
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, April 26, 2012               10:00 a.m.                   Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh.  
Members absent/excused: Rep. Olumba. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the April 19, 2012, meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5431, HB 5432, and HB 5433 before the committee: 
 
HB 5431 Heise Crimes; other; false report of medical or other emergency; prohibit 

and provide for a penalty and reimbursement of certain expenses. 
 
HB 5432 Somerville Criminal procedure; other; reimbursement of certain expenses 

resulting from false reports of emergencies; provide for. 
 
HB 5433 Cotter Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines for 

crime of making false report of medical or other emergency; enact. 
 
Representative Heise and Lt. Larry Perry, representing the Oakland County Sheriff's Office, testified 
in support of HB 5431. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Mike Frederick, representing Mid Michigan Health, submitted a card in support of the bills, but did 
not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Heise offered the following amendment to HB 5431 
 
 1. Amend page 5, following line 3, by inserting:  
 "(7) A VIOLATION OR ATTEMPTED VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION OCCURS 
IF THE COMMUNICATION OF THE FALSE REPORT ORIGINATES IN THIS STATE, IS 
INTENDED TO TERMINATE IN THIS STATE, OR IS INTENDED TO TERMINATE 
WITH A PERSON WHO IS IN THIS STATE. 
 (8) A VIOLATION OR ATTEMPTED VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION MAY BE 
PROSECUTED IN ANY JURISDICTION IN WHICH THE COMMUNICATION 
ORIGINATED OR TERMINATED." and renumbering the remaining subsection. 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the amendment to HB 5431.  The motion prevailed. 13-0-1 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Irwin. 



 
 
 

 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out HB 5431 with recommendation, as amended. The motion 
prevailed 11-0-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Meadows, Constan. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Reps. Oakes, Brown, Irwin. 
 
Representative Somerville moved to report out HB 5432 with recommendation. The motion 
prevailed 10-0-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Constan. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Reps. Meadows, Oakes, Brown, Irwin. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to report out HB 5433 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 11-
0-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Meadows, Constan. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Reps. Oakes, Brown, Irwin. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5145 before the committee: 
 
HB 5145 Stallworth Crimes; homicide; intentionally discharging a firearm at a dwelling or 

an occupied structure; establish as first degree murder. 
 
Representative Stallworth and Rob Moran, representing the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office, 
testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to report out HB 5145 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid SB 320 before the committee: 
 



 
 
 

SB 320 Jones Children; protection; ex parte emergency removal order allowing the 
department of human services to take protective custody of a child; 
allow. 

 
Chris Wadaga, representing Senator Jones's office, Chris and Leo Ratte, representing themselves, and 
Don Duquette, representing the Ratte Family , testified in support of the bill. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Karyn Ferrick and Steve Yager, both representing the Department of Human Services, testified in 
support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the Michigan Probate Judges Association. 
Mary Lovik, representing the Michigan Domestic Violence & Sexual  Assault Prevention & 
Treatment Board. 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to report out SB 320 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid SB 630, SB 631, SB 632, and SB 633 before the committee: 
 
SB 630 Jones Criminal procedure; probation; retention and release of nonpublic 

records of an arrest, diversion, discharge, or dismissal of certain 
controlled substance cases; clarify. 

 
SB 631 Schuitmaker Criminal procedure; probation; retention of nonpublic records during 

period of diversion for a controlled substance violation; clarify. 
  
SB 632 Bieda Criminal procedure; probation; retention of nonpublic records during 

period of diversion for a controlled substance violation; require. 
  
SB 633 Smith Criminal procedure; probation; retention of nonpublic records during 

period of diversion for certain crimes; clarify. 
 
Vice-Chair Heise took over as Chair. 
 
Chris Wadaga, representing Senator Jones's office, Jerry Gill, representing Senator Bieda's office, 
Judge Brian McKenzie, representing the Drug Court Judges Association, and Jeff Sauter, 
representing the Prosecutor's Association, testified in support of the bills. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 



 
 
 

Pat Clawson, representing himself, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Cami Pendell, representing the Michigan Judges Association. 
Mary Lovik, representing the Michigan Domestic Violence & Sexual  Assault Prevention & 
Treatment Board. 
Chris Hawkins, representing the Michigan State Police. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to excuse Representative Olumba. There being no objection, the 
motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov, (517) 373-5795 
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