in opposition to the SB 619. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards on SB 619, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference (support) 
Joe Urban (Clark-Hill Attorney), representing the Michigan Virtual Charter Academy Board 
(support) 
Thomas Svitkovick, representing the Tri-County Alliance (oppose) 
 
The following submitted written material. 
 
Stephanie Hargens, representing the Michigan Virtual Charter Academy 
Del Chenault, representing Clark Hill 
Chris Stephens, Superintendent of Hopkins Public Schools 



 
 
 

Mary Tolle, Michigan Virtual Charter Academy 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 5:10 
p.m. 
 
Representative Tom McMillin, 
Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
David C. Mead, Committee Clerk 
House Education Committee 
(517) 373-2013 
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