
 

 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Wednesday, December 12, 2012               8:15 a.m.                   Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
The Chair laid SB 694 and SB 1303 before the committee: 
 
SB 694 (Casperson) Children; parental rights; probate court jurisdiction to terminate parental 

rights of a parent who commits a criminal offense against a child; 
provide for. 

 
SB 1303 (Casperson) Children; parental rights; probate court jurisdiction to terminate parental 

rights of a parent who is or will be imprisoned for 2 or more years for 
offense against a child; provide for. 

 
Senator Casperson testified in support of his bills. 
 
Karen Bahrman, Alger County Prosecutor, and Susan Beifry, representing herself, testified in support of 
the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Colin Parks, representing the Michigan Department of Human Services, testified in opposition to the bills. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the Michigan Probate Judges Association. 
Tony DesChenes, representing the Michigan Judges Association. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of SB 694, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Scott Elbish, representing Marquette County. 
Gerald Corkin, representing Marquette County. 
Jacki Lykins, representing Marquette County. 
Joe Derocha, representing Humboldt Township. 
Stephan Adamini, representing the Civil Counsel of Marquette County. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to SB 694, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Elizabeth Warner, representing the Children's Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan. 
John Cell, representing himself as an Attorney. 
Kathy Hagenian, representing the Michigan Coalition to End Domestic and Sexual Violence. 
Rebecca Shiemke, representing the Michigan Poverty Law Program. 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan. 



 

 
 
 

Mary Lovik, representing the Michigan Domestic and Sexual Violence Prevention and Treatment Board. 
Noah Smith, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan. 
Don Duquette, representing himself. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to adopt the (H-1) substitute to SB 694.  The motion prevailed 11-0-1. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Muxlow, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, Meadows, Constan, 
Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
The Chair laid SB 353 before the committee: 
 
SB 353 (Robertson) Traffic control; violations; any intoxicating substance; include in 

definition of "operating while intoxicated". 
 
Erika Farley, representing Senator Robertson's office, and Nicole Matusko, representing the Prosecuting 
Attorney's Association, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Sgt. Dwayne Gill, representing the Michigan State Police, and Ken Sturker, representing the Michigan 
Prosecuting Attorneys Association, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Kristin Bakker, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan. 
Daniel Pfannes, representing the Wayne County Association of Chiefs of Police. 
Robert Stevenson, representing the Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police. 
 
Representative Heise offered the following amendment to SB 353: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 9, after "substance," by striking out "AND" and inserting "OR". 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the amendment to SB 353.  The motion prevailed. 9-0-1. 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Muxlow, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, Meadows, Constan. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1315 before the committee: 
 
SB 1315 (Proos) Criminal procedure; warrants; warrantless search of parolees; provide 

for. 
 
Kim Wadaga, representing Senator Proos's office, and Daniel Pfannes, representing the Michigan 
Association of Chiefs of Police and the Michigan Sheriffs Association, testified in support of the bill. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
John Shea, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan, submitted a card in opposition to 
the bill, but did not wish to speak. 



 

 
 
 

 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Robert Stevenson, representing the Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police. 
Milt Agay, representing the Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police. 
Alan Cropsey, representing the Attorney General's Office. 
Sgt. Dwayne Gill, representing the Michigan State Police. 
 
Representative Meadows offered the following amendment to SB 1315: 
 

1. Amend page 7, following line 21, after "THE" by inserting "SOLE". 
 
Representative Meadows  moved to adopt the amendment to SB 1315.  The motion prevailed. 10-0-0. 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, Meadows, Constan, 
Irwin. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1000 before the committee: 
 
SB 1000 (Moolenaar) Family law; parenting time; parenting time in a country not a party to the 

Hague convention on the civil aspects of international child abduction; 
prohibit. 

 
John Boothroyd, representing Senator Moolenaar's office, testified in support of the bill. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Gary Reed, representing the Family Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, submitted a card in 
opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1115, SB 1117, and SB 1118 before the committee: 
 
SB 1115 (Kahn) Torts; medical malpractice; procedures for entry of damage awards; 

modify and clarify. 
 
SB 1117 (Moolenaar) Torts; medical malpractice; persons to whom medical malpractice 

provisions of the revised judicature act apply; include nonlicensed health 
care providers. 

 
SB 1118 (Hune) Torts; medical malpractice; statute of limitations; revise period of 

limitations for survival actions and disallow prejudgment interest on 
attorney fees and costs. 

 
Robert Kamerec, representing Plunkett Cooney, testified in support of the bills. 
 
The Chair laid the committee at recess, the time being 9:45 a.m. 
 
The Chair brought the committee back to order, the time being 11:50 a.m. 
 



 

 
 
 

The Chair returned to SB 1115, SB 1117, and SB 1118. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Tina Grant, representing Trinity Health System. 
Christin O'Brien, representing the Michigan Academy of Family Physicians. 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce. 
Laura Appal, representing the Michigan Health and Hospital Association. 
Colin Ford, representing the Michigan State Medical Society. 
Amanda Fisher, representing the National Federation of Independent Businesses. 
Frank Venuto, representing Proassurance. 
Jeff McAcvey, representing the Michigan Insurance Coalition. 
Laura Kune, representing the Doctors Company. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of SB 1115 and SB 1118, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Marc Lipton, representing the Michigan Association of Justice. 
Kevin McKinney, representing the Michigan Osteopathic Association. 
Steve Gallraith, representing the Negligence Section of the State Bar of Michigan. 
 
Steve Gallraith, representing the Oakland County Bar Association, submitted a card in support of SB 
1118, but did not wish to speak. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to SB 1117, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Steve Gallraith, representing the Oakland County Bar Association. 
John Perrin, representing himself. 
Donna MacKenzie, representing herself. 
Stephen Goerhel, representing Mark and Tammy Gifford. 
Scott Peringa, representing the Michigan Malpractice Defense Counsel and Hospital Justice. 
Norman Tucker, representing himself as a patient. 
Marc Lipton, representing the Michigan Association of Justice. 
Jess Reiter, representing himself. 
Michelle Kreger, representing herself. 
Tammy Gifford, representing herself. 
Alison Hirschel, representing the Michigan Campaign for Quality Care. 
Cami McEvers, representing herself. 
Chad Engelhardt, representing the Center for Medical Truth and Justice. 
Steve Gallraith, representing the Negligence Section of the State Bar of Michigan. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1357 before the committee: 
 
SB 1357 (Jones) Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines for 

violations to certain work release regulations; enact. 
 
Ryan Luke, representing Senator Jones's office, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1092 before the committee: 
 
SB 1092 (Jones) Civil procedure; other; judgment liens; provide for foreclosure. 



 

 
 
 

 
Ryan Luke, representing Senator Jones's office, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Cavanagh offered the following amendment to SB 1092: 
 

1. Amend page 5, line 2, after "(1)," by inserting "AND, IF THE PROPERTY IS CONVEYED 
OR SOLD, IF THE GRANTEE'S INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY IS INSURED UNDER A 
POLICY OF TITLE INSURANCE,". 
 
Representative Cavanagh moved to adopt the amendment to SB 1092.  The motion prevailed. 12-0-1. 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Pettalia, Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, 
Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Somerville. 
 
The following people submitted a card in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Michael Buckles, representing the Michigan Creditors Bar Association. 
Lewis Dodak, representing the Michigan Association of Registers of Deeds. 
 
The Chair returned to SB 1357. 
 
Ryan Luke returned to answer further questions. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1296 before the committee: 
 
SB 1296 (Schuitmaker) Civil procedure; statute of limitations; statute of repose for actions 

against an attorney-at-law or a law firm; enact. 
 
Rebecca DeVooght, representing Senator Schuitmaker's office, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the (H-1) substitute to SB 1296.  The motion prevailed 12-0-0. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Pettalia, Somerville, Graves, Meadows, Constan, 
Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Meadows offered the following amendment to SB 1296 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 5, line 1, after "THIS" by striking out "ACT" and inserting "CHAPTER". 
 
Representative Meadows moved to adopt the amendment to SB 1296 (H-1).  The motion prevailed. 11-0-
2. 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Pettalia, Somerville, Graves, Meadows, Constan, 



 

 
 
 

Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Reps. Oakes, Brown. 
 
Marc Lipton, representing the Michigan Association of Justice, submitted a card in opposition to the bill, 
but did not wish to speak. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Gary Reed, representing the Family Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan. 
Mark Harder, representing the Probate Section of the State Bar of Michigan. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1321 before the committee: 
 
SB 1321 (Jones) Occupations; security guards; reporting crimes to law enforcement; 

require. 
 
Ryan Luke, representing Senator Jones's office, and Milton Agay, representing the Michigan Association 
of Chiefs of Police, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Daniel Pfannes, representing the Wayne County Association of Chiefs of Police. 
Larry Julian, representing the Michigan Council of Professional Investigators. 
Nell Kuhnmench, representing the Emergent BioSolutions, Inc. 
Robert Stevenson, representing the Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police. 
Sgt. Dwayne Gill, representing the Michigan State Police. 
 
The Chair laid SB 984 before the committee: 
 
SB 984 (Casperson) Weapons; firearms; procedures for out-of-state purchase of rifles and 

shotguns; clarify. 
 
Kendra Everett, representing Senator Casperson's office, testified in support of the bill. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Heise offered the following amendment to SB 984: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 9, after "LAW" by striking out "70-618" and inserting "90-618". 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the amendment to SB 984.  The motion prevailed. 12-0-1. 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Pettalia, Somerville, Graves, Meadows, Constan, 
Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
The Chair laid the committee at ease, the time being 12:16 p.m. 
 
The Chair brought the committee back to order, the time being 12:28 p.m. 



 

 
 
 

 
The Chair returned to SB 694. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report SB 694 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. The motion 
prevailed 9-3-3. 

  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves. 
 Nays: Reps. Meadows, Constan, Brown.     
 Pass: Reps. Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 
The Chair returned to SB 1303. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report SB 1303 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 9-3-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves. 
 Nays: Reps. Meadows, Constan, Brown.     
 Pass: Reps. Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 
The Chair returned to SB 353. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report SB 353 with recommendation, as amended. The motion prevailed 
13-2-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: Reps. Irwin, Olumba.     
 Pass: Reps. Pettalia, Brown. 
 
The Chair returned to SB 1315. 
 
Representative Horn moved to report SB 1315 with recommendation, as amended. The motion prevailed 
11-3-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: Reps. Meadows, Irwin, Olumba.    
 Pass: Reps. Constan, Oakes, Brown. 
 
The Chair returned to SB 1000. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to report SB 1000 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 9-2-6. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves. 
 Nays: Reps. Irwin, Olumba.     
 Pass: Reps. Heise, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh. 
 



 

 
 
 

The Chair returned to SB 1115. 
 
Representative Graves moved to report SB 1115 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 16-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: Rep. Irwin.     
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair returned to SB 1118. 
 
Representative Somerville moved to report SB 1118 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 14-2-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: Reps. Constan, Irwin.     
 Pass: Rep. Olumba. 
 
The Chair returned to SB 1357. 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to report SB 1357 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 10-5-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves. 
 Nays: Reps. Meadows, Constan, Brown, Irwin, Olumba.     
 Pass: Reps. Oakes, Cavanagh. 
 
The Chair returned to SB 1092. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to report SB 1092 with recommendation, as amended. The motion 
prevailed 14-2-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: Reps. Irwin, Olumba.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
The Chair returned to SB 1296. 
 
Representative Muxlow moved to report SB 1296 with recommendation, as amended, as substitute (H-2). 
The motion prevailed 11-0-6. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Olumba. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Reps. Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 



 

 
 
 

 
The Chair returned to SB 1321. 
 
Representative Damrow moved to report SB 1321 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 15-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Reps. Meadows, Constan. 
 
The Chair returned to SB 984. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report SB 984 with recommendation, as amended. The motion prevailed 
13-0-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Reps. Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to approve the minutes of the December 6, 2012, meeting. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 12:41 p.m. 
 
 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov, (517) 373-5795 
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