
 
 
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES, TOURISM, AND OUTDOOR 

RECREATION 
 
307 House Office Building                    Tuesday 9:00 A.M.                February 14, 2012 
 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
The Chair, Representative Foster, requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the 
appointed committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens. 

 Absent/Excused:  Representative Haugh. 
 
Representative Johnson moved to approve the minutes of the February 7, 2012 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Bledsoe moved to excuse the absent member from the meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 412 before the committee. 
 
SB 412 Booher Natural resources; hunting; wild turkey license fee; modify use. 
 
Senator Booher explained his bill to committee members. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following testified on SB 412 with questions and discussion following each. 
 
Jim Maturen, representing the Michigan Wild Turkey Hunters Association (support) 
Tom Snyder, representing the National Wild Turkey Federation, Michigan Chapter (oppose) 
Al Stewart, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (oppose) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for SB 412 but did not speak. 
 
Kent Wood, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs 
  
 
The Chair laid HB 4302, HB 4969 and HB 4970 before the committee. 



 
HB 4302 McBroom Property tax; other; qualified forest property recapture tax; revise. 
 
HB 4969 Foster Natural resources; forests; tax exemption for certain forest 

property; provide for. 
 
HB 4970 Huuki Property tax; classification; qualified forest property; provide 

property tax exemption. 
 
Shirley Businski, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resource, submitted a  
testimony card indicating support for HB 4302, HB 4969 and 4970. 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to adopt substitute (H-3) for HB 4302. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to report with recommendation HB 4302 as substitute (H-
3). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 7-0-3.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson and 
Pettalia, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representative Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens. 
 

SB 4302 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-3) 
 
 Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to adopt substitute (H-2) for HB 4969. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 4969 substitute 



(H-2) 
 1. Amend page 8, line 10, by striking out all of subsection (8) and inserting:  
 "(8) AN APPLICATION TO WITHDRAW COMMERCIAL FORESTLAND 
FROM THE OPERATION OF THIS PART THAT MEETS ALL OF THE FOLLOWING 
REQUIREMENTS SHALL BE GRANTED WITHOUT PAYMENT OF THE 
WITHDRAWAL APPLICATION FEE OR PENALTY UNDER THIS SECTION: 
 (A) EVIDENCE IS SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE LAND 
MET THE LEGAL REQUIREMENTS TO BE EXEMPT FROM AD VALOREM 
PROPERTY TAX ON TAX DAY FOR THE TAX YEAR IN WHICH THE LIST 
APPLICATION WAS SUBMITTED AND APPROVED AND THAT THE LAND 
WOULD HAVE MET THE LEGAL REQUIREMENTS TO BE EXEMPT FROM AD 
VALOREM PROPERTY TAX ON TAX DAY FOR EACH YEAR THAT THE LAND 
WAS SUBJECT TO THE OPERATION OF THIS PART, IF THE LAND HAD NOT 
BEEN SUBJECT TO THE OPERATION OF THIS PART. AS USED IN THIS 
SUBSECTION, "TAX DAY" MEANS THAT TERM AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 2 OF 
THE GENERAL PROPERTY TAX ACT, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.2. 
 (B) THE APPLICATION TO WITHDRAW IS SUBMITTED TO THE 
DEPARTMENT BY THE SAME LANDOWNER THAT OWNED THE LAND ON TAX 
DAY FOR THE TAX YEAR IN WHICH THE LIST APPLICATION WAS SUBMITTED 
AND THAT SUBMITTED THE APPLICATION FOR DETERMINATION UNDER 
SECTION 51103. 
 (C) REIMBURSEMENT IS MADE BY THE LANDOWNER TO THE STATE 
TREASURER FOR THE SPECIFIC TAX THAT WAS PAID BY THE STATE 
TREASURER TO THE COUNTY TREASURER, AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 51106(1), 
FOR EACH TAX YEAR THE LAND WAS COMMERCIAL FORESTLAND.". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-2.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Stapleton,  
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Bledsoe and Slavens. 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to report with recommendation HB 4969 as 
substitute  (H-3). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-1.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Stapleton and Bledsoe, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representative Slavens. 
 

SB 4969 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-3) 



 
Representative Huuki moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for HB 4970. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Huuki moved to report with recommendation HB 4970 as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

HB 4970 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-1) 
 

Chuck Hersey, representing the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG), gave 
the committee an update on the State Water Pollution Revolving Fund Advisory committee 
report. Questions and discussion followed the presentation. Mr. Hersey also submitted written 
material. 
 
Gary Burk, representing the City of Owosso, testified in support of the Advisory committee 
report. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 10:05 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
February 14, 2012 

________________________________    65 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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