
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Wednesday, December 7, 2011               10:00 a.m.                   Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 
Somerville, Cotter, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh.  
Members absent/excused: Rep. Meadows, Olumba. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5102 before the committee: 
 
HB 5102 Heise Courts; judges; circuit court judgeships; reduce in number, and 

reorganize certain circuits. 
 
Judge M. Richard Koroblock, representing the Huron County Circuit Court, submitted a card in 
support of the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5102. The motion prevailed. 14-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 
Somerville, Cotter, Constan, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None 
 
Representative Gilbert offered the following amendments: 
 
 1. Amend page 4, line 23, after "810A," by striking out "THE" and inserting "A". 
 2. Amend page 4, line 24, after "AS" by striking out "A" and inserting "THE". 
 
Representative Gilbert moved to adopt his amendments. The motion prevailed 12-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 
Somerville, Cotter, Constan, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Reps. Brown, Irvin. 
 
Representative Gilbert moved to report out HB 5102 with recommendation, as amended, as 
substitute (H-2). The motion prevailed 15-0-0. 
 
 



 
 
 

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 
Somerville, Cotter, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5105 before the committee: 
 
HB 5105 Cotter Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5105. The motion prevailed. 10-0-5 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 
Somerville, Cotter. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Reps. Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 
Representative Heise offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 4, after "2013," by striking out "60" and inserting "59". 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt his amendment. The motion prevailed 9-2-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter. 
 Nays: Reps. Muxlow, Cavanagh.    
 Pass: Reps. Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irvin. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out HB 5105 with recommendation, as amended, as 
substitute (H-2). The motion prevailed 11-2-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Constan, Irwin. 
 Nays: Reps. Muxlow, Cavanagh.    
 Pass: Reps. Oakes, Brown. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5071 before the committee: 
 
HB 5071 Walsh Courts; judges; certain district court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
Representative Walsh offered the following amendment: 
 
1. Amend page 1, line 1, after "(1)" by striking out "EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN" and 



 
 
 

inserting "UNTIL THE DATE DETERMINED UNDER". 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the amendment. The motion prevailed 12-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Rep. Oakes. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out HB 5071 with recommendation, as amended. The 
motion prevailed 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5072 before the committee: 
 
HB 5072 Heise Courts; judges; certain district court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
Representative Walsh offered the following amendments: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 1, after "(1)" by striking out "EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN" 
and inserting "UNTIL THE DATE DETERMINED UNDER". 
 2. Amend page 2, line 5, after "(1)" by striking out "EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN" 
and inserting "UNTIL THE DATE DETERMINED UNDER". 
 3. Amend page 2, following line 14, by inserting:  
 "(A) THE NINETY-SEVENTH DISTRICT CONSISTS OF THE COUNTIES OF 
HOUGHTON, KEWEENAW, AND BARAGA AND IS A DISTRICT OF THE FIRST 
CLASS." and relettering the remaining subdivisions. 
 4. Amend page 3, line 7, after "(1)" by striking out "EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN" 
and inserting "UNTIL THE DATE DETERMINED UNDER". 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the amendments. The motion prevailed 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out HB 5072 with recommendation, as amended. The 
motion prevailed 12-0-1. 



 
 
 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
Vice-Chair Heise took the chair. 
 
The Vice-Chair laid HB 5073 before the committee: 
 
HB 5073 Cotter Courts; judges; certain district court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
Representative Horn moved to report out HB 5073 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Vice-Chair laid HB 5074 before the committee: 
 
HB 5074 Somerville Courts; judges; certain district court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
Representative Horn moved to report out HB 5074 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Chair Walsh returned to the chair. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5075 before the committee: 
 
HB 5075 Pettalia Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
Representative Heise offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 6, after "(1)" by striking out "EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN" 
and inserting "UNTIL THE DATE DETERMINED UNDER". 



 
 
 

 
Representative Heise moved to adopt his amendment. The motion prevailed 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out HB 5075 with recommendation, as amended. The 
motion prevailed 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5093 before the committee: 
 
HB 5093 Segal Courts; judges; certain probate court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Steven Burnham, Kalamazoo County Probate Court. 
Juris Kaps, Van Buren County Prosecutor. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out HB 5093 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
11-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Oakes, Irwin. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5094 before committee: 
 
HB 5094 Oakes Courts; judges; certain district court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
Representative Somerville offered the following amendments: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 11, after the second "THE" by striking out "SECOND-A" 
and inserting "EIGHTY-SEVENTH-A". 
 2. Amend page 2, line 26, after "Sec. 8153." by striking out "The" and inserting "(1) 



 
 
 

UNTIL THE DATE DETERMINED UNDER SUBSECTION (2), THE". 
 3. Amend page 3, line 1, after "judge." by inserting:  
 "(2)". 
 4. Amend page 3, line 12, after "(1)" by striking out "EXCEPT AS PROVIDED 
IN" and inserting "UNTIL THE DATE DETERMINED UNDER". 
 
Representative Somerville moved to adopt his amendments. The motion prevailed 11-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Somerville, Cotter, 
Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Rep. Pettalia. 
 
Representative Oakes moved to report out HB 5094 with recommendation, as amended. The 
motion prevailed 11-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Somerville, Cotter, 
Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Rep. Pettalia. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5095 before committee: 
 
HB 5095 Roy Schmidt Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to report out HB 5095 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Oakes, Brown, Irwin. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5101 before the committee: 
 
HB 5101 Walsh Courts; judges; certain trial court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5101. The motion prevailed. 11-0-
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Oakes, 
Brown, Irwin. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Jacobsen moved to report out HB 5101 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
The motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Oakes, 
Brown, Irwin. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5103 before the committee: 
 
HB 5103 Rutledge Courts; judges; district court judgeships; reduce, and reorganize 

certain district court districts. 
 
Representative Muxlow moved to adopt substitute (H-5) to HB 5103. The motion prevailed. 10-
0-1 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Oakes, 
Irwin. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5104 before the committee: 
 
HB 5104 Somerville Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
Representative Horn moved to report out HB 5104 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
10-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Oakes, 
Irwin. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
  
 
 
 



 
 
 

The Chair laid HB 5106 before the committee: 
 
HB 5106 Cavanagh Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
Representative Horn moved to report out HB 5106 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Oakes, 
Brown, Irwin. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5107 before the committee: 
 
HB 5107 Pettalia Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5107. The motion prevailed. 10-0-
1 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Oakes, 
Brown. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: Rep. Irwin. 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to report out HB 5107 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
The motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Oakes, 
Brown, Irwin. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5108 before the committee: 
 
HB 5108 Irwin Courts; judges; probate court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
Representative Irwin moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5108. The motion prevailed. 11-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Oakes, 
Brown, Irwin. 



 
 
 

 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Irwin moved to report out HB 5108 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
The motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Oakes, 
Brown, Irwin. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair placed the committee at ease at the call of the chair, the time being 10:51 a.m. 
  
The Chair called the committee back to order, the time being 11:03 a.m. 
 
The Chair returned to the consideration of HB 5103: 
 
HB 5103 Rutledge Courts; judges; district court judgeships; reduce, and reorganize 

certain district court districts. 
 
Substitute (H-5) was adopted previously in committee. 
 
Representative Heise offered the following amendments: 
 
 1. Amend page 5, line 18, after "BEGINNING" by striking out "JULY 1, 2012" 
and inserting "JANUARY 2, 2015". 
 2. Amend page 5, line 24, after "BEGINNING" by striking out "JULY 1, 2012" 
and inserting "JANUARY 2, 2015". 
 3. Amend page 6, line 8, after "BEGINNING" by striking out "JULY 1, 2012" and 
inserting "JANUARY 2, 2015". 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt his amendments. The motion prevailed 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Oakes, 
Brown, Irwin. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Horn offered the following amendments: 
 
 1. Amend page 10, line 13, by striking out "CONSOLIDATION" and inserting 
"JUDICIAL REORGANIZATION". 
 2.  1. Amend page 10, line 18, by striking out "CONSOLIDATION" 
and inserting "JUDICIAL REORGANIZATION". 



 
 
 

 
Representative Horn moved to adopt his amendments. The motion prevailed 10-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Oakes, 
Irwin. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
Representative Brown offered the following amendments: 
 
 1. Amend page 8, line 8, after "has" by striking out the balance of the line through 
"HAS" on line 10. 
 2. Amend page 8, line 11, by striking out all of subdivision (B). 
 
Representative Brown moved to adopt her amendments. The motion did not prevail 5-8-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Muxlow moved to report out HB 5103 with recommendation, as amended, as 
substitute (H-7). The motion prevailed 11-2-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Constan, Oakes, 
Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: Reps. Jacobsen, Brown.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Brown moved to excuse Representative Meadows and Representative Olumba. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Oakes moved to approve the minutes of the December 1, 2011, meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:10 
a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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