
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

HEALTH POLICY 
 
 
Thursday, February 23, 2012    9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Health Policy was called to order by Representative Gail 
Haines, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Shirkey, Hooker, 
Huuki, Muxlow, Yonker, Hughes, Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Segal, Womack and Hovey-Wright. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Wayne Schmidt. 
 
Representative Callton moved to adopt the minutes of the February 16, 2012, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Haines laid HB 5408 and HB 5421 before the committee: 
 
HB 5408 Haines Insurance; health care corporations; denial of coverage for 

telemedicine services; prohibit. 
 
HB 5421 Lori Insurance; health; denial of coverage for telemedicine services; 

prohibit. 
 
Chair Haines called Vice-Chair Callton to the chair. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Chair Haines, sponsor of HB 5408, explained the bills and submitted a handout to the 
committee. 
 
Representative Lori, sponsor of HB 5421, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Melanie Brim, representing the Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH), testified 
indicating neutrality on the bills. 
 
Laura Appel, representing the Michigan Hospital Association (MHA), testified in support of the 
bills. 
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Mary Cooley, representing Priority Health, testified indicating neutrality on the bills. 
 
Christine Shearer, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans, supports HB 5421 
with 2 amendments. 
 
Deidra Wilson, representing Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, testified in support of HB 
5408 with amendments. 
 
Sean Gehle, representing Ascension Health-Michigan gave comments in support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not wish to speak: 
 
Matt Groen, representing the Michigan Cable Telecommunications Association, supports the 
bills. 
 
Therese Waters, PT, and mother of Kelly age 22, a non B-6, non B-12 responsive 
homocystinuria (HCU), supports the bills. 
 
Representative Liss moved to excuse Representative Wayne Schmidt from the committee.  
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Vice-Chair adjourned the 
meeting at 10:02 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mike Callton, Vice-Chair 
House Standing Committee on Health Policy 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
62 Minutes 
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