
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 

 
Wednesday,  February 15, 2012    12:00 p.m.         327 House Office Building 
 
Representative Stamas, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Stamas, Nesbitt, McMillin, Barnett, and Kandrevas. 
 
Representative McMillin moved to approve the minutes of the December 7, 2011 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HR 185 before the committee. 
 
HR 185 LaFontaine A resolution to memorialize Congress to enact the Respect for 

Rights of Conscience Act of 2011 and to urge the President of the 
United States to reverse the Department of Health and Human 
Services regulation that violates religious liberties and forces 
almost every private health plan in the country to include coverage 
for services that are contrary to the religious beliefs and practices 
of certain faiths. 

 
Representatives LaFontaine and Gilbert testified in support of HR 185. 
 
Representative McMillin moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HR 185. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 3-1-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Stamas, Nesbitt, and McMillin, 
 Nays:  Representative Barnett, 
 Pass:  Representative Kandrevas. 
 
Sarah Scranton, representing Planned Parenthood of Michigan, testified in opposition to HR 
185.* 
 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan, testified in 
opposition to HR 185. 
 
Mary Pollock, representing Michigan National Organization for Women, testified in opposition 
to HR 185.* 
 



James Muffet, representing Citizens for Traditional Values, testified in support of HR 185.* 
 
Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, testified in support of HR 185. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in support of HR 185, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Dan Jarvis, representing the Michigan Family Forum, 
Joseph Pavlov, representing the St Clair County Right to Life, 
Ed Rivet, representing Right to Life of Michigan. 
 
Representative Nesbitt moved to report out HR 185 as substitute (H-2) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 3-2-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Stamas, Nesbitt, and McMillin, 
 Nays:  Representatives Barnett and Kandrevas, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

HR 185 (H-2) reported out with recommendation. 
 
The committee went at ease at 12:35 p.m. 
 
The committee reconvened at 12:45 p.m. 
 
The Chair laid SB 778 before the committee. 
 
SB 778 Kowall Natural resources; inland lakes; public road access to lakes or 

streams; specify authorized uses. 
 
Senator Kowall testified in support of SB 778. 
 
Representative Nesbitt offered and moved to adopt the following amendments to SB 778: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 11, after "BY" by striking out the balance of the line. 
 
 2. Amend page 2, line 12, after "$500.00" by striking out the balance of the sentence 
and inserting a period. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 4-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Stamas, Nesbitt, McMillin, and Barnett, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representative Kandrevas. 
 



Representative Nesbitt offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to SB 778: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 3, after "GOVERNMENT" by inserting "AND THE 
DEPARTMENT".  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 5-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Stamas, Nesbitt, McMillin, Barnett, and Kandrevas, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Fred Koenigbauer, representing Lyon Township, testified on SB 778. 
 
Scott Brown, representing the Michigan Lake and Stream Associations, testified in support of SB 
778. 
 
Elizabeth Lieberman, representing the Walloon Lake Association, testified in support of SB 778. 
 
Bill Anderson, representing the Michigan Townships Association, testified in support of SB 778. 
 
Bill Carey and Pat Springstead, representing the Higgins Lake Property Owners Association, 
testified in support of SB 778. 
 
Ric Federau, representing himself, testified on SB 778. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to SB 778, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
Samuel Boodoian, representing himself, 
Larry Paxton, representing himself. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in support of SB 778, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Maggie Cox, representing the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, 
Brad Comment, representing the Torch Lake Protection Alliance. 
 
Representative McMillin moved to report out SB 778 (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 3-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Stamas, McMillin, and Kandrevas, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representative Barnett. 
 



SB 778 (H-1) reported out with recommendation. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 1:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Jim Stamas, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
February 15, 2012 

________________________________    1 hour 10 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
* indicates written materials attached to report out file. 
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