
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, May 24, 2012               10:00 a.m.                   Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba.  
Members absent/excused: Rep. Horn. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5124 before the committee: 
 
HB 5124 Cotter Courts; circuit court; concurrent jurisdiction in certain courts; establish. 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the (H-3) substitute to HB 5124.  The motion prevailed. 12-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Graves, Meadows, Oakes, 
Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Heise offered the following amendments to HB 5124 (H-3): 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 3, after "8304," by striking out the balance of the line through "BE" 
on line 4. 
 2. Amend page 1, line 4, after "jurisdiction" by striking out the balance of the line and 
inserting "SHALL BE ADOPTED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF ALL OF THE JUDGES OF THE 
TRIAL COURTS IN THE PLAN UNLESS". 
 3. Amend page 3, line 19, after "Wayne," by striking out the balance of the line and 
inserting "A MAJORITY OF ALL OF THE CIRCUIT AND". 
 4. Amend page 4, line 24, after "Washtenaw," by striking out the balance of the line through 
"and" on line 25, and inserting "A MAJORITY OF ALL OF". 
 5. Amend page 4, line 26, after "district" by inserting "AND THE CIRCUIT JUDGES 
AND PROBATE JUDGES IN THE COUNTY". 
 6. Amend page 5, line 6, after "THE" by striking out "CIRCUIT JUDGES, PROBATE 
JUDGES, AND". 
 7. Amend page 5, line 7, after the second "DISTRICT" by inserting "AND THE 
CIRCUIT JUDGES AND PROBATE JUDGES". 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the amendments to HB 5124 (H-3).  The motion prevailed. 11-0-1 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Graves, Meadows, Oakes, 
Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 



 
 
 

Matt Golden, representing Representative Cotter's office, and Chad Schmucker, representing the Supreme 
Court Administrators Office, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Judge Tom Boyd, representing the Michigan District Judges Association, testified in opposition to the 
bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Cami Pendell, representing the Michigan Judges Association, submitted a card with a neutral position on 
the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Matthew Schneider, representing the Michigan Supreme Court, submitted a card in support of the bill, but 
did not wish to speak. 
 
The Chair turned the gavel over to Vice-Chair Heise. 
 
The Vice-Chair laid HB 5128 before the committee: 
 
HB 5128 Walsh Courts; other; business court; create. 
 
Representative Walsh, Mike Gadola, representing the Governor's office, Diane Akers, representing the 
Business Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, and Andrew Doctoroff, Co-Chair of the State Bar 
Committee on Business Dockets, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Charles Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business, submitted a card in 
support of the bill, but due to time constraints, was unable to speak. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Dave Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan. 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce. 
Cami Pendell, representing the Michigan Judges Association. 
Matthew Schneider, representing the Michigan Supreme Court. 
 
The Vice-Chair turned the gavel back over to the Chair. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5225, HB 5498, and HB 5499 before the committee: 
 
HB 5225 Opsommer Weapons; firearms; certain procedures for purchase and possession of 

pistols; revise. 
 
HB 5498 LeBlanc Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines for 

certain firearm violations; revise to reflect changes in substantive laws. 
 
HB 5499 Franz Crimes; weapons; certain procedures for purchase and possession of 

pistols; revise. 
 
Substitute (H-2) was previously adopted to HB 5225 on 05/17/2012. 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the (H-1) substitute to HB 5498.  The motion prevailed. 12-0-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 



 
 
 

Constan, Oakes, Brown. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Irwin, Olumba. 
 
Greg Ostrander, representing Representative Opsommer's office, submitted a card in support of HB 5225, 
and was available for additional questions. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of HB 5225, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Nathan Threet, representing himself. 
Kent Wood, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs. 
 
Sgt. Chris Hawkins, representing the Michigan State Police, submitted a card in opposition to the bills, 
but did not wish to speak. 
 
Lore Rogers, representing the State of Michigan Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Treatment Board, submitted a card in opposition to HB 5225, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Heise offered the following amendment to HB 5225 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 11, after "obtain" by striking out the balance of the line through 
"obtain" on line 12. 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the amendment to HB 5225 (H-2).  The motion prevailed. 11-0-3 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Constan, Oakes. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Reps. Brown, Irwin, Olumba. 
 
Representative Damrow moved to report HB 5225 as amended as substitute (H-3) with recommendation. 
The motion prevailed 9-2-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves. 
 Nays: Reps. Irwin, Olumba.     
 Pass: Reps. Constan, Oakes, Brown. 
 
Representative Muxlow moved to report HB 5498 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The motion 
prevailed 9-2-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves. 
 Nays: Reps. Irwin, Olumba.     
 Pass: Reps. Constan, Oakes, Brown. 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to report out HB 5499 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 9-2-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves. 



 
 
 

 Nays: Reps. Irwin, Olumba.     
 Pass: Reps. Constan, Oakes, Brown. 
 
The committee returned to the consideration of HB 5124. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to report HB 5124 as amended as substitute (H-4) with recommendation. 
The motion prevailed 9-0-5. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Reps. Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Olumba. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5179, HB 4857 and HB 5592 before the committee: 
 
HB 5179 McMillin Criminal procedure; other; provision relating to proceedings to prevent 

crime; repeal. 
 
HB 4857 McMillin Law enforcement; reports; reporting requirements relating to SWAT 

teams; establish. 
 
HB 5592 Lane Civil procedure; garnishment; effective period for writ of wage 

garnishment; extend. 
 
Rep. Heise moved to report out HB 5179 with recommendation that the bill be referred to the Committee 
on Oversight, Reform and Ethics. The motion prevailed 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Olumba. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
Rep. Heise moved to report out HB 4857 with recommendation that the bill be referred to the Committee 
on Oversight, Reform and Ethics. The motion prevailed 12-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Brown, Irwin, Olumba. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Oakes. 
 
Rep. Graves moved to report out HB 5592 with recommendation that the bill be referred to the 
Committee on Local, Intergovernmental, and Regional Affairs. The motion prevailed 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Olumba. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 



 
 
 

Representative Somerville moved to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2012, meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Irwin moved to excuse Representative Horn. There being no objection, the motion 
prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid the presentation on the Anatomy of a Lawsuit before the committee. 
 
Norm Tucker, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, presented to the committee on the 
Anatomy of a Lawsuit. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:53 a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov, (517) 373-5795 
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