
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 

November 28, 2012                          12:00 p.m.                          Room 519 House Office Building 
 
Chair Opsommer called the meeting to order. 
 
Present were:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, 
Ouimet, Sommerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Absent and excused:  Rep. Roy Schmidt. 
 
Rep. Jacobsen moved to excuse the member that was absent.  The motion prevailed. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to approve the minutes from the meeting held September 27, 2012.  The 
motion prevailed. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee the following package of bills. 
 
SB 445 (Warren) Transportation; funds; continued funding for certain districts; 

provide for. 
 
SB 909 (Casperson) Transportation; other; regional transit authority for southeast 

Michigan; establish. 
 
SB 911 (Johnson)  Vehicles; registration; optional registration fees for regional transit 

authority; create. 
 
SB 912 (Johnson)  Land use; zoning and growth management; Michigan zoning 

enabling act; amend to exempt southeast Michigan regional transit 
authority public transit facilities from local zoning ordinances or 
regulations. 

 
SB 967 (Smith) Transportation; other; state rights-of-way on state roads; allow 

dedication of lane for public transit. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Senator Casperson, Senator Johnson, Senator Warren and Rep.  
Townsend to explain the bills to members of the Transportation Committee. 
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Chair Opsommer moved to pass SB 445, SB 909, SB 911, SB 912 and SB 967 temporarily,  
without objection. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee SB 1180 - Hansen - Vehicles; registration plates use 
of "Pure Michigan" brand on standard design registration plates; allow. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Senator Hansen to explain SB 1180. 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of SB 1180 but did not want to testify. 
 
Tabitha Zimny representing 3M 
Mike Batterbee representing the Secretary of State 
 
Rep. Wayne Schmidt moved to report out SB 1180 with the recommendation that it pass.  The 
motion prevailed, the vote being 16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Sommerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  None. 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee SB 516 - Proos - Vehicles; agricultural equipment;  
definition of modified agriculture vehicle; create and provide an exception from certain weight 
requirements. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Senator Proos to explain SB 516. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Chris Hackbarth and James Fackler representing the Secretary of 
State who testified in support of SB 516 with a substitute. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card stating a neutral position on SB 516 but did  
not want to testify. 
 
Kelly Bartlett representing the Michigan Department of Transportation 
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Chair Opsommer stated that the Committee on Transportation would only hear testimony on SB 
516 at the meeting today. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee SB 1241 - Proos - Traffic control; civil infraction 
procedures; provision regarding waiver of fine for violation of infant seat requirements; 
eliminate. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Senator Proos to explain SB 1241. 
 
Chair Opsommer stated that the Committee on Transportation would only hear testimony on SB 
1241 at the meeting today. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee the following 2 bill package. 
 
HB 5849 - Bauer - Vehicles; fund-raising registration plates; fund-raising plates for girl scouts of 
America; create. 
 
HB 5850 - Bauer - Vehicles; fund-raising registration plates; distribution of funds from sale of 
fund-raising license plate for girl scouts of America; clarify. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Bauer to explain HB 5849 and HB 5850 
 
The following person testified in support of HB 5849 and HB 5850. 
 
Beth Colosimo representing the Girl Scouts of Michigan 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in support of HB 5849 and HB 5850 but did not 
want to testify. 
 
Mia McNeil representing the Girl Scouts of Southeastern Michigan 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card stating a neutral position on HB 5849 and HB 
5850 but did not want to testify. 
 
Mike Batterbee representing the Secretary of State 
 
Rep. Ouimet moved to adopt the substitute H-3 to HB 5849.  The motion prevailed, the vote 
being 16-0-1. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Sommerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to report out HB 5849, substitute H-3 with the recommendation that it pass.  
The motion prevailed, the vote being 15-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Ouimet, 
Sommerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  Rep. Olson. 
 
Rep. Liss moved to adopt the substitute H-2 to HB 5850.  The motion prevailed, the vote being 
16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Sommerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Muxlow moved to report out HB 5850, substitute H-2 with the recommendation that it pass.  
The motion prevailed, the vote being 15-0-2. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Ouimet, 
Sommerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  Rep. Olson. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 5896 - Lyons - Highways; name; certain 
portions of I-96; dedicate as the "Officer Trevor Slot Memorial Highway". 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Lyons to explain HB 5896. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card stating a neutral position on HB 5896 but did 
not want to testify. 
 
Kelly Bartlett representing the Michigan Department of  Transportation. 
 
Rep. Glardon moved to adopt the substitute H-1 to HB 5896.  The motion prevailed, the vote 
being 16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Sommerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Oakes moved to report out HB 5896, substitute H-1 with the recommendation that it pass.  
The motion prevailed, the vote being 15-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Sommerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  Rep. Nathan. 
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Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 5848 - Shirkey - Traffic control; traffic 
regulation; exception for certain vehicles to proceed through stoplights if traffic control signal 
not detecting their presence; allow under certain circumstances. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Shirkey to explain HB 5848. 
 
The following people testified in support of HB 5848. 
 
Vince Consiglio representing ABATE of Michigan 
John Lindenmayer representing the League of Michigan Bicyclists 
 
The following people testified in opposition to HB 5848. 
 
Sgt. Dwayne Gill representing the Michigan Department of State Police 
Kelly Bartlett representing the Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Paula Corlett representing the Michigan Department of 
Transportation to answer questions concerning HB 5848. 
 
Rep. Jacobsen moved to report out HB 5848 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 14-0-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Liss, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  Resp. Nathan, Byrum. 
 
Chair Opsommer stated that the Committee on Transportation would return to SB 445, SB 909, 
SB 911, SB 912, and SB 967 without objection. 
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Chair Opsommer recognized John Hertel, General Manager of SMART, Dennis Schornack 
representing Governor Snyder's office and Bill Rustem representing Governor Snyder's office 
who all testified in support of SB 445, SB 909, SB 911, SB 912 and SB 967. 
 
With no further business to come before the Committee Chair Opsommer adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 1:20 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                                         
                                                                                  ________________________________ 
                                                                                   Representative Paul Opsommer, Chair 
 
Mary Lou Terrien, Clerk 
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