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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Honorable Jim Marleau, Chair & Members
Michigan Senate Health Policy Committee
FROM: Felicia Wasson, Associate. State Director-Government Affairs‘%/\)
DATE: June 6, 2012
RE: SB 481

AARP is a membership organization of people 50 and older with 1.4 million members in Michigan
and we are pleased to have the opportunity to provide our comments. We are committed to
championing access to affordable, quality health care for all generations, providing the tools needed
to save for retirement, and serving as a reliable information source on issues critical to Americans
age 50+,

AARP strongly supports SB 481. The purpose of this bill is to increase consumers’ access to
healthcare by supporting and allowing full utilization of advanced practice registered nurses
(APRNs). Section 17201 of this bill defines three APRN roles: certified nurse midwife, certified
nurse practiioners, and certified clinical nurse specialist. ' ‘ '

; ‘An APRN is a nurse: _
| +  who has completed an accredited graduate-level education program
» who has passed a national certification examination
'+ who has acquired advanced clinical knowledge and skills preparing him/her to provide
direct care to patients
» whose practice builds on the competencies of registered nurses (RNs) by demonsirating a
greater depth and breadth of knowledge
 who is educationally prepared to assess, diagnose and manage a patient's health care, which
includes the use and prescription of pharmacologic and non-pharmacologic interventions
»  who has clinical experience of sufficient depth and knowledge

This bill includes several sections that would significantly tmpact consumers’ access to care:
1. Section 17202 of this bill would ensure that Michigan’s APRNS, possess all the APRN
qualifications bulleted above, and
e comply with national professional practice standards
¢ consult with or refer patients to physicians and other health professionals

© 2. Section 17708 adds licensed advanced practice registered nurses to the list of “prescribers”
able to administer and prescribe therapeutic pharmaceutical agents.
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