
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, December 6, 2011                 10:30 a.m.                    Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Lane, Stapleton. 
Member absent/excused: Rep. Slavens. 
 
Representative Lane moved to approve the minutes of the November 1, 2011 meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Heise moved to excuse Representative Slavens. There being no objection, the 
motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
  
The Chair placed the committee at ease at the call of the chair, the time being 10:34 a.m. 
  
The Chair called the committee back to order, the time being 10:35 a.m. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5057 before the committee: 
 
HB 5057 Lyons Records; birth; heirloom birth certificate; establish flat fee. 
 
Representative Lyons testified in support of her bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4799, HB 4798, HB 5182, and HB 5134 before the committee: 
 
HB 4799 Opsommer Crimes; other; coercing female to have an abortion against her 

will; prohibit, and provide penalties. 
  
HB 4798 Rendon Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for crime of coercing a female to have an abortion against her will; 
enact. 

 
HB 5182 O'Brien Health; abortion; coercive abortion prevention materials; require 

department to create and provide other general amendments. 
   
HB 5134 Jenkins Health; abortion; oral screening of individual seeking an abortion 

for coercion to abort and domestic violence; require. 
 
Representative Opsommer, Representative Rendon, Representative Jenkins, and Representative 
O'Brien testified in support of their bills. Questions and discussion followed. 



 
Molly Schweppe, representing Right to Life of Michigan, testified in support of the bills. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Tammy Jo Holly, representing Operation Outcry, testified in support of the bills. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Grace Braun, representing herself, testified in support of the bills.  
 
Mary Veruys, representing herself, testified in support of the bills. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan, testified in 
opposition to the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Kathy Hagemian, representing the Michigan Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence, 
testified with a neutral position on the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, submitted a card in support of the 
bills, but did not wish to speak. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. 
Jean Doss, representing Planned Parenthood. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:55 
a.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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