
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

HEALTH POLICY 
 
 
Thursday, May 19, 2011     9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Health Policy was called to order by Representative Gail 
Haines, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Wayne Schmidt, 
Scott, Shirkey, Hooker, Muxlow, Yonker, Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Segal and Hovey-Wright. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Huuki and Womack. 
 
Representative Callton moved to adopt the minutes of the May 5, 2011, meeting.  There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Haines open the floor for a discussion on: 
 

OBESITY 
 

Dr. Tom Peterson & Dr. Bill Stratbucker  
 Helen DeVos Children's Hospital 

 
Mark Lemoine 

Spectrum Health Government Affairs Director 
 

Mr. Lemoine introduced Drs. Peterson and Stratbucker.  Drs. Peterson and Stratbucker gave 
an overview of childhood obesity in Michigan and what strategies the Healthy Weight Center at 
the Helen DeVos Children's Hospital are using to help treat and prevent childhood obesity.  A 
handout was submitted to the committee. 

 
Mike Hamm 

 C.S. Mott Professor of Sustainable Agriculture, 
 Michigan State University 

 Michigan Good Food Charter 
 

Mike Hamm, Ph.D., gave an overview of The Michigan Good Food Charter:  Setting a Context 
for Obesity Reduction emphasizing the need for children to have access to good, Michigan-
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grown food by encouraging families to buy produce from farmers' markets, farmstands and 
cornerstands.  Mr. Hamm submitted a handout to the committee. 
 

Katherine Knoll 
 Dr. Susan Woolford 

Mike Maisner 
Healthy Kids, Healthy Michigan 

 
Katherine Knoll introduced Dr. Susan Woolford.  Dr. Woolford gave an overview of the 
Healthy Kids, Healthy Michigan program.  Mike Maisner representing the Michigan Fitness 
Foundation, gave an overview of how children need physical exercise included in their daily 
routine to help combat the effects of childhood obesity.  A handout out was submitted to the 
committee. 

 
Barb Flis, Founder 

Parent Action for Healthy Kids 
 

Barb Flis gave an overview of what steps parents can take to help kids become and stay healthy.  
Ms. Flis suggests that parents get involved in their children's schools to advocate for physical 
education and become more involved in school wellness.  A handout was submitted to the 
committee. 
 
The following person submitted written testimony and did not speak due to time constraints. 
 
Fran Talsma representing the State Alliance of Michigan YMCAs. 
 
Representative Callton moved to excuse Representatives Huuki and Womack from the 
committee.  There being no objection the motion prevailed by unanimous vote. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 10:27 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Gail Haines, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Health Policy 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 27 Minutes 
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