
 
 
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES, TOURISM, AND OUTDOOR 

RECREATION 
 
307 House Office Building                    Tuesday 9:00 A.M.                March 20, 2012 
 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
The Chair, Representative Foster, requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the 
appointed committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Hughes, Johnson, Pettalia, Haugh, 
Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens. 

 Absent/Excused:  Representative Damrow. 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2012 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to excuse the absent member. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 528, SB 529, SB 530, SB 531, SB 532 and SB 533 before the committee. 
 
SB 528 Casperson Environmental protection; underground storage tanks; liability and 

cleanup procedures; modify. 
 
SB 529 Booher Environmental protection; underground storage tanks; liability and 

cleanup procedures; modify. 
 
SB 530 Pavlov Environmental protection; underground storage tanks; liability and 

cleanup procedures; modify. 
 
SB 531 Meekhof Environmental protection; underground storage tanks; liability and 

cleanup procedures; modify. 
 
SB 532 Kowall Environmental protection; underground storage tanks; liability and 

cleanup procedures; modify. 
 
SB 533 Green Environmental protection; underground storage tanks; liability and 

cleanup procedures; modify. 
 



The following testified on the bill package. 
 
James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council (oppose) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on the bill package but did not wish  
to speak. 
 
Tiffany Watrous, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber (support) 
Michigan Chamber of Commerce (support) 
 
The following submitted written comments. 
 
James Clift, Michigan Environmental Council 
 
The Chair laid HB 4684 before the committee. 
 
HB 4684 MacMaster Recreation; trails; use of certain trails by pack and saddle animals; 

provide for. 
 
Representative MacMaster explained the purposed substitute (H-4) and amendments. Questions  
and discussion followed. 
 
Trevor VanDyke and Christine Hanaburgh, representing the Michigan Department of Natural  
Resources, testified indicating a neutral position on HB 4684 (with amendments), in opposition  
 (without amendments).  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following testified on HB 4684. 
 
Kent Wood, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs (support with amendments) 
Nancy Krupiarz, representing the Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance (Neutral) 
Ted Welsh, representing the Michigan Mountain Biking Association (oppose) 
Gabrielle Hume, representing the Back Country Horsemen (support) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for HB 4684 but did not wish to  
speak. 
 
Rebecca Park, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
Diane McConnell, representing the Back Country Horsemen 
Charlotte Prochazka, representing the Elk Hill Trail Riders 
Mike Stinson, representing the Back Country Horsemen 
Connie Kleinhardt, representing the Back Country Horsemen 
Gordon Davis, representing the Back Country Horsemen 
Marieta Davis, representing the Back Country Horsemen 
Rita Parsch, representing the Back Country Horsemen 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to adopt substitute (H-4) for HB 4684 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0.  
 



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Hughes, Johnson, Pettalia, Haugh, 

Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to adopt the following amendments to the substitute (H-4). 
 1. Amend page 2, line 16 after "DESIGNATED" by inserting BY THE 
DEPARTMENT". 
 2. Amend page 9, line 10, after "USAGE" by inserting "OF THE TRAIL". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Hughes, Johnson, Pettalia, Haugh, 
Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to adopt the following amendments to the substitute (H-4). 
 1. Amend page 8, line 24, after "DETERMINES," by striking "BASED UPON A 
BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT". 
 2. Amend page 8, line 26, after "LAW" by inserting a comma and "STATE LAW". 
 3. Amend page 9, line 1, after "LAW" by inserting a comma and "STATE LAW". 
 4. Amend page 9, line 2, after "REQUIREMENTS." by striking the balance of the 
subsection. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Hughes, Johnson, Pettalia, Haugh, 
Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Haugh moved to adopt the following amendments to the substitute (H-4). 
 1. Amend page 2, line 24, after "declares" by striking out the balance of the line through 
"A" on line 25 and inserting "that a". 
 2. Amend page 3, line 11, by striking out all of subdivision (b). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Hughes, Johnson, Pettalia, Haugh, 
Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to report with recommendation HB 4684 as substitute (H-5). 



 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-2.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Hughes, Johnson, Pettalia, Haugh and 
Stapleton, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Bledsoe and Slavens. 
 

HB 4684 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-5) 
 

The Chair laid HB 5415 before the committee. 
 
HB 5415 Foster Recreation; local parks; Father Marquette national memorial and 

Mackinac straits area museum advisory board; establish. 
 
Trevor VanDyke and Sandra Clark, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resources,  
testified indicating a neutral position on HB 5415. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on HB 5415 but did not wish to speak. 
 
James Durm, representing Moran Township (support) 
Barbara J. Brown, representing herself (support) 
 
The following submitted written testimony on HB 5415. 
 
Barbara J. Brown, representing herself 
James Durm, representing Moran Township 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee the Chair, Representative Foster, 
adjourned the meeting, the time being 10:05 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
March 20, 2012 

________________________________    65 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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