
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

HEALTH POLICY 
 
 
Thursday, January 26, 2012    9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Health Policy was called to order by Representative Gail 
Haines, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Wayne Schmidt, 
Shirkey, Hooker, Huuki, Muxlow, Yonker, Hughes, Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Segal, Womack 
and Hovey-Wright. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Representative Opsommer moved to adopt the minutes of the January 19, 2012, meeting.  
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Haines laid HB 4862 and HB 4863 before the committee: 
 
HB 4862 Poleski Mental health; community mental health; merger of mental health 

and substance abuse services; provide for. 
 
HB 4863 Poleski Health; substance abuse treatment; local substance abuse treatment 

coordinating agencies; eliminate, and refer to substance abuse 
services provided by community mental health services programs. 

 
Representative Opsommer moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4862. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Haines, Opsommer, Kurtz, Wayne Schmidt, Shirkey, Hooker, 
Huuki, Muxlow, Yonker, Hughes, Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Segal, Womack and Hovey-Wright. 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Liss moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4863. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 16-0-0. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Haines, Opsommer, Kurtz, Wayne Schmidt, Shirkey, Hooker, 
Huuki, Muxlow, Yonker, Hughes, Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Segal, Womack and Hovey-Wright. 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Poleski, sponsor of HB 4862 and HB 4863, explained his bills to the committee. 
 
Lynda Zeller, representing the Michigan Department of Community Health, Behavioral Health 
and Developmental Disabilities Administration (BHDDA), testified in support of the bills.  
 
Kristie Schmiege and John Andrews, representing the Michigan Association of Substance 
Abuse Coordinating Agencies, Inc. (MASACA), testified and submitted written testimony in 
support of the bills with revisions. 
 
Alan Bolter, representing the Michigan Association of Community Mental Health Boards, 
testified and submitted written testimony indicating neutrality on the bills. 
 
George Miller, Director of the Oakland County Department of Health and Human Services, 
testified and submitted written testimony in opposition to the bills. 
 
Jeffrey Brown, Executive Director of the Oakland County Community Mental Health 
Authority, testified and submitted written testimony in opposition to the bills. 
 
Joelin Hahn, Director of Medicaid and Substance Abuse Services for the Bay-Arenac 
Behavioral Health Authority, testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bills. 
 
Mike McCartan, representing the St. Clair County Community Mental Health Authority, 
testified and submitted written testimony indicating neutrality on the bills. 
 
Karen Hartley, representing the Lakeshore Coordinating Council, testified and submitted 
written testimony in opposition to the bills. 
 
Bradley Casemore and Paul Tarr, representing Venture Behavioral Health, testified and 
submitted written testimony in support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Kathy Forzley, representing the Oakland County Health Division Coordinating Agency, opposes 
the bills. 
Christine Shearer, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans, supports the bills. 
Kathleen Gross, representing the Michigan Psychiatric Society, supports the bills. 
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Bill Kandler, representing the Mental Health Association in Michigan, supports the bills in 
concept. 
Gregory Pitoniak, representing the Southeast Michigan Community Alliance, indicated neutrality 
on the bills. 
James Lower and Carrie O'Connor, representing Ionia County Board of Commissioners, oppose 
the bills. 
Michael Reagan, representing Cherry Street Health Services, Inc., supports the bills. 
Donald Disselkoen, Ottawa County Commissioner and Vice-Chairman of the Lakeshore 
Coordinating Council, supports the bills. 
 
K.B. Stallworth, Managing Director of the Black Caucus Foundation of Michigan, supports the 
bills with amendments. 
Leigh Moerdyke, LLMSW, CPS-M, a social worker, opposes the bills. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 10:27 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Gail Haines, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Health Policy 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 27 Minutes 
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