
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON INSURANCE 
 

Monday, November 19, 2012  9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Lund, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Lund, Opsommer, Denby, Glardon, Johnson, Lyons, 
O'Brien, Yonker, Kandrevas, Segal, Hovey-Wright, Howze, Geiss, Nathan. 
ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Shaughnessy, LaFontaine, Roy Schmidt. 
 
Representative O'Brien made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of November 13, 2012.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.   
 
Representative Denby made a motion to excuse absent members.  No objections being offered, absent 
members were excused.  
 
The Chair laid the following bills before the Committee.  
 
SB 1293 (Hune) Insurance; health; regulations applicable to nonprofit mutual disability 

insurer; revise to accommodate merger with nonprofit health care 
corporation. 

 
SB 1294 (Hune) Insurance; health care corporations; merger of corporation with a 

nonprofit mutual disability insurer; allow, and provide procedures. 
 
The following topics are on the agenda for the purpose of receiving testimony: 
 

Medigap/other senior issues 
AG oversight/responsibility 

Rate Setting and Review Changes 
 
Attorney General Bill Schuette spoke to the Committee regarding the protection of assets of the citizens 
of Michigan and providing a sense of security to the senior citizens of Michigan.  Will Bloomfield and 
Tom Schimpf with the Office of Attorney General answered questions from Committee members. 
 
Insurance Commissioner Kevin Clinton, representing the Office of Financial and Insurance Regulation 
(OFIR), spoke to the Committee regarding the rate review process. 
 
Chair Lund stated that the Committee would stand at ease, the time being 10:37 a.m.    
 
The Chair reconvened the meeting at 10:46 a.m. 
 
 



Standing Committee on Insurance 
Minutes of Meeting of November 19, 2012 
Page 2 
 
The following individuals spoke to the Committee: 
 Pam Niebrzydowski of Lake City, representing herself and the Michigan Senior Advocate  
Committee  (MSAC) (Medigap policies) 
 Bob Fox, representing the Michigan Senior Advocate Committee, in opposition (Medigap 
policies) 
 Jim McGuire, representing the Area Agency on Aging (Senior Issues) 
 Ruth Linnemann, representing the National Multiple Sclerosis Society, Michigan Chapter, in 
opposition (Medigap policies) 
 Felicia Wasson, representing AARP Michigan, in opposition (Medigap policies) 
 Lisa Dedden Cooper, representing AARP Michigan, in opposition (Medigap policies) 
 Mark Swanson, representing MSAC and the Livingston County Consortium on Aging, in 
opposition (Medigap) 
  
The Chair stated that the Committee would stand at ease, the time being 11:55 a.m. 
 
Chair Lund reconvened the meeting at 1:08 p.m. 
 
Testimony continued with comments from the following individuals: 
 Christopher Smith, representing the Michigan Law Center, PLLC, in opposition (Medigap) 
 Mary Ablan, representing the Area Agencies on Aging (Medigap) 
 Jo Murphy, representing the Medicare/Medicaid Assistance Program (Medigap) 
 Dr. Rob Dean, representing the Michigan Senior Advocates Council (Medigap) 
 Bradley Vauter, representing the State Bar of Michigan Elder Law & Disability Rights Section, 
in opposition (Medigap and Senior Disabled Issues) 
 David Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan (Medigap) 
 Alan Brown, representing the Midland County Services to the Aging, in opposition (Medigap) 
 Jim Verville, Joanne Demeyere, Phil Balyeat, Cheryl Van't Hof, in opposition (Medigap) 
  
Chair Lund stated that the Committee would stand at ease, the time being 2:25 p.m. 
 
The Chair reconvened the meeting at 2:30 p.m. 
 
The following individuals spoke to the Committee: 
 Paul Duguay and Joe Aoun, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans, in 
opposition (Medigap)  
 Dr. Gary Wolfram, representing Hillsdale Policy Group (Medigap) 
 Mark Cook, representing Blue Cross-Blue Shield of Michigan (Medigap and Medicare 
Advantage in Michigan) 
 Laurie Sobel, representing Consumers Union, in opposition (rate review) 
 Ryan Sullivan, representing Michigan Consumers for Healthcare, in opposition (rate review) 
 Elizabeth Lamoste and Margie Mitchell, representing the Michigan Universal Health Care 
Access Network, in opposition (Medigap, rate review, AG oversight and enforcement) 
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 Paul Duguay and Joe Aoun, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans (AG 
oversight and responsibility and rate setting) 
 
The following individuals submitted cards but did not  speak  to the Committee regarding SB 1293 and 
SB 1294: 
 Al Swain, representing persons with disabilities, in opposition 
 Maxine Thome, representing the Michigan Chapter of the National Association of Social 
Workers (NASW), in opposition 
 Samantha Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal League, in support 
 K. Johnson-Calati, representing the Michigan Disability Rights Coalition, in opposition 
 Gloria Kovnot, representing Tri-County Office on Aging (TCOA) and MSAC (Medigap) 
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Lund declared the meeting adjourned, 
the time being 4:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Representative Pete Lund, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517)  373-8538 
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