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Senate Committee on Judiciary 
 
A meeting of the Senate Committee on Judiciary was held on Tuesday, September 11, 2012 at 2:30 p.m. in 
Room 110 of the Farnum Building. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Members present: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, Bieda 
Members excused: None 
 
 
Senator Jones called the meeting to order. 
 
Senator Jones announced that the agenda for the committee: 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
SB 388  Sen. Nofs Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines for crime of fleeing 

and eluding a peace officer; revise to reflect increased penalties. 
 
SB 1213  Sen. Emmons Crimes; penalties; crime of soliciting sex act from a minor who is at least 16 years of 

age; increase penalties. 
 
SB 1221  Sen. Schuitmaker Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines for crime of soliciting 

a minor 16 years of age or older to commit prostitution; provide to reflect increased 
penalty. 

 
SB 1214  Sen. Jones Corrections; parole; standard of review for parole board release decisions; modify, and 

allow for attorney general intervention. 
 
SB 1211  Sen. Green Crime victims; rights; victim notification of paroled prisoner escape, commutation, 

death, or parole board hearing; require. 
 
HB 5128  Rep. Walsh Courts; other; business court; create. 
 
SB 1102  Sen. Schuitmaker Probate; trusts; insurable interest amendments to the uniform trust code; provide for. 
 
SB 1103  Sen. Schuitmaker Insurance; life; insurable interests; amend insurance code to provide for insurable 

interest of trustees. 
 
SJR U  Sen. Bieda Courts; judges; election of or appointment to a judicial office of person who has 

reached 70 years of age; remove prohibition. 
 



Senator Bieda moved to adopt the minutes from August 15, 2012 with unanimous consent.  Without objection, 
the minutes were adopted. 
 
Senator Jones placed before the committee Senate Bill 388 (Sen. Nofs).  Senator Jones announced that there was 
a substitute before the committee for consideration.  Senator Gleason explained the bill and substitute to 
committee members and answered questions.   
 
The following persons submitted testimony cards but did not wish to speak on Senate Bill 388: 

• John Shea, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan—Neutral 
• Nell Kuhnmuench, representing the State Bar of Michigan—Support (so long as mandatory minimum is 

not included) 
 
Senator Jones moved to adopt the S-3 Substitute to Senate Bill 388. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote 
of a majority of the members appointed to and serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, Bieda (4/4) 
Nays: none (0) 
Pass: none (0) 
Absent: none  (0) 
 
Senator Schuitmaker moved that Senate Bill 388 S-3 be reported out of committee with the recommendation 
that the bill then pass. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to 
and serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, Bieda (4/4) 
Nays: none (0) 
Pass: none (0) 
Absent: none  (0) 
 
Senator Bieda moved the committee recommend immediate effect.  Without objection, the committee further 
recommended that Senate Bill 388 S-3 be given immediate effect by unanimous consent. 
 
Senator Jones placed before the committee Senate Bills 1213 & 1221 (Sens. Emmons & Schuitmaker).  Kelly 
Carter from the Attorney General’s Office explained the bills to committee members and answered questions.  
 
The following persons submitted testimony cards but did not wish to speak on Senate Bills 1213 & 1221: 

• Kathy Hagenian, representing the Michigan Coalition to End Domestic & Sexual Violence—Support  
 
Senator Schuitmaker moved that Senate Bill 1213 be reported out of committee with the recommendation that 
the bill then pass. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, Bieda (4/4) 
Nays: none (0) 
Pass: none (0) 
Absent: none  (0) 
 
Senator Schuitmaker moved the committee recommend immediate effect.  Without objection, the committee 
further recommended that Senate Bill 1213 be given immediate effect by unanimous consent. 
 
Senator Bieda moved that Senate Bill 1221 be reported out of committee with the recommendation that the bill 
then pass. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and serving on 
the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, Bieda (4/4) 
Nays: none (0) 
Pass: none (0) 



Absent: none  (0) 
 
Senator Jones moved the committee recommend immediate effect.  Without objection, the committee further 
recommended that Senate Bill 1221 be given immediate effect by unanimous consent. 
 
Senator Jones placed before the committee Senate Bill 1214 (Sen. Jones).  Senator Jones announced that there 
was a substitute for consideration for the bill.  Senator Jones explained the bill and substitute to committee 
members and answered questions.   
 
The following persons testified on Senate Bill 1214 and answered questions from committee members: 

• Tom Cameron, representing the Attorney General’s Office—Support  
• Barbara Levine, representing Citizens Alliance on Prisons & Public Spending—Oppose (also submitted 

written testimony on file with the clerk) 
 
The following persons submitted testimony cards but did not wish to speak on Senate Bill 1214: 

• Kathy Hagenian, representing the Michigan Coalition to End Domestic & Sexual Violence—Support  
• John Shea, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of michigan—Oppose 
• Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan—Oppose  

 
Senator Jones moved to adopt the S-1 Substitute to Senate Bill 1214. The motion prevailed by an affirmative 
vote of a majority of the members appointed to and serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, Bieda (4/4) 
Nays: none (0) 
Pass: none (0) 
Absent: none  (0) 
 
Senator Jones moved that Senate Bill 1214 S-1 be reported out of committee with the recommendation that the 
bill then pass. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, Bieda (4/4) 
Nays: none (0) 
Pass: none (0) 
Absent: none  (0) 
 
Senator Jones moved the committee recommend immediate effect.  Without objection, the committee further 
recommended that Senate Bill 1214 S-1 be given immediate effect by unanimous consent. 
 
Senator Jones placed before the committee Senate Bill 1211 (Sen. Green).  Senator Jones announced that there 
was a substitute for consideration for the bill.  Senator Green explained the bill and substitute to committee 
members and answered questions.   
 
The following persons testified on Senate Bill 1211 and answered questions from committee members: 

• John Lazet, representing the Attorney General’s Office—Support  
 
The following persons submitted testimony cards but did not wish to speak on Senate Bill 1211: 

• Kathy Hagenian, representing the Michigan Coalition to End Domestic & Sexual Violence—Support  
 
Senator Schuitmaker moved to adopt the S-1 Substitute to Senate Bill 1211. The motion prevailed by an 
affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, Bieda (4/4) 
Nays: none (0) 
Pass: none (0) 
Absent: none  (0) 



 
Senator Bieda moved that Senate Bill 1211 S-1 be reported out of committee with the recommendation that the 
bill then pass. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, Bieda (4/4) 
Nays: none (0) 
Pass: none (0) 
Absent: none  (0) 
 
Senator Jones moved the committee recommend immediate effect.  Without objection, the committee further 
recommended that Senate Bill 1211 S-1 be given immediate effect by unanimous consent. 
 
Senator Jones placed before the committee House Bill 5128 (Rep. Walsh).  Brett Visner, staff to Representative 
Walsh, explained the bill to committee members and answered questions.   
 
The following persons testified on House Bill 5128 and answered questions from committee members: 

• Matthew Schneider, representing the Michigan Supreme Court—Support 
• Andrew Doctoroff, representing the Business Impact Committee—Support (Also submitted written 

testimony on file with the clerk) 
• Diane Akers, representing the Business Law Section of the State Bare of Michigan—Support (Also 

submitted written testimony on file with the clerk) 
 
The following persons submitted testimony cards but did not wish to speak on House Bill 5128: 

• Mike Marzano, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan—Support 
• Cami Pendell, representing the Michigan Judges Association—Support 
• Nell Kuhnmuench, representing the State Bar of Michigan—Support (with amendments on the floor) 
• Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce—Support  

 
Senator Jones moved that House Bill 5128 be reported out of committee with the recommendation that the bill 
then pass. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and serving on 
the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, Bieda (4/4) 
Nays: none (0) 
Pass: none (0) 
Absent: none  (0) 
 
Senator Bieda moved the committee recommend immediate effect.  Without objection, the committee further 
recommended that House Bill 5128 be given immediate effect by unanimous consent. 
 
Senator Jones placed before the committee Senate Bills 1102 & 1103 (Sen. Schuitmaker).  Senator Schuitmaker 
explained the bills to committee members and answered questions.  
 
The following persons testified on Senate Bills 1102 & 1103 and answered questions from committee members: 

• Tom Buitaweg, representing the Michigan Commission on Uniform State Laws—Support 
 
The following persons submitted cards, but did not testify, on Senate Bills 1102 & 1103: 

• David Worthams, representing the Michigan Bankers Association—Support 
• Larry Kish, representing the Life Insurance Association of Michigan—Support  

 
Senator Bieda moved that Senate Bill 1102 be reported out of committee with the recommendation that the bill 
then pass. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and serving on 
the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, Bieda (4/4) 



Nays: none (0) 
Pass: none (0) 
Absent: none  (0) 
 
Senator Jones moved the committee recommend immediate effect.  Without objection, the committee further 
recommended that Senate Bill 1102 be given immediate effect by unanimous consent. 
 
Senator Bieda moved that Senate Bill 1103 be reported out of committee with the recommendation that the bill 
then pass. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and serving on 
the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, Bieda (4/4) 
Nays: none (0) 
Pass: none (0) 
Absent: none  (0) 
 
Senator Jones moved the committee recommend immediate effect.  Without objection, the committee further 
recommended that Senate Bill 1103 be given immediate effect by unanimous consent. 
 
Senator Jones placed before the committee Senate Joint Resolution U (Sen. Bieda).  Senator Bieda explained the 
legislation to the committee members and answered questions.   
 
The following persons testified on Senate  Joint Resolution U and answered questions from committee 
members: 

• Patricia Donath, representing the Michigan Judicial Selection Task Force—Support  
 
The following persons submitted cards, but did not testify, on Senate Joint Resolution U: 

• Rich Robinson, representing the Michigan Campaign Finance Network—Support  
 
Senator Jones moved that Senate Joint Resolution U be reported out of committee with the recommendation that 
the resolution be adopted. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed 
to and serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, and Bieda (4/4) 
Nays: none (0) 
Pass: none (0) 
Excused: none (0) 
 
Senator Jones adjourned the committee at 3:36 p.m. 
 
 
Date Approved by Committee: September 19, 2012 
 
 
**An audio recording of this committee meeting is available upon request for a minimal fee. 


