The Michigan Association of Timbermen

June 9, 2014

House of Representatives Regulatory Reform Committee
Hugh D. Crawford Committee Chair, 38th District
Ed McBroom Majority Vice-Chair, 108th District
Cindy Denby 47th District

Tom McMillin 45th District

Andrea LaFontaine 32nd District

Bruce Rendon 103rd District

Ken Yonker 72nd District

Tim Kelly 94th District

Klint Kesto 39th District

Harold Haugh Minority Vice-Chair, 22nd District
Theresa Abed 71st District

Woodrow Stanley 34th District

Scott Dianda 110th District

David Nathan 8th District

Andy Schor 68th District

Dear Committee Members,
We strongly urge you to vote NO on the elimination of foresters from the Michigan Occupational
Codes, per SB 481,

The professional foresters of Michigan must maintain their credentialing process beginning with
the State of Michigan recognizing them as a professional occupation. Most foresters in
Michigan achieve a higher standard of credentials and all of those are based off the first rank
and that is having a state recognized occupation.

Without this designation in Michigan, all other credentialed programs for foresters are null and
void. This also provides ZERO professional standing for all educated and trained foresters in
Michigan that are working beyond the scope of their occupational code and achieving the higher
accredited programs each year such as registered forester and certified forester.

The Michigan Association of Timbermen hopes you will vote NO on SB481 that removes
foresters from the Michigan Occupational Code.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
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Brenda Owen, Executive Director
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