
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES, TOURISM, AND OUTDOOR 

RECREATION 
 
308 House Office Building                    Thursday 8:30 A.M.                November 10, 2011 
 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
The Chair, Representative Foster, requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the 
appointed committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens. 

 Absent/Excused:  Representative Stapleton. 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to approve the minutes of November 1, 2011 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Hughes moved to excuse the absent member from the meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5136 before the committee. 
 
HB 5136 Wayne Schmidt Recreation; other; recreational vehicles; allow electronic 

verification of identity of applicant for title and registration 
purposes. 

 
Representative Wayne Schmidt explained his bill to the committee members. 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to report with recommendation HB 5136. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Pettalia, 
Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

HB 5136 reported with recommendation. 
 



The Chair laid HB 4207 before the committee. 
 
HB 4207 Kurtz Environmental protection; air pollution; residential burn barrel 

ban; prohibit department of natural resources and environment 
from adopting rules. 

 
Representative Kurtz explained the changes in the purposed substitute (H-2). Questions and  
discussion followed. 
 
Maggie Cox, representing the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, testified  
indicating support for the HB 4207. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on HB 4207 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Matt Smego, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau (support) 
Susan Harley, representing the Clean Water Action (neutral, if (H-2) substitute is adopted) 
Kevin O'Brien, representing the Michigan Recycling Coalition (support, if (H-2) substitute is  
adopted) 
 
The following submitted written comments on HB 4207. 
 
Mike Berkowitz, representing the Sierra Club/Michigan Chapter 
 
Representative Damrow moved to adopt substitute (H-2) for HB 4207.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-2.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia and Haugh, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Bledsoe and Slavens. 
 
Representative Hughes moved to report with recommendation HB 4207 as substitute (H-2). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-2.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia and Haugh, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Bledsoe and Slavens. 
 

HB 4207 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-2). 
 
 



The Chair laid HB 4684 before the committee. 
 
HB 4684 MacMaster Recreation; trails; use of certain trails by pack and saddle animals; 

provide for. 
 
Representative MacMaster testified in support HB 4684. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following testified on HB 4684. 
 
Dick Kleinhardt, representing the Back Country Horseman (support) 
Kent Wood, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs (oppose) 
Gary Owen, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (oppose) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on HB 4684 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Jean Doss, representing James Clift (Michigan Environmental Council) (neutral) 
Connie Kleinhardt, representing the Back Country Horseman (support) 
Mike Stinson, representing the Back Country Horseman (support) 
Ray Dodge, representing the Trail Riders (support) 
Jean Tata, representing the Shiawassee Trail Riders (support) 
Vic Ouellette, representing the Michigan Hunters Safety Association (oppose) 
Beu Wickerhaim, representing the Michigan Council of Pheasants Forever (oppose) 
Bryan Burroughs, representing the Michigan Trout Unlimited (oppose) 
Bruce Levey, representing the Michigan Bowhunters Association (oppose) 
Gildo Tori, representing the Michigan Ducks Unlimited (oppose) 
Dave Borgeson, representing the Michigan Resource Stewards (oppose) 
Denny Grinold, representing the Michigan Charter Boat Association (oppose) 
 
Representative Foster offered the following amendments to HB 4684. 
 1. Amend page 1, line 1, by striking out all of section 504. 
 2. Amend page 10, line 7, after "department." by inserting "HOWEVER, THE 
DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT ALLOW PACK AND SADDLE ANIMALS TO UTILIZE 
PACK AND SADDLE TRAILWAYS IN A MANNER THAT VIOLATES FEDERAL 
LAW OR FEDERAL GRANT REQUIREMENTS, THAT CONSTITUTES A 
DIVERSION OF FUNDS UNDER THE PITTMAN-ROBERTSON WILDLIFE 
RESTORATION ACT, 16 USC 669 TO 669K OR 50 CFR 80.11 AND 50 CFR 80.136, OR 
THAT VIOLATES SECTION 40501.". 
 
Representative Damrow moved to adopt the amendments. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, Pettalia, Haugh, 
Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 



 Pass: None. 
 
The following submitted written comments on HB 4684. 
 
James Hodgson, representing the United States Department of the Interior 
Summer Olmstead, Brain Balance Achievement Center of Kalamazoo 
Bryan Burroughs, Michigan Trout Unlimited 
Chuck Kovick, himself 
Melva Parker, herself 
Daryl Ann Letts, herself 
Shirley Kleyer, herself 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 9:25 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
November 10, 2011 

________________________________    55 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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