
 
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES, TOURISM, AND OUTDOOR 

RECREATION 
 
307 House Office Building                    Tuesday 9:00 A.M.                June 12, 2012 
 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
The Chair, Representative Foster, requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the 
appointed committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens. 

 Absent/Excused:  Representative Stapleton. 
 
Representative Damrow moved to approve the minutes of the June 5, 2012 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Damrow moved to excuse the absent member. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1052 before the committee. 
 
SB 1052 Casperson Natural resources; shorelands; beach grooming; allow. 
 
Senator Casperson explained his bill to the committee members. Questions and discussion  
followed. 
 
The following testified on SB 1052. 
 
Maggie Cox, representing the Department of Environmental Quality (neutral) 
Joe McBride, representing Save Our Shoreline (support) 
James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council (oppose) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on SB 1052 but not wish to speak. 
 
Lori Phalen, representing the Michigan Association of Conservation Districts (support) 
Rachel Hood, representing the West Michigan Environmental Action Council (oppose) 
Bernard Uhlmann, representing the Save Our Shores (support) 
Ernie Krygier, representing Save Our Shores (support) 



Shannan Kane, representing the Sierra Club (oppose) 
 
The following submitted written comments on SB 1052. 
 
Jennifer McKay, representing the Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
Joel Brammeier, representing the Alliance for the Great Lakes 
Susan Harley, representing Clean Water Action/Michigan 
 
Representative Bledsoe offered the following amendments to SB 1052: 
 1. Amend page 10, line 19, by striking out all of subsection (6) and inserting: 
 "(6) SUBSECTION (5) DOES NOT APPLY TO LANDS INCLUDED IN THE 
SURVEY OF THE DELTA OF THE ST. CLAIR RIVER, OTHERWISE REFERRED TO 
AS THE ST. CLAIR FLATS, LOCATED WITHIN CLAY TOWNSHIP, ST. CLAIR 
COUNTY, AS PROVIDED FOR IN 1899 PA 175.". 
 2. Amend page 18, line 24, by striking out all of subsection (3) and inserting: 
 "(3) SUBSECTION (2) DOES NOT APPLY TO LANDS INCLUDED IN THE 
SURVEY OF THE DELTA OF THE ST. CLAIR RIVER, OTHERWISE REFERRED TO 
AS THE ST. CLAIR FLATS, LOCATED WITHIN CLAY TOWNSHIP, ST. CLAIR 
COUNTY, AS PROVIDED FOR IN 1899 PA 175.". 
 
Representative Damrow moved to adopt the amendments to SB 1052. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Hughes offered the following amendments to SB 1052: 
 1. Amend page 1, following "THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 
ENACT:" by inserting:  
 "Sec. 1301. As used in this part: 
 (a) "Application period" means the period beginning when an application for a permit is 
received by the state and ending when the application is considered to be administratively 
complete under section 1305 and any applicable fee has been paid. 
 (b) "Department" means the department, agency, or officer authorized by this act to 
approve or deny an application for a particular permit. 
 (c) "Director" means the director of the state department authorized under this act to 
approve or deny an application for a particular permit or the director's designee. 
 (d) "Permit" means a permit or operating license required by any of the following 
sections or by rules promulgated thereunder, or, in the case of section 9112, by an ordinance 
adopted thereunder: 
 (i) Section 3104, floodplain alteration permit. 
 (ii) Section 3503, permit for use of water in mining iron ore. 



 (iii) Section 4105, sewerage system construction permit. 
 (iv) Section 6516, vehicle testing license. 
 (v) Section 6521, motor vehicle fleet testing permit. 
 (vi) Section 8310, restricted use pesticide dealer license. 
 (vii) Section 8310a, agricultural pesticide dealer license. 
 (viii) Section 8504, license to manufacture or distribute fertilizer. 
 (ix) Section 9112, local soil erosion and sedimentation control permit. 
 (x) Section 11509, solid waste disposal area construction permit. 
 (xi) Section 11512, solid waste disposal area operating license. 
 (xii) Section 11542, municipal solid waste incinerator ash landfill operating license 
amendment. 
 (xiii) Section 11702, septage waste servicing license or septage waste vehicle license. 
 (xiv) Section 11709, septage waste site permit. 
 (xv) Section 30104, inland lakes and streams project permit. 
 (xvi) Section 30304, state permit for dredging, filling, or other activity in wetland. Permit 
includes an authorization for a specific project to proceed under a general permit issued under 
section 30312. 
 (xvii) Section 31509, dam construction, repair, or removal permit. 
 (xviii) Section 32312, flood risk, high risk, or environmental area permit. 
 (xix) Section 32503, 32512, permit for dredging and filling bottomland. 
 (xx) Section 32603, permit for submerged log removal from Great Lakes bottomlands. 
 (xxi) Section 35304, department permit for critical dune area use. 
 (xxii) Section 36505, endangered species permit. 
 (xxiii) Section 41702, game bird hunting preserve license. 
 (xxiv) Section 42101, dog training area permit. 
 (xxv) Section 42501, fur dealer's license. 
 (xxvi) Section 42702, game dealer's license. 
 (xxvii) Section 44513, charter boat operating permit under reciprocal agreement. 
 (xxviii) Section 44517, boat livery operating permit. 
 (xxix) Section 45503, permit to take frogs for scientific use. 
 (xxx) Section 45902, game fish propagation license. 
 (xxxi) Section 45906, game fish import license. 
 (xxxii) Section 61525, oil or gas well drilling permit. 
 (xxxiii) Section 62509, brine, storage, or waste disposal well drilling or conversion permit 
or test well drilling permit. 
 (xxxiv) Section 63103a, ferrous mineral mining permit. 
 (xxxv) Section 63514 or 63525, surface coal mining and reclamation permit or revision of 
the permit, respectively. 
 (xxxvi) Section 63704, sand dune mining permit. 
 (xxxvii) Section 72108, use permits for Michigan trailway. 
 (xxxviii) Section 76109, sunken aircraft or watercraft abandoned property recovery 
permit. 
 (xxxix) Section 76504, Mackinac Island motor vehicle and land use permits. 
 (xxxx) Section 80159, buoy or beacon permit. 
 (e) "Processing deadline" means the last day of the processing period. 
 (f) "Processing period" means the following time period after the close of the application 



period, for the following permit, as applicable: 
 (i) Twenty days for a permit under section 61525 or 62509.  
 (ii) Thirty days for a permit under section 9112. 
 (iii) Thirty days after the department consults with the underwater salvage and preserve 
committee created under section 76103, for a permit under section 76109. 
 (iv) Sixty days, for a permit under section 30104 for a minor project as established by 
rule under section 30105(7) or for a permit under section 32312. 
 (v) Sixty days or, if a hearing is held, 90 days for a permit under section 35304. 
 (vi) Sixty days or, if a hearing is held, 120 days for a permit under section 30104, other 
than a permit for a minor project as established by rule under section 30105(7), or for a permit 
under section 31509. 
 (vii) Ninety days for a permit under section 11512, a revision of a surface coal mining 
and reclamation permit under section 63525, or a permit under section 72108. 
 (viii) Ninety days or, if a hearing is held, 150 days for a permit under section 3104, 
30304, or 32503 or an authorization for a specific project to proceed under a general permit 
issued under section 30312. 
 (ix) Ninety days after the close of the review or comment period under section 32604, or 
if a public hearing is held, 90 days after the date of the public hearing for a permit under section 
32603. 
 (x) One hundred twenty days for a permit under section 11509, 11542, 63103a, 63514, or 
63704. 
 (xi) One hundred fifty days for a permit under section 36505. However, if a site 
inspection or federal approval is required, the 150-day period is tolled pending completion of the 
inspection or receipt of the federal approval. 
 (xii) For any other permit, 150 days or, if a hearing is held, 90 days after the hearing, 
whichever is later.". 
 2. Amend page 11, line 12, after "wetland" by striking out "MAY" and inserting 
"shall". 
 3. Amend page 17, line 11, after "department" by inserting "PURSUANT TO 
PART 13". 
 
Representative Damrow moved to adopt the amendments to SB 1052. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Chair Foster offered the following amendment to SB 1052: 
 1. Amend page 22, following line 19, by inserting:  
 "SEC. 41412. THE COUNCIL SHALL REVIEW AND PROVIDE 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON PHRAGMITES AUSTRALIS CONTROL MEASURES TO 
THE DEPARTMENT AND TO THE STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE 



AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WITH PRIMARY JURISDICTION RELATING 
TO NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE ENVIRONMENT.". 
 
Representative Damrow moved to adopt the amendment to SB 1052. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt offered the following amendment to SB 1052: 
 1.     Amend page 10, line 12, after "STATE" by striking out "OR A  
LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT". 
 
Representative Damrow moved to adopt the amendment to SB 1052. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None 
 
Representative Damrow moved to report with recommendation SB 1052 as a substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-1 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh and Bledsoe, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representative Slavens. 
 

SB 1052 reported with recommendation as a substitute (H-1) 
 
The Chair laid SB 717 before the committee. 
 
SB 717 Proos Natural resources; hunting; hunters helping farmers program; 

create. 
 
The following testified on SB 717. 
 



Trevor VanDyke and Mark Sargent, representing the Department of Natural Resource (neutral) 
Rebecca Park, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau (support) 
 
Representative Damrow moved to report with recommendation SB 717. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

SB 717 reported with recommendation 
 
The Chair laid SB 1130 and HB 5647 before the committee.  
 
SB 1130 Meekhof Natural resources; sand dunes; process for designating critical 

dunes; modify, and provide development eligibility for certain 
privately owned land. 

 
HB 5647 Bumstead Natural resources; sand dunes; process for designating critical 

dunes; modify, and provide development eligibility for certain 
privately owned land. 

 
Rachel Hoekstra, representing Senator Meekhof's office, explained SB 1130 to committee  
members. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following testified on SB 1130. 
 
Maggie Cox, representing the Department of Environmental Quality (oppose) 
Dan Coffey, representing the Michigan Association of Realtors (support) 
Lee Schwartz, representing the Michigan Association of Home Builders (support) 
Tom Frazier, representing the Michigan Townships Association (oppose) 
Rachel Hood, representing the West Michigan Environmental Action Council (oppose) 
James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council (oppose) 
Brian Westrin, representing the Association of Realtors (support) 
  
The following submitted testimony cards on SB 1130 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Susan Harley, representing the Clean Water Action (oppose) 
Greg Clark, representing the Indiana/Michigan Power (support) 
Charles Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (support) 
Shannan Kane, representing the Sierra Club (oppose) 
 
The following submitted written comments on SB 1130. 



 
Jennifer McKay, representing the Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
Joel Brammeier, representing the Alliance for the Great Lakes 
Terry Deegan, representing himself 
Rachel Hood, representing the West Michigan Environmental Action Council 
Lee Schwartz, representing the Michigan Home Association of Home Builders 
James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council 
 
The following testified on HB 5647 

 
Lori Phalen, representing the Michigan Association of Conservation Districts (oppose) 
Kelly Goward, representing the Michigan Association of Conservation Districts (oppose) 
Charles Davis, representing the Preserve the Dunes (oppose) 
Dan Coffey, representing the Michigan Association of Realtors (support) 
Lee Schwartz, representing the Michigan Association of Home Builders (support) 
Brian Westrin, representing the Association of Realtors (support) 
Rachel Hood, representing the West Michigan Environmental Action Council (oppose) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on HB 5647 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Susan Harley, representing the Clean Water Action (oppose) 
Charles Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (support) 
Shannan Kane, representing the Sierra Club (oppose) 

 
The following submitted written comments on HB 5647. 
 
Joel Brammeier, representing the Alliance for the Great Lakes 
Rachel Hood, representing the West Michigan Environmental Action Council 
Charles Davis, representing the Preserve the Dunes, Inc 
Kelly Goward, representing the Michigan Conservation Districts 
Lee Schwartz, representing the Michigan Association of Home Builders 
 
The Chair placed the committee at ease, the time being 10:40 am 
 
The Chair call the meeting back to order, the time being 6:40 pm 
 
Representative Damrow offered the following amendments to SB 1052: 
 1. Amend page 15, line 3, after "has" by striking out "30" and inserting "60". 
 2. Amend page 29, line 8, after "have" by striking out "30" and inserting "60". 
 3. Amend page 29, line 15, by striking out "30" and inserting "60". 
 4. Amend page 29, line 19, after "WITHIN" by striking out "30" and inserting "60". 
 5. Amend page 29, line 26, after "the" by striking out "30-DAY" and inserting "60-
day". 
 6. Amend page 30, line 5, after "the" by striking out "30-DAY" and inserting "60-
day". 
 



Representative Johnson moved to adopt the amendments to SB 1052. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 7-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson and 
Pettalia, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Huuki moved to report with recommendation SB 1130 as substitute (H-1) 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 6-0-1 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Johnson and Pettalia, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representative Hughes. 
 

SB 1130 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-1) 
 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair, Representative Foster, 
adjourned the meeting, the time being 6:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
June 12, 2012 

________________________________    115 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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