
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, May 31, 2012               10:30 a.m.                   Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
Members absent/excused: Rep. Olumba 
 
The Chair laid HB 5658 before the committee: 
 
HB 5658 Haveman Corrections; other; correctional industries; clarify use of inmate labor. 
 
Representative Haveman and Jessica Peterson, representing the Department of Corrections, testified in 
support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
James Long and Alan Cropsey, both representing the Attorney General, came forward to answer further 
questions. 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the (H-2) substitute to HB 5658. The motion prevailed. 16-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
Nick Ciaramitaro, representing the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees, 
testified in opposition to the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Michael Keller, representing the Michigan American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial 
Organizations. 
Mike Migrin, representing the Michigan State Employees Association. 
Jeremy Tripp, representing the Michigan Corrections Organization. 
Tim Hughes, representing the United Auto Workers. 
 
Representative Oakes offered the following amendment to HB 5658 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 4, line 25, after "WAGE." by inserting "THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 
NOT ASSIGN LABOR TO A PRIVATE CONTRACTOR UNDER THIS SUBSECTION UNLESS 
THE PRIVATE CONTRACTOR HAS AN APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM IN PLACE FOR 
ANY JOBS THAT REQUIRE APPRENTICESHIP TRAINING AND ONLY ASSIGNS 
PRISONERS TO THOSE APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMS WHO ARE QUALIFIED AND 
WHO HAVE SUFFICIENT TIME REMAINING ON THEIR SENTENCES TO COMPLETE 
THOSE PROGRAMS.". 



 
 
 

 
Representative Oakes moved to adopt the amendment to HB 5658 (H-2).  The motion did not prevail. 6-
10-0 

 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report HB 5658 as substitute (H-2) with recommendation. The motion 
prevailed 10-6-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves. 
 Nays: Reps. Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh.     
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid SB 861 before the committee: 
 
SB 861 Jones Corrections; alternatives; sunset for boot camp program; eliminate. 
 
Ryan Luke, representing Senator Jones' office, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Jessica Peterson, representing the Department of Corrections, submitted a card in support of the bill, but 
did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to report out SB 861 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 16-0-
0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5128 before the committee: 
 
HB 5128 Walsh Courts; other; business court; create. 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the (H-2) substitute to HB 5128.  The motion prevailed 16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Heise offered the following amendment to HB 5128 (H-2): 



 
 
 

 
 1. Amend page 2, line 15, after "SUPPLIERS," by striking out "CUSTOMERS,". 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the amendment to HB 5128 (H-2).  The motion prevailed 15-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Irwin. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Charles Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business. 
Dave Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan. 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce. 
Cami Pendell, representing the Michigan Judges Association. 
Matthew Schneider, representing the Michigan Supreme Court. 
 
Representative Horn moved to report HB 5128 (H-2) as amended, as substitute (H-3) with 
recommendation. The motion prevailed 15-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Irwin. 
 
The Chair laid SB 551 and SB 552 before the committee: 
 
SB 551 Hansen Corrections; other; possession or use of cellular telephone or wireless 

device by prisoner in correctional facility; prohibit, and provide 
penalties. 

 
SB 552 Hansen Corrections; other; distribution, possession, or use of cellular telephone 

or other wireless communication device in a jail; amend 1981 PA 7 to 
prohibit and provide a penalty. 

 
Anna Staperfenne, representing Senator Hansen's Office, and Ron Schafer, the Ionia County Prosecutor, 
testified in support of the bills. 
 
Jessica Peterson, representing the Department of Corrections, submitted a card in support of the bill, but 
did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to adopt the (H-3) substitute to SB 551.  The motion prevailed 16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 



 
 
 

 
Representative Heise offered the following amendment to SB 551 (H-3): 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 14, after "TO" by striking out the balance of the sentence and 
inserting "A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION THAT PROVIDES CELLULAR TELEPHONES 
AND OTHER WIRELESS COMMUNICATION DEVICES TO MILITARY PERSONNEL, OR 
TO ANY OTHER CHARITY APPROVED BY THE WARDEN OF THE FACILITY WHERE 
THE DEVICE WAS CONFISCATED.". 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the amendment to SB 551 (H-3).  The motion prevailed 16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Horn moved to adopt the (H-3) substitute to SB 552.  The motion prevailed 16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Graves offered the following amendment to SB 552 (H-3): 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 14, after "TO" by striking out the balance of the sentence and 
inserting "A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION THAT PROVIDES CELLULAR TELEPHONES 
AND OTHER WIRELESS COMMUNICATION DEVICES TO MILITARY PERSONNEL, OR 
TO ANY OTHER CHARITY APPROVED BY THE WARDEN OF THE FACILITY WHERE 
THE DEVICE WAS CONFISCATED.". 
 
Representative Graves moved to adopt the amendment to SB 552 (H-3).  The motion prevailed 16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to report SB 551 (H-3) as amended, as substitute (H-4) with 
recommendation. The motion prevailed 16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to report SB 552 (H-3) as amended, as substitute (H-4) with 



 
 
 

recommendation. The motion prevailed 16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair turned the gavel over to Vice-Chair Heise. 
 
The Vice-Chair laid SB 698, SB 699, and SB 700 before the committee: 
 
SB 698 Hansen Family law; marriage and divorce; persons authorized to solemnize 

marriage; allow district judges, district court magistrates, and probate 
judges to perform marriages anywhere in the state. 

 
SB 699 Hansen Courts; probate court; fee charged by probate judge to perform 

marriages; authorize and require fee to be paid to probate court in county 
where ceremony is performed. 

 
SB 700 Hansen Courts; district court; fee charged by district judges and magistrates to 

perform marriages; authorize state court administrative office to set fee 
and require fee to be paid to district court in the district where wedding is 
performed. 

 
Anna Staperfenne, representing Senator Hansen's office, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Matthew Schneider, representing the Michigan Supreme Court, submitted a card in support of the bills, 
but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to report out SB 698 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, Meadows, 
Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Graves moved to report out SB 699 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, Meadows, 
Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to report out SB 700 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 13-0-
0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, Meadows, 



 
 
 

Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to approve the minutes of the May 24, 2012, meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Brown moved to excuse Representative Olumba. There being no objection, the motion 
prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Vice-Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:45 a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov, (517) 373-5795 
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