
 
 
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES, TOURISM, AND OUTDOOR 

RECREATION 
 
307 House Office Building                    Tuesday 9:00 A.M.                November 1, 2011 
 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
The Chair, Representative Foster, requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the 
appointed committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens. 

 Absent/Excused:  None 
 
Representative Johnson moved to approve the minutes of October 25, 2011 and October 27, 
2011 meetings. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4845, HB 4846, HB 4847 and HB 4848 before the committee. 
 
HB 4845 Foster Watercraft; safety; boating safety certificate and watercraft 

endorsement; define, and allow operation of motorboat by person less 
than 12 years of age under certain circumstances. 

 
HB 4846 Wayne Schmidt Watercraft; violations; vessel operated without required marine safety 

equipment; allow peace officer to issue citation to owner or operator, 
require observer when vessel is towing a person, and revise definition 
of passenger. 

 
HB 4847 Haugh Watercraft; other; identification and lighting requirements for barges; 

enact and provide penalties and remedies. 
 
HB 4848 LaFontaine Watercraft; violations; fleeing and eluding police or conservation 

officer while operating a vessel; prohibit. 
 
Gary Owen and Lt. Andy Turner, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
testified indicating support for the bill package. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Bret Marr, representing the Michigan Boating Industries Association, submitted a testimony card 
indicating support for the bill package but did not wish to speak. 



 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved the following amendment to HB 4845 (H-1 as adopted 
October 25, 2011). 

 
1. Amend page 4, following line 14, by inserting:  

 "Sec. 80212. (1) The department shall issue a boating safety certificate to each individual 
who successfully completes a boating safety course as described in section 80211 and passes an 
examination PRESCRIBED BY THE DEPARTMENT. The examination shall be administered 
in person and proctored by the department or an agent of the department. 
 (2) The department shall consider the number of examinations that are administered or 
proctored under this section when calculating the state aid to counties under section 80117. 
 (3) The department shall not issue a boating safety certificate to an individual unless the 
individual has successfully completed a boating safety course and passed an examination as 
described in subsection (1). A boating safety certificate issued under this section is valid, unless 
revoked, for the life of the person who earned the certificate.". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Haugh moved the following amendments to HB 4845 (H-1). 
 
 1.    Amend page 3, line 16, after "in" by striking out "Subsection (4)" and inserting  
"THIS SECTION" 
 2.     Amend page 3, line 26, after "in" by striking out  "Subsection (4)" and inserting 
"THIS SECTION" 
 3.    Amend page 4, following line 14, by inserting "(5) BEGINNING  JULY 1, 2012, A 
PERSON WHO IS BORN ON OR AFTER JULY 1, 1996 SHALL NOT OPERATE A 
MOTORBOAT ON THE WATERS OF THIS STATE UNLESS THE PERSON HAS 
BEEN ISSUED AND IS IN POSSESSION OF A WATER SAFETY CERTIFICATE." 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to report with recommendation HB 4845 as  
substitute (H-2). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 



Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

HB 4845 reported with recommendation as a substitute (H-2). 
 
Representative Johnson moved to report with recommendation HB 4846 as substitute (H-1 as  
adopted on October 25, 2011). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

HB 4846 reported with recommendation as a substitute (H-1). 
 

Representative Bledsoe moved to adopt the following amendment to substitute (H-1 as adopted  
on October 25, 2011) for HB 4847. 
 
 1.    Amend page 3, line 5, after "THAN" by striking out "$1,000.00" and inserting  
"$10,000.00". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Stapleton moved to report HB 4847 as substitute (H-2) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

HB 4847 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-2). 
 



Representative Johnson moved to report with recommendation HB 4848 as substitute (H-1 as  
adopted on October 25, 2011). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

HB 4848 reported with recommendation as a substitute (H-1). 
 
The Chair laid HB 5109 and HB 5110 before the committee. 
 
HB 5109 Jenkins Watercraft; safety; requirement for persons riding on or being 

towed behind a personal watercraft to wear certain personal 
flotation devices; eliminate. 

 
HB 5110 LeBlanc Watercraft; traffic control; criteria for investigatory stops of 

moving vessels; clarify. 
 
Gary Owen and Lt. Andy Turner, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
testified indicating support for HB 5109 and a neutral position on HB 5110.  Questions and  
discussion followed. 
 
Bret Marr, representing the Michigan Boating Industries Association, submitted a testimony card 
indicating support of the bill package. 
 
Representative Johnson moved to report with recommendation HB 5109. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

HB 5109 reported with recommendation. 
 

Representative Haugh moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 5110. 
 
 1.    Amend page 2, line 9, after "reasonable" by striking out "AND  
ARTICULABLE" 
 



The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Haugh moved to report HB 5110 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

HB 5110 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 9:40 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
November 1, 2011 

________________________________    40 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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