
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON TAX POLICY 

 
Room 519 House Office Building               Wednesday 10:30 a.m.            February 15, 2012 
 
Representative Jud Gilbert, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Gilbert requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Gilbert, Walsh, Horn, Farrington, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Olson, Ouimet, Constan, Barnett, Kandrevas, Townsend, Cavanagh and Hobbs.  

 Absent/Excused: Representative Meadows. 
 

Representative Walsh moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on February 1, 2012. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Horn moved to excuse the absent member. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4134 before the committee. 
 
HB 4134 O'Brien Property tax; exemptions; unoccupied new construction; exempt 

for certain period. 
 
Representative O'Brien explained the proposed substitute (H-1) to committee members. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Bill Anderson, representing the Michigan Townships Association, testified indicating opposition 
to HB 4134. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on HB 4134 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Dawn Crandall, representing the Michigan Association of Home Builders (MAHB) (support) 
Howard Ryan, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury (neutral) 
Mickey Knight, representing the Michigan Assessors Association (oppose) 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) for HB 4134. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 16-0-0.  
 



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas: Representatives Gilbert, Walsh, Horn, Farrington, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, O'Brien, 

Olson, Ouimet, Constan, Barnett, Kandrevas, Townsend, Cavanagh, and Hobbs,  
Nays: None, 

 Pass: None. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to report with recommendation HB 4134 as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-5-1.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Gilbert, Walsh, Horn, Farrington, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, O'Brien, 
Olson and Ouimet, 

Nays: Representatives Constan, Barnett, Townsend, Cavanagh and Hobbs, 
 Pass: Representative Kandrevas. 
 

HR 4134 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The Chair laid HB 4264 before the committee. 
 
HB 4264 Opsommer Property tax; appeals; fees for appealing property tax to the 

Michigan tax tribunal; revise. 
 
Greg Ostrander, testifying for Representative Opsommer's office, explained HB 4264 to the 
committee members. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Kimbal R. Smith, Chair of the Michigan Tax Tribunal, testified indicating opposition to HB 
4264. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on HB 4264 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Tricia Kinley, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce (support) 
Mickey Knight, representing the Michigan Assessors Association (oppose) 
 
The Chair laid HB 5278 and HB 5279 before the committee. 
 
HB 5278 Damrow Property tax; exemptions; commercial scale wind turbines; exempt. 
 
HB 5279 Damrow Taxation; specific property; commercial scale wind turbines; create 

specific tax. 
 
Representative Damrow explained the bill package to the committee members. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
The following testified on HB 5278 and HB 5279. 
 



Walt Schlichting, representing the Huron and Tuscola County Equalization (support) 
MoReno Taylor II, representing the Michigan Association of Counties (support) 
Richard VanderVeen, representing the Wind Resource 
Kathleen Dorman, representing Sanilac County (support) 
Rick Wilson, representing the Heritage Sustainable Energy Company (oppose) 
Steve Vaughan, representing Huron County (support) 
John A. Horny, a Huron County Commissioner (support) 
Terry O'Connor, representing Minden Township (support) 
Michael Krause, representing the Thumb Regional Renewable Energy Collaborative (support) 
Richard Maurer, representing Sigel Township (support) 
 
Representative Walsh, the Vice-Chair assumed the gavel, the time being 11:48 a.m. 
 
Testimony continued on HB 5278 and HB 5279. 
 
Kenneth Wimmer (Assessor), representing himself (neutral) 
Bill Anderson, representing the Michigan Townships Association (neutral) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards but did not wish to speak. 
 
James Stockmeyer, representing Gilford Township (support) 
Michael R. Hoagland, representing Tuscola County (support) 
Gary Melow, representing Michigan Biomass (neutral) 
 
The following submitted written materials on HB 5278 and HB 5279. 
 
Representative Damrow, as bill package sponsor 
Rick Wilson, representing the Heritage Sustainable Energy Company 
Kathleen Dorman (Administrator), representing Sanilac County  
Kenneth Wimmer (Assessor), representing himself 
Richard VanderVeen, representing Wind Resource 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Vice-Chair, Representative 
Walsh adjourned the meeting, the time being 11:58 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Jud Gilbert, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
February 15, 2012 

________________________________               88 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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