
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 

February 1, 2012                                12:00 p.m.                         Room 307 House Office Building 
 
Chair Opsommer called the meeting to order. 
 
Present were: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, 
Ouimet, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley,  
 
Absent and excused:  Reps. Daley, Roy Schmidt. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to excuse the members that were absent.  The motion prevailed. 
 
Rep. Liss moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held January 25, 2012.  The motion 
prevailed. 
 
Chair Opsommer stated that the Committee on Transportation would have a discussion on the 
repeal of the Motor Fuel Tax Act and amending the State of Michigan Constitution to increase 
the maximum sales tax by an additional 1% to fund Transportation. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Senator Walker, who has introduced the plan in the Senate through 
SB 714, SB 715 and SJR N.  Senator Walker explained the issues and answered questions. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized the following people who testified in support of the plan. 
 
Mark Griffin representing the Michigan Petroleum Association 
Terry Reeves representing M 46 Auto/Truck Plaza 
Craig Happen representing J & H Oil Company 
Dan Pohl representing Pohl Oil Company 
Ed Weglarz representing the Associated Food & Petroleum Dealers 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized the following person who testified with a neutral position on the 
plan. 
 
Kelly Bartlett representing the Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized the following people who testified in opposition to the plan. 
 
Mike Nystrom representing Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association 
Richard Studley representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce 
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The following person filled out a testimony card in support of the plan but did not want to testify. 
 
John Griffin representing the Associated Petroleum Dealers of Michigan 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 5280 - Younker - Highways; signs; wavier to 
prohibition of cutting trees obstructing view of billboards located in commercial and industrial 
zones; provide for. 
 
Chair Opsommer stated that the Committee on Transportation would only take testimony on HB 
5280 at the meeting today. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Younker to explain HB 5280. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized the following people who testified in support of HB 5280. 
 
Kaitlyn Disselkoen representing Grand Rapids Display, LLC and Grand Rapids Outdoors 
Jay Carll representing Curtis Outdoor Advertising 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized the following person who testified with a neutral position on HB 
5280. 
 
Kelly Bartlett representing the Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized the following person who testified in opposition to HB 5280. 
 
Bill Jackson representing the Outdoor Advertising Association 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of HB 5280 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Dave Vesper representing Ebarks Outdoor, Inc. 
Joseph Nelis representing Holland Outdoor, LLC 
Merry Vermeer representing Michael Vermeer Trust 
John Herweyer representing Herweyer Enterprises, LLC 
Robert Krause representing Krause Outdoor Advertising 
Randall Stephen Disselkoen representing Big D's Leasing, LLC 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in opposition to HB 5280 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Rusty Merchant representing Adams Outdoor 



Abby Dak representing Scenic Michigan 
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With no further business to come before the Committee Chair Opsommer adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 1:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                          ________________________________ 
                                                                           Representative Paul Opsommer, Chair 
 
Mary Lou Terrien, Clerk 
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