
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, February 24, 2011                  10:30 a.m.                    Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Scott, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 
Somerville, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba 
Members absent/excused: Rep. Muxlow. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to approve the minutes of the February 17, 2011 meeting.  
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 53 before the Committee: 
 
SB 53 Marleau Civil procedure; evidence; introduction of evidence of an 

expression of sympathy as an admission of liability in a civil 
action; prohibit. 

 
Thadd Gormas, legislative aid for Senator Marleau, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Richard Boothman, representing the University of Michigan Health System, testified in support 
of the bill. 
 
The following individuals submitted cards in support of the bill but did not wish to speak: 
 
Chris Mitchell, representing the Michigan Health & Hospital Association 
Colin Ford, representing Michigan State Medical Society 
Jane Bailey, representing the Michigan Association for Justice 
Kevin McKinney, representing the Michigan Osteopathic Association 
Joe Neller, representing the Michigan Academy of Family Physicians 
Lynn Weimeister, representing Beaumont Hospitals 
 
 Representative Meadows moved to report SB 53 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
15-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Scott, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: Rep. Olumba.    
 Pass: None. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
The Chair laid HB 4167 and HB 4168 before the Committee: 
 
HB 4167 McMillin Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for moving violation in a work zone causing death; include school 
bus zones. 

 
HB 4168 O'Brien Crimes; vehicle offenses; moving violations in a school bus zone; 

provide for increased penalties. 
 
Representative McMillin and Representative O'Brien testified in support of their bills. 
 
Undersheriff Mike McCafe and Capitan Mike Johnson, representing the Oakland County 
Sheriff's Office, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Chair Walsh offered the following amendment to HB 4168: 
 
 1. Amend page 3, following line 1, by inserting:  
 "Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect July 1, 2011.".  
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed 15-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Scott, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: Rep. Brown    
 Pass: None  
 
Chair Walsh offered the following amendment to HB 4167: 
 
 1. Amend page 3, following line 2, by inserting:  
 "Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect July 1, 2011." and renumbering the 
remaining enacting section.  
 
Representative Meadows moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed 15-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Scott, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: Rep. Brown    
 Pass: None  
 
Representative Heise moved to report HB 4167 with recommendation as amended. The motion 



 
 
 

prevailed 16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Scott, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None.  
 
Representative Horn moved to report HB 4168 with recommendation as amended. The motion 
prevailed 16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Scott, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None.  
 
Chris Hawkins, representing the Michigan State Police, gave a presentation on state compliance 
with the federal Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act. 
  
Janet Welch, representing the State Bar of Michigan, answered questions pertaining to the 
Judicial Crossroads Task Force Report.  
 
Representative Heise moved to excuse absent Members. There being no objection, the motion 
prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:37 
a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Patricia Tremblay-Pluta, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
ptremblay@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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