
 
 
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES, TOURISM, AND OUTDOOR 

RECREATION 
 
307 House Office Building                    Tuesday 9:00 A.M.                February 7, 2012 
 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
The Chair, Representative Foster, requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the 
appointed committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens. 

 Absent/Excused:  Representative Stapleton. 
 
Representative Hughs moved to approve the minutes of the January 31, 2012 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Hughs moved to excuse the absent member from the meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4302, HB 4969 and HB 4970 before the committee. 
 
HB 4302 McBroom Property tax; other; qualified forest property recapture tax; revise. 
 
HB 4969 Foster Natural resources; forests; tax exemption for certain forest 

property; provide for. 
 
HB 4970 Huuki Property tax; classification; qualified forest property; provide 

property tax exemption. 
 
Chair Foster explained his bill to the committee members. Questions and discussion  
followed. 
 
Representative McBroom explained his bill to the committee.  Questions and discussion  
followed. 
 
The following testified in support of the bill package with questions and discussion following 
each. 



 
Gary Owen, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Warren Suchovsky, representing the Michigan Association of Timbermen 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for the bill package. 
 
Nell Kuhnmuench, representing Plum Creek 
Judy Augenstein, representing the Great Lakes Timber Professionals 
Scott Robbins, representing the Michigan Forest Products Council 
Kent Wood and Amy Trotter, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) 
Gary Melow, representing Michigan Biomass 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 9:35 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
February 7, 2012 

________________________________    35 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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