HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON
MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRSAND HOMELAND
SECURITY

Tuesday, September 11, 2012 12:00 p.m. 308 House Office Building
Representative Ray Franz, Chair, called the meeting to order.

MEMBERSPRESENT: Representatives Franz, Zorn, Haines, Tyler, Callton, Hughes, Graves,
Nathan, Darany, Smiley, Liss, Clemente, and Greimel.

Representative Tyler moved to approve the minutes of the June 12, 2012 meeting.
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.
The Chair laid HR 308 before the committee.

HR 308 (Knollenberg) A resolution to declare September 11-17, 2012, as Patriot Week in
the state of Michigan.

Representative Knollenberg testified in support of HR 308.
Representative Greimel offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to HR 308:

1 Amend the fourth Whereas Clause, after "King, Jr.,” by inserting "Cesar
Chavez,".

The motion prevailed by avote of 12-0-1.
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:
Yeas. Representative Franz, Zorn, Tyler, Callton, Hughes, Graves, Nathan, Darany,
Smiley, Liss, Clemente, and Greimel,
Nays: None,
Pass. Representative Haines.
Representative Nathan offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to HR 308:

1 Amend the fifth Whereas Clause, after "Proclamation,” by inserting "Brown v
Board of Education, the Civil Rights Act of 1964,".

The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-2.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:



Yeas. Representative Franz, Zorn, Tyler, Callton, Hughes, Nathan, Darany, Smiley,
Liss, Clemente, and Greimel,

Nays: None,

Pass. Representative Haines and Graves.

Representative Darany moved to report out HR 308 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation.
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0.
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:

Yeas. Representative Franz, Zorn, Haines, Tyler, Callton, Hughes, Graves, Nathan,
Darany, Smiley, Liss, Clemente, and Greimel,

Nays: None,

Pass: None.

HR 308 (H-1) reported out with recommendation.

The Chair laid HB 5251, HB 5252, and HB 5253 before the committee.

HB 5251 (Damrow) Veterans; benefits; veterans burial expenses; clarify and revise.

HB 5252 (Damrow) Veterans, trust fund; access to veterans trust fund; clarify
eligibility.

HB 5253 (Damrow) Veterans; other; definition of veteran; expand and clarify.

Representative Darany moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5251.
The motion prevailed by avote of 11-0-0.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL:

Yeas. Representative Franz, Zorn, Haines, Tyler, Callton, Hughes, Nathan, Darany,
Smiley, Clemente, and Greimel,

Nays. None,

Pass. None.

Representative Damrow testified in support of HB 5251, HB 5252, and HB 5253.

Don Lotter, representing the American Legion Post No. 7, and AMVETS Post 1072, testified in
support of HB 5253.

Kermit Harris, representing Macomb County, testified in opposition to HB 5251, HB 5252, and
HB 5253.

Carl Pardon, representing the Michigan Association of County Veteran Counselors, testified in
opposition to HB 5251, HB 5252, and HB 5253.



The following people submitted testimony cards in support of HB 5251, HB 5252, and HB 5253,
but did not wish to speak:

Lino Pretto, representing the Order of the Purple Heart,

Doug Williams, representing the American Legion, the Marine Corps League, and the
Commanders Group of Michigan,

Phil Patterson, representing the Veterans of Foreign Wars,

Ben Bodkin, representing the Michigan Association of Counties,

Ryan Mitchell, with Senator Mike Green's office.

No further action wastaken on HB 5251, HB 5252, and HB 5253.

With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the
time being 12:38 p.m.

Representative Ray Franz, Chair Ben Cook
Committee Clerk
bcook @house.mi.gov
September 11, 2012
38 minutes

Date Approved and Signed

* indicates written material submitted.
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