
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, June 23, 2011                  10:30 a.m.                    Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Scott, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, 
Pettalia, Somerville, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
Members absent/excused: Rep. Meadows. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the June 16, 2011, meeting. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 77 before the committee: 
 
SB 77 Schuitmaker Civil procedure; statute of limitations; statute of limitations and 

statute of repose for actions against architects, engineers, and 
construction contractors; revise. 

 
Greg Quesada, from the American Institute of Architects of Michigan, and Ron Brenke, 
representing the American Council of Engineering Companies, testified in support of the bill. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
John Sier, representing the Building Owners and Managers Association of Michigan, testified in 
opposition to the bill. Question and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Kimberly Moore, representing the Michigan Society of Professional Engineers. 
David Vanderklok, representing the Studio Intrigue Architects. 
Mark Powell, representing the Michigan Society of Professional Surveyors. 
Ben Tised, representing the American Institute of Architects. 
Kirk Vranson Sr., P.E., representing the American Council of Engineering Companies 
Rebecca DeVooght, representing Senator Schuitmaker's office. 
 
Mike Frederick, representing MidMichigan Health, submitted a card in opposition to the bill, but 
did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Jacobson moved to report out SB 77 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
11-1-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Scott, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 



 
 
 

Somerville, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: Rep. Constan.     
 Pass: Reps. Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Olumba. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4672 and HB 4673 before the committee: 
 
HB 4672 Walsh Family law; marriage and divorce; division of property in divorce; 

enact statutory standards. 
  
HB 4673 Walsh Family law; marriage and divorce; division of property on divorce; 

enact statutory standards. 
 
Richard McLellen and James Cunningham, both representing McLellan Law Office, testified in 
support of the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The Honorable Judge Lisa Sullivan, representing the Michigan Probate Judges Association, 
testified in opposition to the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bills, but due to time contraints, were 
unable to speak: 
 
Liisa Speaker, representing the Family Law Section of Speaker Law Firm. 
Henry Baskin, representing himself. 
Steven Reinheimer, representing the Oakland County Bar Association. 
The Honorable Judge Jon VanAllsburg, representing the Michigan Judges Association. 
Amy Yu, representing the Family Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan. 
Carol Brectmayer, representing herself. 
Denise Alexander, representing the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and Family 
Law Attorney. 
Ronald Bookholder, representing the Family Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan. 
James Harrington, III., representing himself. 
Anne Cole Pierce, Esq., representing the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers. 
Diana Raimi, representing the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers. 
Symantha Heath, representing the Wayne County Family Law Bar Association. 
Anne Argiroff, representing herself. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Rebecca Shunike, representing the Michigan Advocacy Project. 
Kel Scott, representing the Michigan Collaborative for Library Services. 
Todd Selin, Esq., representing himself and the Ingham County Bar, Family Law Section. 
Bill Flory, representing the Michigan Association for Justice. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

The Chair laid HB 4071 before the committee: 
 
HB 4071 Lori Corrections; jails; double-bunking and jail cell size provisions; 

modify. 
 
Representative Lori testified in support of his bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Horn moved to excuse Representative Meadows. There being no objection, the 
motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:33 
a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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