
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, February 23, 2012               10:00 a.m.                   Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 
Somerville, Cotter, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba.  
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the February 16, 2012, meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4834, HB 4851, HB 4853, and HB 4856 before the committee: 
 
HB 4834 Haines Health; medical marihuana; photograph on medical marihuana 

card; require. 
 
HB 4851 Cavanagh Health; medical marihuana; definition of "bona fide physician-

patient relationship"; clarify. 
  
HB 4853 McBroom Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for crime of selling or providing medical marihuana to 
unprescribed user; implement. 

 
HB 4856 Glardon Crimes; other; transporting medical marihuana in motor vehicle; 

allow under certain circumstances. 
 
Kenneth Stecker, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan, gave a 
presentation on Michigan's Medical Marihuana Act. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Horn and Representative Cavanaugh gave a presentation on the findings and 
recommendations by the House of Representatives Judiciary Work Group on Medical 
Marihuana. 
 
Representative Cavanagh moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HB 4851. The motion prevailed. 
13-0-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Meadows, Constan, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Reps. Oakes, Brown. 
 



 
 
 

Representative Cavanagh offered the following amendments to HB 4851 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 5, after "PATIENT" by striking out "IN WHICH ALL OF 
THE FOLLOWING ARE PRESENT" and inserting "TO WHICH ALL OF THE 
FOLLOWING APPLY". 
 2. Amend page 2, following line 9, by inserting:  
 "(5) IF A PERSON PRESENTS PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE OF A BONA FIDE 
PHYSICIAN-PATIENT RELATIONSHIP UNDER THIS ACT, THE ISSUE OF 
WHETHER THE AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE UNDER SECTION 8 APPLIES IS A 
QUESTION TO BE DETERMINED BY THE TRIER OF FACT.". 
  
Representative Cavanagh moved to adopt the amendments. The motion prevailed 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Horn moved to adopt substitute (H-3) to HB 4834. The motion prevailed. 13-0-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Meadows, Constan, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Reps. Oakes, Brown. 
 
Representative Horn moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4856. The motion prevailed. 13-0-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Meadows, Constan, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Reps. Oakes, Brown. 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4853. The motion prevailed. 13-0-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Meadows, Constan, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Reps. Oakes, Brown. 
 
Representative Horn and Representative Cavanagh answered questions and discussion followed. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:44 



 
 
 

a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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