MAPSA

Michigan Association of Public School Academies 105 V\éAlleggg
uite

Lansing, MI 48933
517.374.9167 p
517.374.9197 f

www.charterschools.org

November 29, 2011
Dear Lawmaker:

We, the undersigned charter school educators from throughout Michigan, want you to know the
truth about our schools and the work being done there.

Contrary to what you might have heard, our students perform at an extremely high level, in most
cases ahead of those in places where we were established. We educate students of all levels and
abilities, including special education students. We don’t discriminate against any type of student,
no matter their circumstance or situation. Our students work hard, our teachers and
administrators work hard, and we get results.

We’re not taking money from the traditional public schools any more than they’re taking money
from us. We’re able to get better results than many traditional public schools despite receiving
far less per pupil. We are working toward excellence for all our children. The notion that charter
schools are just in it for the money is insulting to us and to our students.

While others are focusing on what’s best for the grown-ups, we’re focusing on what’s best for
the kids.

Before you believe what you might be hearing about charter schools, we invite you to visit one
of our schools. We guarantee you’ll be impressed.

Sincerely,

Melanie Laber
FlexTech High School

Laura Wass
Hanley International Academy

Jessica Biehl
Trillium Academy

Rebecca Bearden
Trillium Academy

Mohammed Alsanai
Frontier International Academy

H. Hasina Murphy
DuBois Preparatory Academy
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The Staff at Advanced
Technology Academy

Scott Cairo
Washington-Parks Academy,
Cornerstone Charter Schools

Sibyl Collins Wilson
Bradford Academy

Kim Schoenknecht
GEE - White Academy

G. Wayne Watkins
Center Academy

Amy Adkins Bock
Plymouth Educational
Center

Beth Marshall
Trillium Academy

Chuck & Shelley Stockwell
Charyl Stockwell Academy

Elizabeth Parks
Plymouth Education Center

Mistina Clark
Great Lakes Academy

Ilene Lee
Plymouth Educational
Center

Mark Navarro
Plymouth Educational
Center

Jeff Zdonkiewicz
Plymouth Educational
Center

Jeffrey Lowery
Plymouth Educational
Center

Whitney Walters
GEE Edmonson Academy —
Detroit

Jose Afonso
SABIS Educational Systems

Christopher Plum
Great Lakes Academy

Kenny Lee
Great Lakes Academy

Matt Saunders
Northwest Academy

Jeremi Washington
Plymouth Educational
Center

Janel Takacs
Trillium Academy

Deborah A. Bryant, M.Ed
George Washington Carver

Travis Thomsen
West Michigan Academy of
Arts and Academics

Alicia Baron
Trillium Academy

Kristine Blanchett
Parapro for an autistic child

Asha Washington
Aisha Shule/WEB DuBois
Prep

Sydney Wissman
Merritt Academy

Danielle Kidder
Hanley International
Academy

Katherine Patrico
GEE White Academy -
Detroit

Jennifer Gibson
Victory Academy

Suezane Hammoud
Riverside Academy East

Waleed El-Ayoubi

Katie Gunn
Star International Academy

Naomi Marbry
Cornerstone Charter Schools

Laura Moellering
CS Partners

Alonzo Terry
Pontiac Academy for
Excellence

Renee Hudson
Pontiac Academy for
Excellence

Melissa Konen
Washington Parks Academy,
Cornerstone Charter School

Destiny Edwards
WEB Dubois Prep Academy

Susan Kelsey- Brewton
WEB Dubois Prep Academy

Aisha Shule
WEB Dubois Prep Academy

Jazaleh Fakhreddine
Stephanie Hargens

Michigan Virtual Charter
Academy



Matt Saunders
Northwest Academy

Barry Hawthorne
Advanced Technology
Academy

David Patterson
Woodward Academy

Cindy Themm
Northwest Academy

Chris Martin
Northwest Academy

Kimberly Rapanos
Academic and Career
Education Academy

C. Dennis Simpson Ed.D
Oakland Academy

John Vannieuwenhuyzen
Threshold Academy

Carolyn Silas
Center Academy

Beverly A. Baroni
Clara B. Ford Academy

Pam Duffy

New Branches School

Lisa K. Thursam
GEE- Edmonson Academy

Matthew Bielak
The Dearborn Academy

Wilhelmina Hall
Chandler Park Academy

Rick Jacobi
Arts Academy in the Woods

George McManus
Countryside Academy

Carlie Lockwood
Michigan Educational
Personnel Services

Maria Anderson

Mary Packard
Ann Arbor Learning
Community

Ebony Sankofa
Nsoroma Institute PSA

Stacie Bommersbach
Holly Academy

Thomas Willis
Cornerstone Charter Schools

Gabriela Gui
University Prep Science and
Math High School

Waseem Younis
The Dearborn Academy

Renee Arnot
American Montessori
Academy

Kuei-Lan Cheng
Plymouth Educational
Center

Holly Adcox
Renaissance Public School
Academy

Nawal Hamadeh

Star International Academy
Universal Academy
Universal Learning
Academy

Noor International Academy

Mrs. Shannon Maguire
Flagship Charter Academy

Amy Pogorzelski
American Montessori
Academy

Rebecca Munson
Riverside Academy West

Yolanda Urquhart

John C. Romine
Merritt Academy
Hanley International
Academy

Madison Academy
Trillium Academy
Intervention Academy

Arthur Voisin,
Weston Academy

Claudia Williamson
National Heritage
Academies

Rebecca Peters
Taylor Exemplar Academy

Victoria Miller
University Prep Science &
Math Middle School

Khalid Almasnaah
Bridge Academy West

Sue Hofbauer
Honey Creek Community
School

Richard Enright
Henry Ford Academy

Nola Batch President
Endeavor Charter Academy

Mrs. Carey L. Shemes
Woodland Park Academy



Judy Allen
Taylor International
Academy

Laura Moellering
CS Partners

Laura Crump
Cross Creek Charter
Academy

Susan Diehl
Eaton Academy

Patrick J. Cwayna, Sr.
West Michigan Aviation
Academy

Susan Blaquiere
Bradford Academy

Zakia Farhad
Frontier International
Academy

John McGonigle
Choice Schools Associates
Hillsdale Preparatory School

Karen Anderson
North Star Academy

Mike Niedballa
Michigan Collegiate High
School

Kristy Taylor
Tyler Buitenwerf
Creative Technologies

Academy

Chuck Meredith

Conner Creek Academy East

Andrew DeVries
Grand River Preparatory
High School

Mark Talbot
Huron Academy

Sharon Taylor
Northpointe Academy

Gary Stutzman
Northwest Academy

Barbara Smith
Jalen Rose Leadership
Academy

Nicole Young
Prevail Academy

Debbie Craddock
Trillium Academy

Sylvia Green
David Ellis Academy

Ted Lang
Quest Charter Academy

Diane Vance
CS Partners

Sylvia Brooks
Great Lakes Academy

Hala Hamka
Star International Academy

Daryl Vriesenga
Vanguard Charter Academy

Mark Talbot
Huron Academy

Christine Tizedes
Hanley International
Academy

Sue Kissinger
Northwest Academy

Dr. Naji Abduljaber
Bridge Academy

Christine M. Harris
Gaudior Academy

Mary Jane Grunch
Northwest Academy

Brad Henry
Morey Public School
Academy

Frederick J. Borowski
Taylor International
Academy

Paul Rhude
Landmark Academy

David J. Price
Charyl Stockwell Academy

DeBorah Holt-Foster
ACE Academy

Laura Polk
Hanley International
Academy

Jennifer Wilkins
American Montessori
Academy

Patty Wood
Grand Blanc Academy

Jennifer Gerback
UPrep Middle School

Michele Baskin
Woodland Park Academy

David P. Meloche
Academy for Business &
Technology

Al Waters
Honey Creek Community
School



Anna Amato
ACE Academy

Amy Wambergue
Trillium Academy

Linda Wendt
Endeavor Charter Academy

Julie Kildee
Holly Academy

Robbie Coxon
Creative Technologies
Academy

Paula Simmons
Detroit Service Learning
Academy

J. Allen Harmon
Arbor Academy

Chris Matheson
International Academy of
Flint

Mary Harding
Cole Academy

Dan George
Creative Technologies
Academy

Freddie Parham
Northpointe Academy

Ernest Music
Academy for Business &
Technology

Laura Sulkowski
Taylor International
Academy

Tom Kruzel
Byron Center Charter School

Kevin Whelan
GEE Academy

Tracy Cohrs
Merritt Academy

Dale Mowry
Grand River Preparatory
High School

Edward Morykwas
Consortium College
Preparatory High School

Lori Kilmer
Woodland Park Academy

Eddie Thomas
Glazer Elementary School

Deb Fayta
Ben Ross Public School
Academy

Rory Smith
National Heritage
Academies

Maria Dockins
CS Partners

Cherise Cupidore
Crescent Academy

Jim Smith
EdTec

J.T. Lyonette
Landmark Academy

Pamela Parriott
Choice Schools Associates



