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Arrests reportedly up 400 percent in Pontiac under Oakland County
Sheriff's Office

Published: Sunday, November 27, 2011, 1:28 PM  Updated: Sunday, November 27, 2011, 3:16 PM

Michael Wayland | MLive.com
By

Sometimes it takes time for changes to
positively take effect, other times they can occur

quite quickly.

OAKLAN : COUNTY

The latter is true in the case of the Oakland
County Sheriff’'s Officetaking over patrol

urisdictions from the now extinct Pontiac i )
j ‘ View full size Courtesy image

Arrests are reportedly up 400 percent in Pontiac under Oakland County
- Sheriff's Office.

Police Department.

According to reports, with 74 deputies on the

streets -- a third more than before the merger nearly four months ago -- arrests are up 400 percent since August.

Nov. 27, the Detroit Free Press: “It's a dramatic Improvement for the small, impoverished city,
considered one of the most dangerous in the nation. Pontiac had 3,853 violent and property crimes reported
last year -- or 13.16 crimes committed per 100,000 people -- putting it in the eighth percentile in safety
when compared with other U.S. cities.”

The county -- which hired 50 Pontiac officers, as well as others who had been laid off -- took over patrolling the
city on Aug. 1.

The Sheriff’'s Department took over patrols in the cash-strapped city under a contract orchestrated by emergency
financial manager Michaei Stampfler, who had suggested Pontiac could face bankruptcy without serious spending
cuts.

The merger reportedlysaves Pontiac about $2 million a year.

Earlier this year, Stampfler became the state’s first emergency manager to use newly-afforded powers to
throw out a union contract as he worked to eliminate the Pontiac Police Department, and the contract with the

county aligns with Snyder's push for local governments to cut costs by sharing resources.

Email Michael Wayland: MWayland@miive.com and follow him on Twitter at twitter.com/MikeWayland

® 2011 MLive.com. All rights reserved.
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