
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Wednesday, August 15, 2012    10:00 a.m.         521 House Office Building 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 
Somerville, Cotter, Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, and Cavanagh. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the July 18, 2012 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1109 before the committee. 
 
SB 1109 (Jones) Criminal procedure; sentencing; sentencing of certain habitual 

offenders; modify. 
 
Representative Horn moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to SB 1109. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, and Irwin, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
The following people testified in support of SB 1109: 
 
Rusty Hills and Tom Cameron, representing the Michigan Attorney General Office.* 
Linda Nehasil, representing the Nehasil family, 
Mike Thomas, Saginaw Prosecutor, 
Arthur Matthews, Detroit Police Officer, 
Victor Fitz, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association.  Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Lois DeMott, representing Citizens for Prison Reform, testified in opposition to SB 1109.* 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in support of SB 1109, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
John Buczek, representing the Michigan Fraternal Order of Police, 



Sheriff Michael Bouchard, representing the Oakland County Sheriffs Office, 
Ryan Luke, with Senator Jones' Office. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to SB 1109, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
Peggy Christian and Lois Demps, representing Citizens for Prison Reform, 
Janet Kissling, representing herself, 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the ACLU of Michigan. 
 
Noah Smith, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan, submitted a testimony 
card in opposition to SB 1109 as written, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out SB 1109 as substitute (H-2) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-1-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Graves, Meadows, and Constan, 
 Nays:  Representative Irwin, 
 Pass:  Representatives Oakes, Brown, and Cavanagh. 
 

SB 1109 (H-2) reported out with recommendation. 
 
Representative Horn moved to excuse absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Muxlow and Olumba. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the time 
being 11:30 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Representative John Walsh, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
August 15, 2012 

________________________________    1 hour 30 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
* indicates written materials attached to report out file. 
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