
 
 
 

HOUSE  STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES, TOURISM, AND OUTDOOR 

RECREATION 
 

 
307 House Office Building                        Tuesday 9:00 A.M.                   March 8, 2011 
 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Foster requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe, Slavens. 

 Absent/Excused:  None. 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to approve the minutes of March 1, 2011. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent 
 
The Chair laid HB 4111 before the committee. 
 
HB 4111 Rendon Natural resources; other; use of certain volunteer groups for habitat 

work on state lands; allow. 
 
Representative Rendon explained his bill to the committee. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards supporting HB 4111 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Donna Spenner, representing the Michigan State Employees Association 
Larry Thompson, representing the Missaukee Conservation District 
Lori Phalen, representing the Michigan Association of Conservation Districts 
Betsy Koehnlein, representing the Ionia Conservation District 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 4111 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 24, after "VOLUNTEER." By inserting "THE 
DEPARTMENT SHALL MAKE A REASONABLE EFFORT TO ENSURE THAT EACH 
VOLUNTEER IS PROPERLY TRAINED AND SUPERVISED.". 
 
The motion failed by a vote of 3-8-0 



 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens,  
 Nays: Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
 Pettalia and Stapleton, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Huuki moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 4111. 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 23, by striking out all of line 23 through "VOLUNTEER." 
on line 24. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 6-5-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes and Johnson, 
 Nays: Representatives Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Damrow moved to report with recommendation HB 4111 as substitute H-1. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-2.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh and Stapleton, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Bledsoe and Slavens. 
 

HB 4111 reported out with recommendation as substitute H-1. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4207 before the committee. 
 
HB 4207 Kurtz Environmental protection; air pollution; residential burn barrel 

ban; prohibit department of natural resources and environment 
from adopting rules. 

 
Representative Kurtz explained his bill to the committee members. Questions and discussion  
followed. 
 
The following testified indicating opposition to HB 4207. 
 
Kerrin O'Brien, representing the Michigan Recycling Coalition 
Tina Reynolds, representing the Michigan Environmental Council 
Susan Harley, representing Clean Water Action 
 



The following testified indicating support for HB 4207. 
 
Rory Mattson, representing the U.P. Sportsmen's Alliance 
Matt Smego, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 
The Chair laid HB 4371 before the committee. 
 
HB 4371 Pettalia Natural resources; hunting; minimum hunting age; eliminate, and 

create mentored youth hunting program. 
 
Representative Pettalia explained his bill to the committee. Questions and discussion followed. 
The following submitted written comments. 
 
The following testified in support of HB 4371. 
 
Jeremy Rime, representing the U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 
Erin McDonough and Dave Nyberg, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs 
Michael Thiede, representing the Michigan Gun Owners/Michigan Duck Hunters Association 
Charles Nelson, representing himself 
Matt Wood, representing the Michigan Hunting Dog Federation 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for HB 4371 but did not wish to  
speak. 
 
Gabe Van Wormer, representing himself 
Phil Hewitt, representing the Michigan Bear Hunters Association 
Rebecca Park, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
Becky Humphries, representing Ducks Unlimited 
Drew Peters, representing the Duck Hunters Association 
John Caretti, representing the Michigan Trappers & Predator Callers Association 
Carol Rose, representing the Montmorency County Conservation Club 
Arthur Pelon, representing himself 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 10:40 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
March 8, 2011 

________________________________    100 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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