
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 

May 9, 2012                                      12:00 p.m.                          Room 519 House Office Building 
 
Chair Opsommer called the meeting to order. 
 
Present were:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, 
Olson, Ouimet, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Absent and excused :  None. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held May 2, 2012.  The motion 
prevailed. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee SB 265 - Casperson - Traffic control; violations; 
weight restriction during frost restriction periods; provide exemption for trucks transportation 
heating fuel under certain circumstances. 
 
Chair Opsommer stated that SB 265 would be testimony only at the meeting today. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Marty Fittante from Sen. Casperson's office to explain SB 265. 
 
The following person testified in support of SB 265. 
 
Wayne Fohley representing the Michigan Propane Gas Association 
 
The following people testified in opposition to SB 265. 
 
Ed Noyola representing the County Road Association of Michigan 
Anthony Swope representing the Road Commission for Oakland County 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 5487 - Potvin - Traffic control; violations; 
authority of authorized agent of a county road commission; expand. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Potvin to explain the substitute H-2 to HB 5487. 
 
Rep. Byrum moved to adopt the substitute H-2 to HB 5487.  The motion prevailed, the vote 
being 16-0-1. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to report out HB 5487, substitute H-2 with the recommendation that it pass.  
The motion prevailed, the vote being 16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 4037 - Kowall - Traffic control; speed 
restrictions; speed limits on certain gravel and dirt roads; reestablish. 
 
Chair Opsommer stated that HB 4037 would be testimony only at the meeting today. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Kowall to explain HB 4037. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized the following people who testified in support of HB 4037. 
 
Michael Bishop representing himself 
Kathy Thurman representing Brandon Township in Oakland County 
Don Green representing Milford Township in Oakland County 
Glenn Noble P.E. representing Rose Township in Oakland County 
 
Chair Opsommer recessed the meeting until after session, without objection, the time being 1:00 
p.m. 
 
Chair Opsommer reconvened the meeting and announced that a quorum was present, the time 
being 2:50 p.m. 
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Chair Opsommer stated that the Committee on Transportation would continue taking testimony 
on HB 4037. 
 
The following person testified in support of HB 4037. 
 
Cady Ness-Smith representing the Michigan Horse Industry 
 
The following people testified in opposition to HB 4037. 
 
Sgt. Dwayne Gill representing the Michigan State Police 
Lt. Gary Megge representing the Michigan State Police 
James Walker representing the National Motorists Association 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in support of HB 4037 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Tom Frazier representing the Michigan Township Association 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in opposition to HB 4037 but did not testify. 
 
Ed Noyola representing the County Road Association of Michigan 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 5259 - LeBlanc - Vehicles; mopeds; definition 
of mopeds; remove horsepower threshold. 
 
Chair Opsommer stated that HB 5259 would be testimony only at the meeting today. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. LeBlanc to explain HB 5259. 
 
The following person filled out at testimony card in support of HB 5259 with amendments but 
did not testify. 
 
James Fackler representing the Secretary of State 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Greg Johnson representing the Michigan Department of 
Transportation who made a presentation to the Committee on Transportation on "Road Diets and 
lane closures". 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized James Walker representing the National Motorists Association who 
made comments on the program of "Road Diets and lane closures". 
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With no further business to come before the Committee Chair Opsommer adjourned the meeting 
the time being 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                             ________________________________ 
                                                                              Representative Paul Opsommer, Chair 
 
Mary Lou Terrien, Clerk 
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