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MINUTES 
 

The Senate Committee on Education held a joint meeting with the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on K-
12, School Aid, Education; the House Committee on Education; the House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Education; and the House Appropriations Subcommittee on School Aid; on Wednesday, February 5, 2014 at 
2:30 p.m. in the Senate Hearing Room, Ground Floor, Boji Tower.   
 
Senator Pavlov called the meeting to order at 2:50 p.m.  
 
Attendance was recorded as follows: 
Present:  Senators Pavlov (C), Emmons, Colbeck, Hopgood, Young  
Absent:  None 
Excused:  None 
 
 
Senator Pavlov announced the order of business for the Education Committee: 

     Public testimony on the Report on Options for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State  
    Standards 

 

    
 
Public testimony was taken on the Report on Options for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State 
Standards.  
 
The following individuals testified before the Joint Committee: 

 Dr. Richard Zeile, member, State Board of Education 
 Paul Weeks, Vice President of Customer Engagement, ACT Inc. 
 Bob Kefgen and Wendy Zdeb-Roper, MI Association of Secondary School Principals 
 Sarah Lenhoff and Amber Arellano, Education Trust-Midwest 
 Michael Donnelly, Homeschool Legal Defense Association—oppose Smarter Balance Assessment 

Consortium (SBAC) 
 Naomi Norman, General Education Leadership Network 
 Olivia, Isabel, and Stefanie (parent) Huffaker, citizens  
 Sarah Perks, citizen 
 Kathy Dewsbury-White, President/CEO, Michigan Assessment Consortium 
 Paulette Brack, Home Education League of MI—oppose testing/funding SBAC 
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 Tiffany Doolittle, citizen 
 Jayne Pollie, citizen 
 Margo Aseltine, citizen 
 Melanie Kurdys, Stop Common Core in MI 
 Deborah DeBacker, citizen—oppose federal testing SBAC 
 Michael Yocum, Tri County Alliance (Macomb, Oakland, Wayne) 

 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards but did not testify before the Joint Committee: 

 Karen Braun, citizen 
 Jodie Brown, citizen 
 Kim & Mike Winter, Information Network for Christian Homes 
 Tina DuPont, citizen 
 Bongchae Kozak, citizen 
 Eileen Weiser, State Board of Education 

 
Being no further business, Senator Pavlov adjourned the meeting, without objection, at 5:18 p.m. 
     
Date Approved: February 26, 2014 
 
 
*A video recording of this committee meeting is available upon request for a minimal fee. 
 


