
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Tuesday, February 22, 2011  9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Horn, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, 
Kowall, Franz, Jacobsen, McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Price, Zorn, Roy Schmidt, Santana, 
Brunner, Irwin, Melton, Cavanagh, Smiley, Switalski. 
 
Representative Roy Schmidt made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of February 15, 
2011.  No objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
The Chair laid the following legislation before the Committee.  

 
FOR TESTIMONY ONLY: 
 
HB 4265 Opsommer Environmental protection; landfills; yard waste ban waiver; 

provide for facilities with methane capture. 
 
HB 4266 Horn Environmental protection; landfills; yard waste ban waiver; 

provide for facilities with methane capture. 
 
Representatives Opsommer and Horn spoke to the Committee regarding the provisions of HB 
4265 and HB. 4266.  
 
The following individuals spoke before the Committee regarding HB 4265 and HB 4266: 
 Keith Granger and Ralph Nuerenberg, representing Granger, in support 
 Mike Byrne, representing the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC), neutral on 
the bills 
 James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, in opposition 
 Gayle Miller, representing the Sierra Club, in opposition 

Kerrin O'Brien, representing the Michigan Recycling Coalition, in opposition 
 Brian Kandler, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber, in support 
 Jason Geer, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, in support 
 Sara Knight and Bernice Berens, representing I.B. Compost, LLC, in opposition 
 Renee Michaels, representing UNI-Dig, Inc., in opposition 
 J. D. Lindenberg, representing Resource Recycling Systems, in opposition 
 
Cards for HB 4265 and HB 4266 were submitted by: 
 Fred Thompson, representing Indian Summer 
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 Douglas G. Wood, representing Kent County and the Kent County Board of Public 
Works, neutral on HB 4266 
 George Stojic, representing the Lansing Board of Water and Light 
 Tom Carlson of Allendale, Michigan, in opposition 
 Delores Michaels, representing King of the Wind Farms, in opposition 
 Tom Turner, representing Spurt Industries, in opposition 
 Samantha Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal League, in support 
 Susan Hartley, representing Clean Water Action, in opposition 
 Noel Bush, representing the City of Midland, in support 
 Moreno Taylor, representing the Michigan Association of Counties, in opposition 
 Gary Melow, representing Michigan Biomass, in opposition 
 Rod Taylor, representing DeWitt Township, in support 
 Brendan Ringlever, representing Constellation Energy, in support 
 Doug Roberts, representing Consumers Energy, in support 
 Tom Frazier, representing the Michigan Townships Association, in support 
 
At this time, Chair Horn indicated that the Committee would take action on HR 19 and HCR 4.  
 
HR 19 Nesbitt A resolution to memorialize the United States Congress to take 

immediate steps to impose a moratorium on greenhouse gas, air 
quality, and other regulatory actions by the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

 
HCR 4 Nesbitt A concurrent resolution to urge the United States Department of 

Energy and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to do everything 
necessary to allow the Yucca Mountain repository to begin 
accepting high-level nuclear waste. 

 
Representative Opsommer made a motion to report HCR 4 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, Kowall, Franz, 
Jacobsen, McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Price, Zorn, Roy Schmidt, Santana, Brunner, 
Irwin, Melton, Cavanagh, Smiley, Switalski. (21/21) 
Nays:  None. (0/21) 
Pass:  None.  (0/21)  (21/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Shirkey made a motion to report HR 19 with recommendation. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, Kowall, Franz, 
Jacobsen, McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Price, Zorn, Brunner. (14/21) 
Nays:  Representatives Roy Schmidt, Santana, Irwin, Melton, Cavanagh, Smiley, Switalski. 
7/21) 
Pass:  None. (0/21)  (14/7/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Cards for HR 19 were submitted by: 
 Andy Such, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, in support 
 Bill Lievense, representing the Michigan Chemistry Council, in support 
 Ken Bradstreet, representing Wolverine Power Company, in support 
 Cynthia Schulz, representing the Michigan Chemistry Council, in support 
 Susan Harley, representing Clean Water Action, in opposition 
 Jerry Howell, representing Dow Chemical Company, in support 
 
A card indicating opposition to HCR 4 was submitted by Susan Harley, representing Clean 
Water Action.  
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Horn declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 10:31 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Representative Kenneth Horn, Chair 
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