
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, April 24, 2012                 10:30 a.m.                    Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the Chair.   
 
The Chair laid the committee at ease, the time being 10:36 a.m. 
 
The Chair brought the committee back to order, the time being 10:38 a.m. 
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane. 
Member absent/excused: Rep. Haines, Stapleton. 
 
Representative Heise moved to excuse Representatives Haines and Stapleton. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 461 and HB 5441 before the committee: 
   
SB 461 Schuitmaker Probate; guardians and conservators; miscellaneous provisions in 

EPIC regarding legally incapacitated and other protected and 
vulnerable individuals; revise. 

 
HB 5441 Hughes Probate; guardians and conservators; duties of guardian ad litem; 

revise. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to SB 461. The motion prevailed 7-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None.   
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendment to SB 461 (H-1) 
 
 1. Amend page 16, following line 1, by inserting:  
 "SEC. 5319. (1) IF THE COURT DETERMINES THAT FINANCIAL PROTECTION 
IS REQUIRED FOR THE WARD, THE COURT MAY ORDER THE GUARDIAN TO 
PETITION FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A CONSERVATOR OR FOR ANOTHER 
PROTECTIVE ORDER UNDER PART 4 OF THIS ARTICLE IN RELATION TO THE 
WARD'S ESTATE. 
 (2) IF A CONSERVATOR HAS NOT BEEN APPOINTED FOR A WARD'S ESTATE 
AND THE GUARDIAN DETERMINES THAT THERE IS MORE CASH OR PROPERTY 
THAT IS READILY CONVERTIBLE INTO CASH IN THE WARD'S ESTATE THAN WAS 
ESTIMATED BY THE GUARDIAN AD LITEM AND REPORTED TO THE COURT, THE 



GUARDIAN SHALL REPORT THE AMOUNT OF THE ADDITIONAL CASH OR 
PROPERTY TO THE COURT.". 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment to SB 461 (H-1). The motion prevailed 7-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None.   
 
Representative O'Brien moved to report out SB 461 with recommendation, as amended, substitute 
(H-2). The motion prevailed 7-0-0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None.  
 
Representative Heise moved to report out HB 5441 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 7-0-
0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None.  
 
The following people submitted cards in support of SB 461, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Rebecca DeVooght, representing Senator Schuitmaker's office. 
David Worthams, representing the Michigan Bankers Association. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of SB 461 and HB 5441, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Felicia Wasson, representing AARP. 
Bill Kandler, representing the Michigan Probate Judges Association. 
Bradley Vauter, representing the Elder Law of Michigan. 
John Hilliard, representing the Kalamazoo County Advocates for Senior Issues. 
 
The Chair laid SB 454, SB 457, and SB 462 before the committee: 
 
SB 454 Nofs Civil procedure; evidence; testimony of a vulnerable adult; allow 

to be presented by videotape or closed-circuit television. 
  
SB 457 Colbeck Counties; employees and officers; county medical examiner to 

establish an elder death review team; allow. 
 
SB 462 Bieda Health facilities; nursing homes; reporting requirements for abuse 

or neglect in nursing homes; modify. 



 
Rebecca Devooght, representing Senator Schuitmaker's office, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Cynthia Farrell, representing the Department of Human Services, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Tom Cochran, representing the Ingham County Elder Death Review Team, testified in support of SB 
457. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Traci Ruiz, representing the Ingham County Elder Death Review Team, testified in support of SB 
454 and SB 457. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
John Weir, representing himself, testified in support of SB 462. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Bradley Vauter, representing the Elder Law of Michigan, testified in support of the bills. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted a card in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Mary Ablon, representing the Area Agency on Aging Association. 
John Hilliard, representing the Kalamazoo County Advocates for Senior Issues. 
Felicia Wasson, representing AARP. 
   
Alesha Gensler, representing Senator Colbeck's office, submitted a card in support of SB 457, but did 
not wish to speak. 

 
Representative Slavens moved to approve the minutes of the April 17, 2012 meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:27 a.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
  
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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