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COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
May 15, 2012 

  
A meeting of the Senate Committee on Energy and Technology was scheduled for Tuesday, May 
15, 2012, at 1:00 p.m., in the Senate Hearing Room of the Boji Tower. 
 
The agenda summary is as follows: 
 

1) Testimony regarding HB 4265 and HB 4266 
 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.  He instructed the Clerk to call the roll. At 
that time, the following members were present; Chairman Nofs, Sen.(s) Jones, Marleau, 
Schuitmaker, Hopgood, Bieda and Young, a quorum. 
 
The Chairman entertained a motion to adopt the minutes of the May 8, 2012 meeting. Sen. 
Marleau so moved. Without objection, the minutes were adopted.   
 
Representatives Horn and Opsommer were called before the Committee to explain HB 4265 and 
HB 4266. 
 
The Chairman invited the following people to present testimony before the committee regarding 
HB 4265 and HB 4266. 
 
Support: 
Tonia Olson, Granger 
Tom Horton, Waste Management 
Samantha Harkins, Michigan Municipal League  
Noel Bush, City of Midland 
Kenneth Cole, City of Detroit 
Elmer Trombley, City of Riverview 
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Robert Bobeck, City of Riverview 
Andrew Swift, City of Riverview 
 
Oppose: 
Michael Nicholson, We Care Organics 
Bart Bartels, Citizen  
Fred Thompson, Indian Summer 
Bernie Schumitsch, Indian Summer 
Tom Turner, Spurt Industries 
Mark Miller, Kalamazoo Township 
Kerrin O’Brien, Michigan Recycling Coalition 
Dan Tietema, Organicycle 
J.D. Lindeberg, Resource Recycling Systems 
John Biernbaum, Citizen 
Rene Michaels, Citizen 
 
The Chairman read into the record the cards of the people that wished to testify on HB 4265 and 
HB 4266, but were unable to do so due to time constraints. 
 
Support: 
Stephanie Glysson, Republic Services 
Jim Glass, Renewed Earth 
Sue Warren, Lansing Board of Water and Light 
 
Oppose: 
John Smith, Scotts Miracle-Grow Company 
Dean Rieke, Vermeer of Michigan 
Sandra Tulhill, Tulhill Farms and Composting 
Jim Tulhill, Tulhill Farms and Composting 
Tim Adams, Morbark Incorporated 
Lee Czuchs, Heiress Compost 
Bernice Berens, IB Compost 
Michael Howell, City of Wixom 
Matthew Naud, City of Ann Arbor 
Martin Ciurlik, Ciurlik Enterprises 
 
The Chairman read into the record the cards of those people not wishing to testify before the 
committee regarding HB 4265 and HB 4266.  
 
Support: 
Jason Geer, Michigan Chamber 
Bill Anderson, Michigan Townships Association 
Kristin Beltzer, Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Tiffany Watrous, Detroit Regional Chamber 
John Allen, Consumers Energy 
Mark Stadt, DTE Energy 
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Jim Weeks, Michigan Municipal Electric Association 
 
Oppose: 
Hugh McDiarmid, Michigan Environmental Council 
Bill Dufault, Heiress Compost 
Susan Harley, Clean Water Action 
Steve Kufchock, Steve’s Used Iron 
Robert Brooks, Citizen 
 
Neutral: 
Matt Smego, Michigan Farm Bureau 
Gary Melow, Michigan Biomass 
Douglas Wood, Kent County Department Public Works 
 
The Chairman entertained a motion to excuse absent members from the meeting. Sen. Jones so 
moved. Without objection, Sen.(s) Proos and Walker were excused. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 
3:15 p.m., on a voice vote, without objection. 
  
(An audio recording of this committee meeting is available upon request for a minimal fee.) 

 
Date Adopted by Committee: 5-22-12 


