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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE

RESOLUTION
IN OPPOSITION TO SCHOOL OF CHOICE MANDATE

WHEREAS, on April 27, 2011, Governor Rick Snyder published his plan for Education Reform to the Michigan
Legislature, specifically “Any Time, Any Place, Any Pace”, proposing legislation to include a provision for “schools
of choice” and wiil no longer allow school districts to opt out of accepting out-of-district students;

WHEREAS, the Grosse Poinle communities have already been financially, legislatively, and culturally affected by
the redistricting map signed by Governor Snyder on August 9, 2011, and will further dilute the five Grosse Pointes
and Harper Woods communities influence when addressing commeon school interests of the Grosse Pointe Public

School System,

WHEREAS, the Grosse Pointe Public Schools taxpayers take pride in our schools and voted for increased
millages to provide a high-level curriculum and facilities to our students, and to enact school of choice would be an

injustice to community taxpayers;

WHEREAS, students whose parents are taxpayers stand the chance of being bumped from their ability to
participate in extracurricular programs such as athletics and clubs by students whose parents do not pay taxes to the

district;

WHEREAS, it is due to local control that Grosse Pointe Public Schools has established high standards for
education through the efforts of its Board of Education, Administration, teachers, staff, parent-boosters, and students
who fully vest themselves into the community by giving of their time for extracurricular activities, fund raising, and

community service events;

WHEREAS, mandatory schools of cheice may negatively affect graduation ratios and test scores:

AND, WHEREAS, preposed legistation to implement mandatory schools of choice is being considered by the
* State Legislature and the City of Grosse Poinie is now taking a proactive step in voicing opposition to the legislation
from Lansing that would mandate school of cheice to all Michigan districts and legislation that interferes with local

control of our schools;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Grosse Pointe urges Governor Snyder and the
State of Michigan Legislature to oppose mandated schools of choice and loss of local control of schools, and that a
copy of this resolution be immediately provided to the Governor, the legislative leaders of the State House and
Senate, the current State Representative and Senator representing the Grosse Pointes, and the Grosse Pointe Public

Schools Board of Education,

AYES: Boettcher, Parthum, Stempfle, Stevens, Walsh, Weipert, Mayor Scrace .
NAYS: None
ABSENT: None

The Mayor declared the resolution adopted on September 19, 2011,

1, Julic E. Arthurs, City Clerk of the City of Grosse Pointe, do hereby certify that this resolution is a true and exact copy
of the action taken by the City Council of the City of Grosse Pointe on September 19, 2011, as it appears in the City

- Council minute books on file in my office.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the corporate
seal of the City of Grosse Pointe on September 20, 2011,

JULIE E. ARTHURS
City Clerk




