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COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
November 5, 2013 

  
A meeting of the Senate Committee on Energy and Technology was scheduled for Tuesday, November 5, 2013, 
at 1:00 p.m., in the Senate Hearing Room of the Boji Tower. 
 
The agenda summary is as follows: 
 

1. Testimony regarding SB 314 
2. Testimony regarding SB 636 

 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.  He instructed the Clerk to call the roll. At that time, the 
following members were present; Chairman Nofs, Sen.(s) Proos, Jones, Marleau, Schuitmaker, Walker, 
Hopgood, Bieda and Young, a quorum.  
 
The Chairman entertained a motion from Sen. Proos to adopt the minutes of the October 29, 2013 meeting. 
Without objection, the minutes were adopted.   
 
The Chairman invited Sen. Jones and Tonia Olsen of Granger to summarize the substitute for SB 314. 
 
The Chairman invited the following people to present testimony regarding SB 314 to the committee: 
 Noel Bush, City of Midland – Support 
 Samantha Harkens, MML – Support 
 Dean Rieke, Vermeer of Michigan – Oppose 
 Matthew Williams, St. Clair County – Smiths Creek Landfill - Support 
 Bernie Berens, I.B. Compost – Oppose 
 Maggie Datema and Liz Browne, DEQ  
 Fred Thompson, Indian Summer – Oppose  
 Lisa Perschke, Master Composters – Oppose 
 Matthew Naud, City of Ann Arbor – Oppose 
 Tom Turner, Spurt Industries – Oppose 
 Christopher Bradlee, BASF Corporation - Oppose 
 Jim Glas, Renewed Earth – Support 
 Steven Serkaian, Lansing Board of Water and Light – Support 
 Dana Kirk, Citizen – Neutral  
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 James Clift, Michigan Environmental Council – Oppose 
 
The Chairman read the cards of those individuals not wishing to present testimony regarding SB 314 to the 
committee: 

Mark Stadt, DTE Energy – Support 
Brian Kandler, Detroit Renewable Energy – Neutral  
Jim Weeks, Michigan Municipal Electric Association – Support 
Noel LaPorte, Lansing Board of Water and Light – Support 
Alicia Prygoski, Michigan League of conservation Voters – Oppose 
Matt Smego, Michigan Farm Bureau – Neutral  
Matt Semgo, Michigan Nursery and Landscape Association – Neutral  
Jason Geer, Michigan Chamber of Commerce – Support  

 Jack Schmidt, Michigan League of Conservation Voters – Oppose 
 Tom McMurtrie, City of Ann Arbor – Oppose 

Gary Melow, Michigan Biomass – Oppose 
 Gregory Alexander, Sanilac Drain Commission – Support 
 Tom Frazier, Michigan Townships Association – Neutral  
 
The Chairman entertained a motion by Sen. Jones to adopt the (S-2) substitute to SB 314.   
 Yeas: Sen.(s) Nofs, Proos, Jones, Schuitmaker and Bieda   
 Nays: Sen.(s) Marleau, Walker and Young  
 Pass: Hopgood  
The motion prevailed. 
 
The Chairman entertained a motion by Sen. Jones to report SB 314 to the floor with recommendation that it 
pass.   
 Yeas: Sen.(s) Nofs, Proos, Jones and Schuitmaker 
 Nays: Sen.(s) Marleau, Walker, Hopgood, Bieda and Young  
The motion failed. 
 
The Chairman entertained a motion by Sen. Jones to reconsider the previous motion on SB 314 at a later date.  
Without objection, the motion was reconsidered.  
 
The Chairman invited the following people to present testimony regarding SB 636 to the committee: 
 John Liskey, Michigan Internet and Telecom Association - Oppose 
 Dave Vehslage, Verizon – Neutral  
 
The Chairman read the cards of those individuals not wishing to present testimony regarding SB 636 to the 
committee: 
 Michael Scaucte, Communications Workers of America - Oppose 
 Kent Wood, Travers City Area Chamber – Support 
 Ellen Hoekstra, Elder Laws and Disability Rights Section of the State Bar - Oppose 
  John Hilliard, Kalamazoo County Advocates for Senior Issues - Oppose 
 Linda Teeter, Michigan Citizens Action - Oppose  
 Melissa Spifert, AARP - Oppose 
 
There being no further business before the Committee, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 2:45 p.m., on a 
voice vote, without objection. 
 
Date Adopted by Committee: 12-3-13 


