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Good Evening,

Please see the attached comments on the proposed recount rules.

Thanks,
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County of Oakland
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‘E 248-858-1533 fax
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS
CONDUCT OF ELECTION RECOUNTS
Filed with the sccretary of state on

These rules become effective immediately afier filing with the secretary of state
unless adopted under section 33, 44, or 45a(9) of the administrative procedures act of
1969. 1969 PA 306, MCL 24233, 24.244, or 24.245a. Rules adopted under these sections
become effective 7 days after filing with the secretary of state.

(By authority conferred on the board of state canvassers by section 889 of AetNe—t6-0f
Hw%nt%wwmg%mﬂpwimemm the Michigan
election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.889)

R 168901, R 168.902. R 168.903, R 168.904, R 168.905. R 168.906, R 168.906a, R
168.908. R 168.909. R 168.910. R 168.911. R 168.912. R 168.915, R 168.916, R 168.917,
R 168922, R 168.923. R 168.925. R 168.925b, R 168.927, R 168.928, R 168.929, and R
168.930 of the Michigan Administrative Code are amended, R 168.901a is added, and R
168.907. R 168.909a, R 168.913, R 168.914, R 168.918. R 168.919, R 168.920, R 168.921,
R 168.924, R 168.9254, and R 168.926 are rescinded, as follows:

R 168.901 Enfereementof rules deelsions-subjeet-to-appeal-Definitions.
Rule fmwm}wbm i-shath-be-enforced-by-the-board-of state
Cafrvassersand-isrepresentatives-to—insure—thefaie inpartal—and-uniform—conduetof

aﬁ#ie&bmméeeundemmwwwweﬁ%&me—mmﬂm
cuvassers-as-hereinafierset-forth-(1) As used in these rules:

(a) “Act” means the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1 to 168.992,

(b) “Change the result of the election” means either the candidate who lost the
election and is requesting the recount would be elected or the recount would result in
the opposite outcome for a ballot question,

(c) “Election materials”™ means equipment used in administering elections,
including, but not limited to, electronic voting systems, seals, ballots, ballot
containers, ballot container certificates, poll books, results report, statement book,
tabulator tape, or another document or report considered necessary by the boards of
county or state canvassers.

(d) “Interested party” means the individual or individuals who filed a recount
petition or a counter recount petition. More specifically, a candidate, I representative
of a ballot question committee, or if a ballot question committee did not participate
in an election in which there was a ballot question on the ballot, I elector who voted
in that election,

(e) "“Poll book" includes the physical poll book and any poll lists.

() “Precinet” as used in a recount means any of the following:
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(i) An election day precinct,
_A (i) Xn absent voter counting board.
(iii) A precinct at an early voting site.
() “Recount center” means a single location where recounts of multiple precincts
from multiple counties are conducted,
(2) Unless otherwise defined in these rules, a term defined in the uct has the same
meaning when used in these rules,

R 168.901a Enforcement of rules; decisions subject to appeal.

Rule 1a. The board of state canvassers and its representatives enforce these rules
and regulations to ensure the fair, impartial, and uniform conduct of recounts,
Decisions of the boards of county canvassers, under these rules and regulations,
applicable statutes, and court decisions, are subject to appeal to the board of
state canvassers under R 168,925,

R 168,902 Security arrangements.

Rule 2. (1) YUpen-On the filing of a petition for recount, the board of state canvassers shall
with make arrangements with the-stiate-poliee law enforcement Lo provide for security of
the recount staff and all ballots, ballot bexes-containers, and veting-machines-clectronic
voting systems used in the election precinets to be recounted until the recount is completed
and the results thereofare certified by the board of state canvassers,

(2) All sueh-baHots—ballot boxes—their keys—voting-machines-and the-keysthereto-election

TS

materials shal must remain in the possession of the eity-oi-townshi 5
%ﬂwih—l-h&eusmf}ykﬁwreef—clerk responsible for the election until requisitioned by the
boards of county canvassers as-hereirafierprovided-under R 168.903.

R 168.903 Time and place of recount,

Rule 3. (1) The board of state canvassers wil shall publicly announce the time and place
for the recount of votes eastn-each-county affected by sueh-petitien-fora recount petition.

(2) The board of state tanvassers may mandate the use of { or more recount centers
where multiple counties or jurisdictions are recounted at a central location,

(3) The boards of county canvassers shall arrange for the delivery of the ballots. ballot

of county canvassers oy deem determine are flecessary. at the time and place designated
for the recount by the board of state canvassers,

(4) Electronic Mvoting machines-systems and-the-keystherele shal must remain in the
i

possession of the offieials-clerk charged with their security and custody thereefus
provided-under the act and the rules promulgated by the secretary of state.

R 168.904 Review of rules, regulations. and arrangements prior to recount,

Rule 4. Before Price—to commencement-ef-beginning the recount, the board of state
tanvassers or ils representatives and the board of county canvassers or its representatives
shall meet for the purpose of reviewing these rules and regulations and the arrangements





made or to be made by the board of county canvassers for the proper conduct of the recount
ashereti-provided,

R 168.905 Meeting between state board and county board.

Rule 5. At the time and place designated for the commencement of the recount in-each
eounty, the board of county canvassers Haerefef—shail mect with the board of state
canvassers or its representatives ; eneing-to begin the recount.

R 1068.906 @Bﬂifl—mn(wphehl\flcetmg minutes.
Rule 6. The boards of wunly canvassers shall previde-a—eount

oy o -yyu-u.-r - ut.ulll.;vl\-’ll’i

stenregrapherwhe-shall-be present-atel-times-duringthe-recountand-whe
W;MWMWMWWWCUH(!UH a recount in an
open meeting and keep meeting minutes. Meeting minutes must be provided to the
beard of state tanvassers on request.

R 168.906a Order of counting precinets.

Rule 6a. WMMMWIMM{WW@
speetficatly-provided- by-the-board-of state-eatvassers—Precinets shall be counted in the
order wihieh that wi results in the most expeditious conduct of the recount without regard
for who requested the counting of a particular precinet,

TR - &

R 168.907 Persenspresent at recoumt-procedure-Rescinded.
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—{%}SHQH&WEG&%MH&H—MM&W%MM&—%& ithed-in-the-peH

!nxﬂrm}dﬂ]epeaeﬁ—-re{-um—ihee{qﬂmme to—the-number-ofvaier—whe voted-inthe
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wrim%ﬁmﬁmmimmw%me-eﬁm&pm%&nﬂmbm;w&w
variots-seals-used-io-seal-the voting-machines:
+3mm}mmmwm;mﬁm>mmvwm
t}w—ﬂghl—Mmeﬁeﬂﬁgﬁwhic Fecord-any-objection—proposed corFection—or
addition-to-such-information.

R 168.908 #MMWWM%Pm-Immancc of recount; materials

not subject to a recount,

Rule 8. H—Wmﬁg—mlmﬂﬂem‘kﬁd'ﬂﬂﬂﬁeﬂkd—m—wehmweﬂi
Hnpossible-to-vote-on—the machine-orto—othes ‘\,—ehaﬁﬁﬁ-*hé-wmh—&ppemm.g_em

fmm%dalmwmsmm counters-or-if-thesealcontainsa #tmber-otherthan-the
numhef—fﬂeﬂfdeé—by—meﬂnspeewrs on—their—retirns—that votig—muehine-shal-not-be

mﬂmemmm--eﬂg&mmmqmmmmmiwmm#be
uhenas-eorrect(1) A recount is performed only if the number of ballots to be recounted
is enough to change the result of the election.

(2) Arecountis an administrative process limited to determining the number of votes
cast on ballots for each candidate secking a particular office or determining the
number of votes cast for or against a ballot question.

(3) If the board of state canvassers or the board of county canvassers receives g
petition to conduct an investigation or an audit of the conduct of an election, a petition
to assess the qualifications of electors participating in an election or the manner in
which ballots are applied for or issued to electors, or a petition to do anything other
than conduct a recount as described in this rule, the board of state canvassers or the
board of county canvassers must deny that request for a recount,

(4) When conducting a recount, the only materials available to be reviewed in the
recount are the ballots, poll book, and any poll lists necessary to complete the recount,
R 168,909 Machine-notto-ber ouriedadditonal eondition-Electronic voting system
recount.

Rule 9. Me—numbef-&pﬁeﬂﬁﬂg—cn the-protective-eounterof-a-machine
Feeount-does-notequalthetoml-of
tsﬁ-f-llhcnmuﬂbef-uppeafviﬂg—mr&w—t : Pegeg the—opening—of-the polls as-shown
hy{he—em#?eme%o}ecm;—-iﬂﬁp&'kﬁ,—und
%Jm;mwmwmtwe—mnmmﬁim%eﬁﬁﬁw

eerticate—ol—election ispectors—the—veting—machine shall t—be

- niad and
T ettt e
eriginal-retirn-ofthe Hispectors-otelectionshallbe-taken-as-correct Recounts performed
using an electronic voting system software application under section 871(4) of the act,
MCL 168.871, are governed by the procedures set forth in R 168.793 and the act,

R 168.9094 MuGWMtt»Mee%Mé&kmakﬂ%mRescinded.
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the-eleet M%ﬂ&ailmmﬂa'{mmﬂeﬁmm%mwm
preeinet

R 168910 (J)peﬂiﬁgﬂpuﬂseaﬁng—muwieﬂ—MwuﬁbDetermiuing when to

recount precinct,

in—;he+ee<mm--aﬁd—rhe—mnmwmm;ml%mmkﬁd-eaﬂdidamwm
eaeh—eaf}did{ﬁHné—ﬁlmuri-rHéke-ﬂmﬂneﬁ—mﬂ&end dftothee-the-vole on-each propesition
vatved—in—the-recount_The votes—so-cated-shall-be ;W\mlv‘d—simul-}aflem?—by—fhe-;}
lﬂydvn%m:m&;ﬁeﬂbm&pmmﬂ%mwwm#%&wem—#em
meﬁliyﬂm%meeﬁﬂml-lyéermmﬂﬁed—m%mmehmﬂm
tally—cterk—The—count—as—shows by-the-inspectors-returns-shat-be—used—for these

maehh}emwl—&ubjeﬁ-m—ﬁeeﬁum(l) A precinct shall be recounted if all the following are
Satisfied:

(a) The ballots are properly sealed in a ballot container in 2 manner that does not
allow a ballot to be added to, or removed from, the ballot container.

(b) The seal number on the seal is accurately recorded in the poll book, on the ballot
container certificate, or on the statement of results.

(c) The precinct is in balance, which means the number of ballots to be recounted is
the same as the number of ballots issued in the precinct as shown in the poll book, the
number of ballots tabulated as shown on the tabulator tape, or the number of ballots
cast as shown by the county canvass; or the precinct was certified as out of balance
during the county canvass and remains out of balance by an identical or fower
number of ballots,

(2) A recount may still be conducted even if the precinet does not satisfy the
conditions under subrule (1) of this rule, if there is a satisfactory explanation in a
sworn affidavit demonstrating that the security of the ballots is preserved,

(3) An explanation is satisfactory if the reason for the discrepancy does not affect the
security of the ballots and demonstrates that a recount of the ballots will yield a

reliable and accurate result, For example, a discrepancy that was caused by innocent

human error and specifically explained in the puoll book mtw,‘ﬁ'ﬁmalunting
whether the total number of ballots and the total number of voters match, a
discrepancy that was caused by spoiled or defective ballots, ballots were
duplicated for proper reasons gggn_nmwwinandateﬁ by the loca] cIcrE)ur
provisional envelope ballots not included in the ballot container,

(4) The only documents that a board of canvassers may use to determine whether g
precinet may be recounted are the poll book, the poll lists, the statement of results,
the ballot container certificate, the total ballots counted by a tabulator, the county

canvass notations on the number of ballots and electors in the poll book, affidavits,
and tabulator-tapes.
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(5) Ha precinct is not eligible for a recount, the original return of the votes for that
precinct must be taken as correct,

R 168.911 Recounting absent voters® ballots,

Rule 11. (1) Absent voters® ballots, including absent voter ballots cast at absent voter

counting board precinets and combined absent voter counting board precincts, shal

must be recounted in the manner Weﬂﬁe%demprovided under these rules for
counting paper ballots cast on election day.

(2) Absent voters’ ballots in original sealed envelopes shalt must be counted as the-same
should-have-been-if they were voted if the recount board determines they are eligible for
voting,

(3} Absent voters® ballots whieh that have been voted shel must be recounted to
determine whether the ballots were validly marked,

be consistent throughout

"
(4) Vartiethy tto-have-been voted et mustbe-counted-as-the - meff ¢

sitre-shewld-havebeon-if TWETrE voted..

(5) Wﬁﬁwmd—m-mmﬂm&hﬂmwwi //

(6) Appropriate additions and deductions must shall be made 1o or from the precinet
count.

(7) Unless clearly shown to the contrary, there is a presumption of regularity of action by
precinet inspectors-shab-obtain, To determine facts required for decision of issues under
this rule, precinct inspectors may, if nhecessary, be called and sworn to give evidence.

Q}%&mmunﬂ&es—uﬁiﬂg—abswmcr cotting-precinets—absentvoter baHets-shall-be
m%ﬂl@#&sqmded—ﬁz—ﬂw%u!es—mf—paper—baﬂe&e

R 168912 Qﬁmnmﬂmxbmwmmgﬂﬁeeunm%Recouming ballots cast at early
voting sites.
Rule 12. Jilae—;ep;esentﬂmﬁﬂileaeh-iwed party-shal-be-afforded-an Oppertunity-to
ﬂl?ﬁeﬁe—ﬂﬂe—ma({mg_“f the-individual-candidates-or propesition-e & A
voters-baHot-if-any-as-the-votes-are called afid-to-make-such-netations-on-theirpr

a
it

fea:w&s—uxﬂwy--mﬂy--de&%(n Ballots cast at early voting sites must be recounted in the
Same manner provided under these rules for ballots cast on election day.

(2) If a ballot container from an early voting site contains ballots from multiple
precinets and 1 or more of those precincts is subject to a recount, each ballot container
must be opened, and the ballots must be sorted by precinct to identify and segregate
the ballots subject to the recount,

(3) Unless clearly shown to the contrary, there is a presumption of regularity of
action by early voting site precinct inspectors. To determine facts required for
decision of issues under this rule, early voting site precinet inspectors may, if
necessary, be called and sworn to give evirlenc@

R 168.913-Reeordofiecount preeeedings-Rescinded,
—Rade-B3-Al) proceedingstakenin-therecountof hy—voting—machinesshall-be-record

H%%FG%(MHMHMPMWMMHW
Rq}rﬁmMeHPaN*Huemd—thMa&H%ﬂMemwn%M

eSS A i
‘| Commented {LSB1): This rule uses both "absent voters'
ballots" and "absent voter ballots”; the use of terms should
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and—complete—stenograpt 15He<éerd—ﬂf-aay-ehaueﬂge+er—ebje. i ctions-to-the-proceedings:
l:-!-p( A—Fequesi—ofthe-be d-af SHate-camvassers—sueh record-shall-be transeribed—an d—a

R 168.914 -Chatlenges-or objections rres-Rescinded.
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R 168.915 W@WW%FM&W@]%Rme staff.

Rule 13, ﬂrehtmds—m‘-eoumy canvassers-shath-provide--able-where-all-ballot b ies-in
MI—MEWI}MPMN—MMeHaMaRHF%WMmMMMﬁ
ﬂ--&li&#{%me%%ﬂ#ﬁel%ﬂéﬂmlﬁ&b%gi&m&mﬂmm&ﬂaﬁww@e&
#he-hea;ds—e-l-‘--ctwm_\-'-eaﬂwz.;:;cr_‘ shith-also-providet-recount elerk-and-2-taly-clerks—for
dﬂi)—ﬁHiiCHiﬁh-iﬂl#e—WheﬂeF%-h&HH‘b%iﬁ—epeﬂed -or-baHots-are-recounted-At each
table where ballot containers are opened, the boards of county canvassers shall
provide at least 2 recount clerks to conduet the recou nting of ballots,






R 168.916 Candidate and petitiener-ballot question committee representatives: powers;
identification.

Rule 16. (1) Each candidate for—the-office—or artices—the—votes—for—whieh—are beftg
Fecotied-and-ench-of the petitioners—in ‘Iﬁﬁﬁmmm_ﬁgmm
eititted-to-have-notto-exceed or ballet question committee representative is entitled to
observe the recount and have their counsel and not more than 2 representatives
additional individuals present at cach table where ballot boxes-containers are being
opened or ballots are being recounted.-and-they

(2) The individuals in su brule (1) of this rule shall be afforded an apportunity to observe
the opening of ballot bexes-containers and each ballot as the votes are called. challenge
the tabulation of g ballot, and take notes as desired for record keeping purposes-and
EG—H&%SH&#W&HG&S--MHH%&%&%S— y-fray-desire.

(3) Each individual representing a candidate or ballot question committee shall have
written identification provided by the candidate, the candidate’s political party, the
ballot question com mittee, or a proponent or opponent of the ballot question if there
is no ballot question committee involved in the recount,

(4) For a recount for a ballot question, the treasurer of a ballot question committee
involved in the recount shall appoint no more than | lead representative for each
recount ceater. The lead representative shatl-be is responsible for the individuals
present at each table where ballot containers are being opened or ballots are being

recounted. Once designated, the lead representative may not be changed during the
course of the recount.

R 168.917 Board of county canvassers and of state canvasser representatives: duties.

Rule 17.(1) A representative of the board of county canvassers and of the board of state
canvassers shall be present during the opening of sueh-all ballot bexes-containers. A
representative of the board of countly canvassers shall dictate for the record, any part of
which may be on forms provided by the board of state canvassers, the following;

(@) The precinct being recounted.

(b) Any unusual conditions relative to the ballot boxes-container,

(c) The manRerb-whieh-way the ballot bexes-container is sealed,

(d) k5 The ballot container’s seal number,

(e) The condition of the seal.

(1) The name and official position of the persen individual who unscals and opens the
ballot bexes-container.

(2) A description of any ballot package, ballot bag, or roll of ballots which is, may be,
or is claimed to be involved in the recount, including the way the bag is sealed and the

(2) Sueh-The representative of the board of county canvassers shall also dictate for the
record the entries contained in the poll book and statement book relative to the number of





voters who voted at the election and the seal numbers with which ballot bexes-containers
aﬂd—b&ﬂ%ﬁ—bﬁg%qﬁ-med_ were scaled.

(3) A representative of any interested party or of the board of state canvassers has shall
have the right (o dictate any objection, proposed correction, or additional information
into the stenographie-rccord—eny—objeetion. preposed—correction—or—addition—te—such
Hormatien

R 168918 Reefnmmg—hallwwvbnﬁel—beﬂwked-aﬂd—sea}ed: Rescinded,
—-Rﬁ%e4—8:~%eb&ﬂ4ﬂi—be}ﬁ:i-mc—ked-w::w!cd i-steh—marner—as—to-res i
m«'gmmmtrmm-m—sem?mm;mm}wn i
wﬁvmwdr-ma.——mﬂ—seﬁmk—me-bﬁue{ﬁ—sha% be-reeounted:sbut-if-the baHets-are—not
Properly—wrapped:-tied-and-sealed-or Htheseak-tape-or wiapper-shal-have-been-loosened
or-broken—sueh-batots-shatbe recounted—only—if they correspond—in-numberwith

Fassd

R 168.919 Mmmgwie%mwm%%bﬂwmm@aﬁmmscinded.
—Rute49—-the-ballot-box—is-netd ked-and setled-in-such—manner—as—to-renderit

Fetelmed—rf-ﬂae»—me—-pmpefh wrapped—ied and sealed-i

R 168.920 Rﬁﬁﬂ%-wm-ﬁﬂithmmﬁmﬁd-JHﬂﬁwpm
procedwre—Rescinded.
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ferove—such—ballots— from- thei-wrappers—placethem face-down 1o
table—and—eount—the-numberofb, iots—If there-are-the proper-number-of-bal

£

batots-shatl-be-recounted—ini eHiaterprovided:iH—sueh—balots—do-not
WMQWWWWMM above—provided—such-ballots-shall-not
be-recounted-and-the-recount elerk—shatl—report—such-fact-to_the fepresentative-of-the
aw&m&d—m:s%ihhﬂe&m%mhw%mﬁmﬁwwﬂ—eﬁ—u
il%ﬁﬁe&%ﬁﬁhﬂlﬂeﬁﬁw%mf:

R 168.92] Reeaunt-where eorrespondence in number-between-balotbox-und
—;mH—}i&i—m}tﬂquiw:—-pm%durerRescinded.
—-R—tH-e'—E-FH:-iin-h&ﬁﬁlmmiEﬁHﬁ—HL%HﬁMe%—lomwm
maanMuMueMn%%WWh&%M&W
wahimwwﬂa&femu%ekfkm#mm&w%ﬁhmﬁmn-msmw
ili%WiMM&MMWHW%M
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pmﬂéaMmHImhem{lhaHalQH} exeess—of—the-numberof batois-issued-on-election
éﬂ}*.—ﬂﬁ—ﬁhﬁwﬂ—bﬁiﬁc—t}ﬂﬂ‘—!’iﬁ&——{h“ balots-shall-be-turned—face up-ind-so-many-blank
batots—or—balets upei-which-there—is-ne attempled-voieforthe-office—or—offices—or
&w—wwmi-mwfwimﬁs-ba%mommﬂwﬁmww
ixew;#w%mmmmmgmﬂei%bm&{mﬁmm%mwmhm
I5-Fo- Steh-attempted-vote-to-equal—such heess-theremaining-batots-shat-be-shufiled
ahc—iixed-and—replaced—in—the batot-box-and-the-recountclork shaH—then—draw—out
thﬁm%b&mﬂmwm ed-by—the—recount—elerk g
Sl}a#bw%ﬁmdﬂmmmﬁmm%%mldﬂmm
M&w%mﬁe—a—mﬁeﬁﬂ&—eﬁ;mmhcr office—or—propesition tvelving—the—same
hﬂ#ﬂi&——is—hem-g—c-eﬂdue&w?w—is—ﬁm&iﬂg:

R 168922 Recounting ballos: procedure. 3 ~p.e/¢"[°
Rule 22. (1) The ballots shal must be placed face-up on the recount table and-if-where o

appﬁe&blerseparﬂte&-b)ﬂhtmomnqumnm@ilgg of straight party-vote-baltots,-split.

PRTLY VOTE 'h'ﬂﬂmrmd-ﬂﬁeeiﬂi-pmw;pm batot question. ballots, Whereapplicable—the

il !JL{\ “QF{'!,

i falar g d iy g
et ot e itHRe S

WIleﬁ-vMe-;'rﬁF&eaHe&—mey;smﬂkbefeem'ded—shﬂﬁﬂaﬁ%.w]“ by-the 2-tably-elerks-on
{lm%w+%MHM-~MHWWM*—WSH&RM%%
feeem1{—ﬁiu|ll—he+;ep&med—;nm1a;!ma}d-zheﬂ-emjaHed#he-ﬂa&nm}g-sha%eﬁea&m—msz
m%nnd—hy—éiﬂ-‘ereﬂ{—peoﬁe. Hhe-whele-numberof-votes castt, : t
and-against-each-proposition-shall be-recorded.

(2) The recount staff shall count I pile of ballats at a time. One recount clerk shall
call the votes, and 1 clerk shall confirm the called votes. The 2 recount clerks shall
record the votes on proper forms provided for that purpose,

(3) The whole number of votes cast for each candidate, and for and against each
ballot question, must be recorded,

(4) The board oFstate canvassers may approve an alternative manner of conducting
the recount, Stebe

R 168.923 mewmé&gﬂhﬁﬁbemrmining the validity of ballot

murkings

Rule 23, M-i‘ed—kmﬂg—#&{es—&haﬁ—gmeﬂ ;}ie—rewwﬁiﬂg—af—mio.-s,:(lj A vote on a ballot
is indicated by making a mark within the predefined target area designated for
casting a vote. A vote is valid and must be counted if there is a mark within the
predefined area for casting a vote,

(2) The following is g non-exhaustive list of examples of valid votes:

(2) A circle of the predefined area that goes through the inside of the predefined
area designated for casting a vote and meant to be filled in by the voter.,

(b) A check mark, cross, or “x" that is inside any part of the predefined area
designated for casting a vote and meant to be filled in by the voter, even if part of the
mark extends outside the predefined area designated for casting a vote,





(¢) The word *“yes” written inside the predefined area designated for casting a vote
and meant to be filled in by the voter.

(d) If the predefined area has a mark inside of it, but there is also a correction that
causes a false tabulator read, such as a filled in oval or Square that is crossed out or
labeled as a “mistake” or similar description,

(3) The following is a non-exhaustive list of exam ples of invalid votes:

(a) A circle of the predefined area designated for casting a vote that goes around the
area, but does not intersect the inside of the predefined area designated for casting a
vote,

(b) A check mark, cross, or “x™ along the side, top, or bottem of the outside edge of
the predefined area designated for casting a vote,

(¢) The word “yes” written along the side, top, or bottom of the outside edge of the
predefined area designated for casting a vote, regardless of any arrows pointing to
the predefined area.

(4) A stray mark within the predefined target area is not a mark indicating a valid
vote. The following apply to the evaluation of marks:

(a) To determine whether a mark within a predefined area is a stray mark compare
the mark with other marks appearing on the ballot,

(b) A check mark or cross appearing within the predefined area is not considered g
stray mark and is a valid vote even if the voter does not consistently mark the entire
ballot with the check mark or Cross.

(aiLMw;e If it is clearly evident from an examination of any ballot that the same i.s}aei
Been mutilated for the purpose of distinguishing it or that-there has been placed therCon
some inarl, printing, or writing for the purpose of distinguishing it, then sueh the¢ hallot
shall must béwoid and shall not be counted, The following criteria must be mef to find a
mark or mutilation to be distinguishing: /

{(ta) & The marker mutilation must be clearly evident, ¥

(#b) Fhatthe-The magk or mutilation was placed on the ballot bythe voter,

(+#¢) The mark or mutilation was for Eepthe purposes of distinguishing i1,
—b)-Aeross-the-interseetionefwhich-shatl-be-within-or onZhotte. o2, proper-cirele
M(}%‘Hﬁiﬂ-ﬁ—hwid.—@reﬁﬁesﬁ}lhﬂ". ise—oeated —pithe-ballotshallbe vl
—teMittks-other-than-erosses-ysed te—designate—thel intention—of the-votershall-not-be
eounted: B ~
—fé}—A—er&m—:,hﬂH-be-vaﬁd—e#en thotigh- i both-Hnes—theresl—shall be-duplicated-
prnuided'ﬁml--llm—ﬁueﬁmerfﬁewmmwmmiw%i
Wi%WIHF&MHH*WﬁM%MWIM
erossing each-other—shat-be deemed to—be a—valid erosswhere-i-is-apparent that—the
vorer—inended—to—make— 3¢ is-provision-sha idati
se-cated-"cheek-marks™ i %

(16) A failure 1o properly mark a ballot as to 1 or more candidates shall does not oftself
invalidate the entire ballét if the same-ballot has-been is properly marked as to other
candidates, unless sueh the improper marking shall constitutes a distinguishing mark as
herein-definedunder subrule (5) of this rule. ™

(27) Erasupesand corrections on a ballot made by the elector in a manner frequently used
for such-purpose shall are determined to be no-be-deemed distinguishing“marks or
n19,1ii'i'nim15f under subrufe (5) of this rule.

%
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(h8) Any ballot or part of a ballot from which it is impossible to determine the elector’s
choice of candidate sha{#b e-is void as Lo thL (.dﬂd](.ldle or candldatcs thereby affected:,

(i9) 2 pao snpan

(10) All ballots cast which that are not counted shallbe are 2o
~eouiled,” kept maintained separate from the others by being tied or held in | package, and
placed in the ballot bex-container with thc counted halfol%{m{l.

beenprinted.- M#i-ldﬂ—ﬂl'—p%m'-c&ti-ﬁf-i;iﬂﬂ‘s‘i—d -BFES5- lmﬁ—beeﬁ-piated-leWeFm%&eﬁqmm
hc-lbﬁ&mﬂpawiwm&wmmw%wﬁwm&bemﬂntwwmw

R 168.924 Determining !m%ﬁ#aiﬂeﬁ&ﬂw&—ﬂﬂeﬂrﬂe&cmded
M@%—Phe-ﬁe{-l&wb

o I l‘ etk 152 73 il Aoty (o BT
gilesas-set-forth-in-S168.737 o the—Miehigan-Con TS,

FECYew PTWE | 1h ELS P ahla o an ,. hall ba fall aadhie dagan = p 5
a5 amehdedogetherwith-applicablecous deeisionsshal-befollowed-in deteritihow

a-balot-shall-berecounted.
—tiHH-theelectormakes-a-cros: tthe-cirele-underthe—name—of_his parb-at-the-head
of-the-batotund-does Aothing *“"'Pm*, he—has—voted -f-Stratghi-ticket:

party—and-also-make a-eross to—ti—the-square-before the name ::t‘: eandidat
imci%m—*%%ﬂwﬂw%%w 3 2
me—»ame-ef—#w—egmmm—hu party-ticket— - the-elector yotes—tor—meore—than—|
%+1thr~%%%w%|e only: F-eandidate—is—i9—be elected-to-snid-otfice.
Said- hﬁJﬂHlm%n%he—wumd—fewﬂwﬁ—mwehfaﬂdldﬂ&ﬁ—buHha%mm-ﬂm
feH-iand-void

—h}%—heﬂ%m—mmeﬁmhdmes—are—te be-elected-to—the—same—or like “."!"' eh i

&
idates Rot-—o1—his i Heloal 1 1
et Hrrthepar v Henetlor-sueh-offies—t

circ!e ::.ldcr h‘ f ...u—r}ame—aﬂd_}ﬁﬁfk“ﬁ—btﬁﬁir(*‘}

et—the- lmﬂ%—ﬂf—ﬂﬁhettuul—ﬂﬁmbel—“ﬂl—eaﬂdid“'ﬂd for ..u..]*. o ﬂ.w efr-his-party-ticket—he

shath-be-deemedto-have—erossed the-name-of w‘nuurmﬂmmﬁwﬁ%ﬁ
M%MM“N—&]} ¢ id&%—{m—».em—mher-—pany
ticket—infront-of witich Hie-He E‘lur; hade-g-eros:s ok

—td)-to-vote for-a-candidate-noton- mMMWe!%wﬂlﬁwﬁmﬁ
Me&ﬂd;dﬂ&{»ﬂns—b&e ket-oppesite—the—nume_ai the-office-and-make-ncross i
Hiﬂﬂﬂk—ﬁlmlm
—fe} ﬁ—%m‘kﬁé—\ﬂi-h-ﬁ—e;e‘rﬁ—(—\}—m-& er{e_ﬂﬁdﬁ'—:}—-paﬁg' ;‘;.:.;‘: s iI be deemed
Mnttuﬁar—eaeh-ﬂ{—the—eﬂﬂﬂ:d&eq—ﬂm_m-—sbﬂ= party—eoh v is-not
erosted BT ﬁepl—elhm—wmﬁdﬁeﬁ-—wim HEFO55-O0-s d-h
{he—ﬂaﬂrc‘el-—“"“" c”; g ..u..J d.. te-on ,.uu.' 10 :.L‘w. ¥ where—th-efe—is—».witwﬂﬁw

—-—
"‘3
':I"

h

ol A





orsomeother-par e
%gH{lHﬁ—c-reﬁs—{'%}—isﬂﬂtwi-m%cér;!a tider—the—part—name 4-eross-(3-in-the
sq&areheF{%-H}&namee}ﬁany-emmidawslmﬂ—heﬁkemed—am%%eaﬂmm

iiwﬁm-mrme-&}eeim—% —for—more-candidatosLorthes -
electedand

R 168.925 Challenged B-ballots counted or rejected for recount-under-protest; appeals.
Rule 23, (l}%}MWMMWWWIMW
i Y-aiy—iHerested-party s-¢ presentativeshell-beidentified Py xhibit

eard-stapled-to-the-challenged-batet-U 3 i

=
B o letinn af
POtEcOtrenon—ot

S county-canvassersand—i grounds-therefor—Any
interesied-party-whe-considers-himself aggrieved-by the-decision-of: the-board-of-county
cuivassers—may—at—the—time—the—decision_is rendered-—appeal—such—deeision—to—the
tepresentatives—ol-the—board v{fﬂm&emwa:ﬁerﬁ—%ﬂ—é}c—smnmai%%hemmw
|MH€&&H}F&&HH%H€H@€MIMMNMMWAH interested
party may make a challenge to the board of county canvassers of a determination to
count or not count a specific vote on a ballot for a candidate or for or against a ballot
question subject to the recount.

(2) Q}e—deemﬂw+ﬁ+he—bea+dﬁ}l—euan&—eam%mﬂay—be—ee i Setastde—or
oditied-by—the representative-of_the beard of-stite-canvassers—Any challenged ballot
counted or rejected for recount must be identified by a numbered exhibit card
logically associated with the challenged ballot.

(3) A%&mc%mmwmi}mmimmm}%ﬁm
%H—Hﬂl%ﬂeh—il%@dﬂmﬁy—{hat—s&c—k ety -recountshave | pleted—Sueh

SV EOeeh CEHH

seere%ary--mf-.«mte-hy—tlae%ﬁm'eﬁed—pﬁﬂ»ieﬁ_‘Tlle board of canvassers shall keep a record
of the challenge, and representatives of all interested parties shall be afforded an
opportunity to make a full and com plete record of challenges to the proceedings,

(4) ﬁwdeeismﬂﬂr‘we-wﬁfeseﬂmmﬁ&ﬁ?ﬂ%bﬂurdq;ﬁ-&%&e&mm’s-fmyb&ewﬁrmed:
set-aside—or-medified-by—the-board-ostate Canvassers-ipon-revien-bywritlen-petitior

=t ARA=R L rrtati-petition
. ) TeYTe Y HT Pt

After the recount of all ballots in a precinct, but before the recount procéeding itself
is completed, all challenged ballots must be presented to the board of county

ar g,quc,((s{-’-’-





canvassers, which will hear Arguments on the challenge and decide whether to accept

o) LATPP | : 3
ity DrHe-enyvele Pes-5

shall-ba-caglad wdth
rH- e b

4 feat
v rtrteGtet

:
i

meﬂmer—-eF-me-laeaﬁi—ﬂLemﬂm—ams&eﬁ—ﬂr- —delivered—to—the cotity—elerk—{or
sifekeeping—An interested party can appeal the decision of the board of county
canvassers to the representative of the board of state canvassers, who may confirm,
reject, or modify the decision of the board of county canvassers,

(6) An interested party can petition the board of state canvassers for a de novo
review of the decision of the representative of the board of state canvassers. The
petition for de novo review m ust be filed before the completion of the recount by the
board of county canvassers and specify the substance of the challenge and request a
de novo review by the board of state canvassers,

(7) The board of state canvassers shall accept petitions for a de novo review only for
challenges that concern the determination of how a specific vote on a ballot for
candidate, or for or against a ballot question, is counted.

(8) Once the board of State eanvassers receives a petition for de novo review its
representative shall make an exhibit detailing the resolution of the challenge that
includes the ballot, which must be securely sealed in an exhibit envelope and retained
by the board or its representative. The representative shall provide the clerk
responsible for the election with g receipt for the ballot that is subject to challenge.

(9) In the same manner that notice of the recount was given under section 868 of the
act, MCL 168.868, the board of state canvassers shall notify all interested parties of
the date of the meeting where the board of state canvassers will consider the petition
for a de novo review,

(10) The interested parties are allowed to present oral and written arguments on the
challenges at the meeting where the board of State canvassers will consider the
petition. The arguments presented to the board of state canvassers must be limited to
arguments made to the board of county canvassers,

(11) The board of state canvassersshall hear and rule on the challenge at the meeting
only if the total number of challenges submitted to jt could change the result of the
election,

(12) The board of county canvassers or the representative of the board of state

canvassers may determine a challenge is frivolous. If a challenge is determined to/he/,-

frivolous, the board of state canvassers may decline to consider the challenge. A
challenge may only be determined to be frivolous if any of the following apply:

(a) The challenge is based on a procedure already approved by the board of state
canvassers,

(b) The challenge is not related to the tabulation of a specific, individual ballot,

(¢) The observer does not provide an explanation for the challenge.

(d) The observer issues multiple challenges at [ time or otherwise issues challenges
designed to delay or interfere with the recount,

R 168.9254 Wﬂg@wﬂiﬂ—ﬁﬂ%ﬁ%ﬂ“ﬁ#—pﬁ%ﬂgﬁ‘ﬂﬁﬁeﬂ%ﬂgﬂ— Rescinded.

kﬂth—ﬁfﬁeiﬁﬁek—s}m“—mmmﬁed—&ﬁ—w ed-as ired-on—forms provided-by-the-board-ofstate

agy
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el goeliall b o sdete-telndatballot oo avpantthiat voal e g b ] choll b 4o
agesshitl-be-deemed-to-inelude-ballotbaes. eneep-thatrelereneesto-sealsshall- beto
& = I

metatrather-than-paper-seals.

R 168.925b Withdrawal of petition; discontinuance of recount.

Rule 25b. (1) If the perses individual petitioning for a recount shalt withdraws his-the
petition or discontinues the recount before the-its completion, eﬁﬁ*&#eeeuﬂmf'ihe-pmemem
tor—which—hepetitioned—then—in Stieh—event—the original return shat—be—is deemed
determined to-be correct regardless of any change shown by the recount of the precincts.
he-or-the-counterpetitiones petitoned-to-be rcwunie*mmewem-e&sueh—withdmwal-by
the-petitioner—it-shall-netbe It is not necessary for the-any counter petitioner to withdraw
or ask for a discontinuance after a petitioner withdraws,

(2) It the counter petitioner for a recount shall withdraws his-the petition or discontinues
the recount-efthe-precinets he petitioned-to-haverecounted, ther-the original returns for all
precincts %‘e%ﬁeﬁ—he—ﬁeque&mé—a-reeeum—shau-ée—invo]ved arc determined deemead 1o
be correct regardless of any changes shown by the recount at the time of the withdrawal.
A counter petitioner shall not be permitted-allowed to withdraw if all precincts ferwhich
ke-the counter petitioner petitioned have been recounted. Lt ent-that-1f a counter
petitioner withdraws, the recount as—o—te-of precincts petitioned for by the original
petitioner shall must continue until the completion thersof or until sueh-time-as-he-the
original petitioner withdraws,

(3} All withdrawals must be in writing signed by the petitioning party,

R168.926 Candidateand Petitionerrepresentatives—identifieation Rescinded.
MHHWWM%MM votes—ifor vhich-are-being
smmmmﬂ;mmmlmwedﬂwﬁwmw%%eum
Hig—opened—orballots-recount i Bﬂd-fﬂf—&ef—y—vﬁ*m-g*!’&d-ehme-wiﬂd%—&s
belng—recounted-and-nolte J:CCCMHHMWMF%}Q—WM
machine-provided-for-i—R-16%. H—R-168-916—hereof—Ever—such representative
shath-be-furnished-written. Mwsiﬁa&%b%e—e&mﬁda{e%fepms%ame—eaﬂcﬁdme%
pe%iie&imjww:—%{*y—{he PropoRents-or-oppenents-ofapropesition whom-he-represents.

: ara b
PR Cr—afd—ae

R 168.927 Public observance of recounts; handling of batlots.

Rule 27. (1) Prev m}ﬁﬁﬂkhﬁ1mﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ&9bﬁeﬁmth&wﬂéuﬁ—ﬁﬁmuﬂ%'rhe
recount must be open to the public for observation. but the public shatl-not-be-is not
allowed within the confines of the actual working arca; and no individual may voeally or
otherwise disturb the recount staff or interfere with the recount process, nrorshat
voeakor-other disturbanceof the recottstatl by-lrhe—rmb!«ie-be—pmmd-\’iolaliun of this
rule results in removal from the recount area by law enforcement,

(2) Only the recount stalf, the county board of canvassers, the state board of
CANVASSErs or its representative, or a clerk responsible for maintaining the custody of
election materials may handle ballots, No member of the public, observer, candidate
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or the candidate's Fepresentative, or a representative of a batlot question committee
may touch or otherwise handle a ballot or other clection materials,

R 168.928 Designated representative of board of state canvassers,
Rule 28. (1) The board of State canvassers may designate 1 or more representatives in
cach county or recount center to supervise f-its-behad the conduct of recounts on the

board of state canvasser’s behalf-as-abovesetforth,

wpfe«emmwe-qhaﬁ—beeﬁw{kw—u* al-times-and-the-decisions of-therepr .,.;‘.1u:i‘."v of-chity
shat-prevail-The representative of the board shall be an employee of the department
of state, a county clerk, or a staff member of the county clerk, and must have
knowledge and experience in conducting a recount,

(3) Lﬂ—thﬁ«.efﬁumwa—se—deﬂgﬂﬁied—b:- the—beard—of-sta

F@-}Héﬁn‘fﬁﬂi-i#‘&ﬁ—ﬁh&]—HW-d&i—}--iHﬂH tHies-and-any-2 Fep
[H&fk%ﬂl—ﬁﬂ@-d%ﬂif%—%ﬂﬂ}'—ﬁmﬂHH{-)‘"- it
CHYaESSCRTsueh-Tepresentatives-shall-be idi :

5ueh-¢efumHﬁ-{f>e-&ﬁ—du@-a{_ﬁH—Hﬂ+s: ahd-a

ot

R T a8 In_a‘“___j_
Tty daher e a2
B aC anmsirein ;
e COREtHTN

of 3-representatives-each|
Hority-decision-of-the tear-shal-prevail-If
more than 1 representative js present at a recount, the representatives present shall
designate a lead representative.

o

R 168.929 Completion of recount; procedure,

Rule 29. (1) Upen-On completion of the recount of any precinct, al] ballots shall must be
preperb-wiapped by the qumn—eiefkhwhhﬂ—&memem%h&ﬂu%emkm&eﬂbmm
&Ieluded—iﬂ#aeh—:meh—paekage.—ami placed in the voting-muchine-of ballot hex-container.
The ballot bexes-containers and-voting-machines shall must thes be properly locked-and
the-babot-bexesscaled with a state seal to-be supplied by the board of state canvassers. and
eIMﬁegﬁhepwmlhemﬂekeys,—mihe fespectiveofficers-having the-care-and cust
thereofThe ballot containers must be returned to the officers charged with their care
and custody under R 168.902. The recount staff shall record the new seal number on
the ballot container certificate,

(2) At the conclusion of the recount, the board of state canvassers shall notify each
interested party that the recount is complete. The board of State canvassers shall
provide notice by mail or email,

R 168.930 Certificate of recount results.

Rule 30. The results of the recount for each county shall must then be entered upon a
certificate provided for that purpose by the board of state canvassers. signed by the board
of county canvassers and representative of the board of state canvassers. The county clerk
shall certify that the individuals persens signing the certificate as members of the board of
county canvassers are such members of that county. The certificate shal must then be
torthwith-delivered to the board of state canvusscrs-&t—l:aﬂsiﬁg.—M-iehigan. which shal] then
compile said-the returns from each county and certify the result,






DEPARTMENT OF STATE
BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS
CONDUCT OF ELECTION RECOUNTS
Filed with the sccretary of state on

These rules become effective immediately afier filing with the secretary of state
unless adopted under section 33, 44, or 45a(9) of the administrative procedures act of
1969. 1969 PA 306, MCL 24233, 24.244, or 24.245a. Rules adopted under these sections
become effective 7 days after filing with the secretary of state.

(By authority conferred on the board of state canvassers by section 889 of AetNe—t6-0f
Hw%nt%wwmg%mﬂpwimemm the Michigan
election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.889)

R 168901, R 168.902. R 168.903, R 168.904, R 168.905. R 168.906, R 168.906a, R
168.908. R 168.909. R 168.910. R 168.911. R 168.912. R 168.915, R 168.916, R 168.917,
R 168922, R 168.923. R 168.925. R 168.925b, R 168.927, R 168.928, R 168.929, and R
168.930 of the Michigan Administrative Code are amended, R 168.901a is added, and R
168.907. R 168.909a, R 168.913, R 168.914, R 168.918. R 168.919, R 168.920, R 168.921,
R 168.924, R 168.9254, and R 168.926 are rescinded, as follows:

R 168.901 Enfereementof rules deelsions-subjeet-to-appeal-Definitions.
Rule fmwm}wbm i-shath-be-enforced-by-the-board-of state
Cafrvassersand-isrepresentatives-to—insure—thefaie inpartal—and-uniform—conduetof

aﬁ#ie&bmméeeundemmwwwweﬁ%&me—mmﬂm
cuvassers-as-hereinafierset-forth-(1) As used in these rules:

(a) “Act” means the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1 to 168.992,

(b) “Change the result of the election” means either the candidate who lost the
election and is requesting the recount would be elected or the recount would result in
the opposite outcome for a ballot question,

(c) “Election materials”™ means equipment used in administering elections,
including, but not limited to, electronic voting systems, seals, ballots, ballot
containers, ballot container certificates, poll books, results report, statement book,
tabulator tape, or another document or report considered necessary by the boards of
county or state canvassers.

(d) “Interested party” means the individual or individuals who filed a recount
petition or a counter recount petition. More specifically, a candidate, I representative
of a ballot question committee, or if a ballot question committee did not participate
in an election in which there was a ballot question on the ballot, I elector who voted
in that election,

(e) "“Poll book" includes the physical poll book and any poll lists.

() “Precinet” as used in a recount means any of the following:
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(i) An election day precinct,
_A (i) Xn absent voter counting board.
(iii) A precinct at an early voting site.
() “Recount center” means a single location where recounts of multiple precincts
from multiple counties are conducted,
(2) Unless otherwise defined in these rules, a term defined in the uct has the same
meaning when used in these rules,

R 168.901a Enforcement of rules; decisions subject to appeal.

Rule 1a. The board of state canvassers and its representatives enforce these rules
and regulations to ensure the fair, impartial, and uniform conduct of recounts,
Decisions of the boards of county canvassers, under these rules and regulations,
applicable statutes, and court decisions, are subject to appeal to the board of
state canvassers under R 168,925,

R 168,902 Security arrangements.

Rule 2. (1) YUpen-On the filing of a petition for recount, the board of state canvassers shall
with make arrangements with the-stiate-poliee law enforcement Lo provide for security of
the recount staff and all ballots, ballot bexes-containers, and veting-machines-clectronic
voting systems used in the election precinets to be recounted until the recount is completed
and the results thereofare certified by the board of state canvassers,

(2) All sueh-baHots—ballot boxes—their keys—voting-machines-and the-keysthereto-election

TS

materials shal must remain in the possession of the eity-oi-townshi 5
%ﬂwih—l-h&eusmf}ykﬁwreef—clerk responsible for the election until requisitioned by the
boards of county canvassers as-hereirafierprovided-under R 168.903.

R 168.903 Time and place of recount,

Rule 3. (1) The board of state canvassers wil shall publicly announce the time and place
for the recount of votes eastn-each-county affected by sueh-petitien-fora recount petition.

(2) The board of state tanvassers may mandate the use of { or more recount centers
where multiple counties or jurisdictions are recounted at a central location,

(3) The boards of county canvassers shall arrange for the delivery of the ballots. ballot

of county canvassers oy deem determine are flecessary. at the time and place designated
for the recount by the board of state canvassers,

(4) Electronic Mvoting machines-systems and-the-keystherele shal must remain in the
i

possession of the offieials-clerk charged with their security and custody thereefus
provided-under the act and the rules promulgated by the secretary of state.

R 168.904 Review of rules, regulations. and arrangements prior to recount,

Rule 4. Before Price—to commencement-ef-beginning the recount, the board of state
tanvassers or ils representatives and the board of county canvassers or its representatives
shall meet for the purpose of reviewing these rules and regulations and the arrangements



made or to be made by the board of county canvassers for the proper conduct of the recount
ashereti-provided,

R 168.905 Meeting between state board and county board.

Rule 5. At the time and place designated for the commencement of the recount in-each
eounty, the board of county canvassers Haerefef—shail mect with the board of state
canvassers or its representatives ; eneing-to begin the recount.

R 1068.906 @Bﬂifl—mn(wphehl\flcetmg minutes.
Rule 6. The boards of wunly canvassers shall previde-a—eount

oy o -yyu-u.-r - ut.ulll.;vl\-’ll’i

stenregrapherwhe-shall-be present-atel-times-duringthe-recountand-whe
W;MWMWMWWWCUH(!UH a recount in an
open meeting and keep meeting minutes. Meeting minutes must be provided to the
beard of state tanvassers on request.

R 168.906a Order of counting precinets.

Rule 6a. WMMMWIMM{WW@
speetficatly-provided- by-the-board-of state-eatvassers—Precinets shall be counted in the
order wihieh that wi results in the most expeditious conduct of the recount without regard
for who requested the counting of a particular precinet,

TR - &

R 168.907 Persenspresent at recoumt-procedure-Rescinded.

-‘{_“.l.e_'} £y LI v the-boardoal coiata e | “"h‘:—bﬂaf
¥ TT7 l\u'_iu SeraH et OO0 COUHY ‘.uu'\lda\'l‘.’ w0t
. Sserstoeathar coiil 1 . b alael. [P Jasl ] o e P
cavasserstogetherwith-lrecount-clork2 taty-elerks-and-a-eoust reporie-or-competent

‘-|eﬂﬁgfa1#ltﬂ"—ﬁ9—ﬂbe¥-e-1)f‘6¥ﬂied—ﬂl‘.d hotmore-than-2-representatives-and-an-at Fhey—of
Wh.—lm; fortha ol ol tha o rarahi
Hadte-tor-the-office-oroffices-thaver 4
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GtHed SO SHeh

&Bﬁmtw—af’rd—fe{:ﬁtlm—ei—ediﬂ-}*ﬁ\. voting-machine—Priotot
CHRPAFeRt-of-any-of- m&m%ﬂee—m—&h&uﬂﬁe&imge 3
the-Shoup-maehines-used-in-a Preciet-a-representative-ofthe bourd-of county-canvassers
shat-dictata-fortharecord —any- partolwiteh-may-be-anforms prepared-b
b’c&&«tﬂﬂ%iﬁ—iheiehewg-
%M%W}{h&vﬂww
—tbrAnv-unusual-conditions s relativeto-anyv-elthe voting-machines.
%Ihﬁdeﬂtiﬁﬂﬂﬁwwbe&mmv&mgmﬁtm

Tha on I.m beron-each nfiha s P
HE-S5eq SHOR-CaehoHhe VoS

1o re 29 - il B-tha gnaslad: 4 veat A Haacl votiog oo a1t
—th-Fhe-numbersrecorded-on the pProteand-protectivecounters-ofaach vothig-machine:

—{%}SHQH&WEG&%MH&H—MM&W%MM&—%& ithed-in-the-peH

!nxﬂrm}dﬂ]epeaeﬁ—-re{-um—ihee{qﬂmme to—the-number-ofvaier—whe voted-inthe
}}Feﬁiinhe—tdei}H-l-feuileﬂ-fmﬂﬂ-h\?H-ﬂﬂ—{h various-veting-machines the numbershe L]

the-respect YeprotecHve—eounters- mi%hé-ﬂﬁenw;me—pe#sr-the—readmgﬁ—eﬂ—the



wrim%ﬁmﬁmmimmw%me-eﬁm&pm%&nﬂmbm;w&w
variots-seals-used-io-seal-the voting-machines:
+3mm}mmmwm;mﬁm>mmvwm
t}w—ﬂghl—Mmeﬁeﬂﬁgﬁwhic Fecord-any-objection—proposed corFection—or
addition-to-such-information.

R 168.908 #MMWWM%Pm-Immancc of recount; materials

not subject to a recount,

Rule 8. H—Wmﬁg—mlmﬂﬂem‘kﬁd'ﬂﬂﬂﬁeﬂkd—m—wehmweﬂi
Hnpossible-to-vote-on—the machine-orto—othes ‘\,—ehaﬁﬁﬁ-*hé-wmh—&ppemm.g_em

fmm%dalmwmsmm counters-or-if-thesealcontainsa #tmber-otherthan-the
numhef—fﬂeﬂfdeé—by—meﬂnspeewrs on—their—retirns—that votig—muehine-shal-not-be

mﬂmemmm--eﬂg&mmmqmmmmmiwmm#be
uhenas-eorrect(1) A recount is performed only if the number of ballots to be recounted
is enough to change the result of the election.

(2) Arecountis an administrative process limited to determining the number of votes
cast on ballots for each candidate secking a particular office or determining the
number of votes cast for or against a ballot question.

(3) If the board of state canvassers or the board of county canvassers receives g
petition to conduct an investigation or an audit of the conduct of an election, a petition
to assess the qualifications of electors participating in an election or the manner in
which ballots are applied for or issued to electors, or a petition to do anything other
than conduct a recount as described in this rule, the board of state canvassers or the
board of county canvassers must deny that request for a recount,

(4) When conducting a recount, the only materials available to be reviewed in the
recount are the ballots, poll book, and any poll lists necessary to complete the recount,
R 168,909 Machine-notto-ber ouriedadditonal eondition-Electronic voting system
recount.

Rule 9. Me—numbef-&pﬁeﬂﬁﬂg—cn the-protective-eounterof-a-machine
Feeount-does-notequalthetoml-of
tsﬁ-f-llhcnmuﬂbef-uppeafviﬂg—mr&w—t : Pegeg the—opening—of-the polls as-shown
hy{he—em#?eme%o}ecm;—-iﬂﬁp&'kﬁ,—und
%Jm;mwmwmtwe—mnmmﬁim%eﬁﬁﬁw

eerticate—ol—election ispectors—the—veting—machine shall t—be

- niad and
T ettt e
eriginal-retirn-ofthe Hispectors-otelectionshallbe-taken-as-correct Recounts performed
using an electronic voting system software application under section 871(4) of the act,
MCL 168.871, are governed by the procedures set forth in R 168.793 and the act,

R 168.9094 MuGWMtt»Mee%Mé&kmakﬂ%mRescinded.
M&MMM{%H&MFWHWW@W
Hra-preeinct-is-in-exeess-of the-totil-of:
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the-eleet M%ﬂ&ailmmﬂa'{mmﬂeﬁmm%mwm
preeinet

R 168910 (J)peﬂiﬁgﬂpuﬂseaﬁng—muwieﬂ—MwuﬁbDetermiuing when to

recount precinct,

in—;he+ee<mm--aﬁd—rhe—mnmwmm;ml%mmkﬁd-eaﬂdidamwm
eaeh—eaf}did{ﬁHné—ﬁlmuri-rHéke-ﬂmﬂneﬁ—mﬂ&end dftothee-the-vole on-each propesition
vatved—in—the-recount_The votes—so-cated-shall-be ;W\mlv‘d—simul-}aflem?—by—fhe-;}
lﬂydvn%m:m&;ﬁeﬂbm&pmmﬂ%mwwm#%&wem—#em
meﬁliyﬂm%meeﬁﬂml-lyéermmﬂﬁed—m%mmehmﬂm
tally—cterk—The—count—as—shows by-the-inspectors-returns-shat-be—used—for these

maehh}emwl—&ubjeﬁ-m—ﬁeeﬁum(l) A precinct shall be recounted if all the following are
Satisfied:

(a) The ballots are properly sealed in a ballot container in 2 manner that does not
allow a ballot to be added to, or removed from, the ballot container.

(b) The seal number on the seal is accurately recorded in the poll book, on the ballot
container certificate, or on the statement of results.

(c) The precinct is in balance, which means the number of ballots to be recounted is
the same as the number of ballots issued in the precinct as shown in the poll book, the
number of ballots tabulated as shown on the tabulator tape, or the number of ballots
cast as shown by the county canvass; or the precinct was certified as out of balance
during the county canvass and remains out of balance by an identical or fower
number of ballots,

(2) A recount may still be conducted even if the precinet does not satisfy the
conditions under subrule (1) of this rule, if there is a satisfactory explanation in a
sworn affidavit demonstrating that the security of the ballots is preserved,

(3) An explanation is satisfactory if the reason for the discrepancy does not affect the
security of the ballots and demonstrates that a recount of the ballots will yield a

reliable and accurate result, For example, a discrepancy that was caused by innocent

human error and specifically explained in the puoll book mtw,‘ﬁ'ﬁmalunting
whether the total number of ballots and the total number of voters match, a
discrepancy that was caused by spoiled or defective ballots, ballots were
duplicated for proper reasons gggn_nmwwinandateﬁ by the loca] cIcrE)ur
provisional envelope ballots not included in the ballot container,

(4) The only documents that a board of canvassers may use to determine whether g
precinet may be recounted are the poll book, the poll lists, the statement of results,
the ballot container certificate, the total ballots counted by a tabulator, the county

canvass notations on the number of ballots and electors in the poll book, affidavits,
and tabulator-tapes.
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(5) Ha precinct is not eligible for a recount, the original return of the votes for that
precinct must be taken as correct,

R 168.911 Recounting absent voters® ballots,

Rule 11. (1) Absent voters® ballots, including absent voter ballots cast at absent voter

counting board precinets and combined absent voter counting board precincts, shal

must be recounted in the manner Weﬂﬁe%demprovided under these rules for
counting paper ballots cast on election day.

(2) Absent voters’ ballots in original sealed envelopes shalt must be counted as the-same
should-have-been-if they were voted if the recount board determines they are eligible for
voting,

(3} Absent voters® ballots whieh that have been voted shel must be recounted to
determine whether the ballots were validly marked,

be consistent throughout

"
(4) Vartiethy tto-have-been voted et mustbe-counted-as-the - meff ¢

sitre-shewld-havebeon-if TWETrE voted..

(5) Wﬁﬁwmd—m-mmﬂm&hﬂmwwi //

(6) Appropriate additions and deductions must shall be made 1o or from the precinet
count.

(7) Unless clearly shown to the contrary, there is a presumption of regularity of action by
precinet inspectors-shab-obtain, To determine facts required for decision of issues under
this rule, precinct inspectors may, if nhecessary, be called and sworn to give evidence.

Q}%&mmunﬂ&es—uﬁiﬂg—abswmcr cotting-precinets—absentvoter baHets-shall-be
m%ﬂl@#&sqmded—ﬁz—ﬂw%u!es—mf—paper—baﬂe&e

R 168912 Qﬁmnmﬂmxbmwmmgﬂﬁeeunm%Recouming ballots cast at early
voting sites.
Rule 12. Jilae—;ep;esentﬂmﬁﬂileaeh-iwed party-shal-be-afforded-an Oppertunity-to
ﬂl?ﬁeﬁe—ﬂﬂe—ma({mg_“f the-individual-candidates-or propesition-e & A
voters-baHot-if-any-as-the-votes-are called afid-to-make-such-netations-on-theirpr

a
it

fea:w&s—uxﬂwy--mﬂy--de&%(n Ballots cast at early voting sites must be recounted in the
Same manner provided under these rules for ballots cast on election day.

(2) If a ballot container from an early voting site contains ballots from multiple
precinets and 1 or more of those precincts is subject to a recount, each ballot container
must be opened, and the ballots must be sorted by precinct to identify and segregate
the ballots subject to the recount,

(3) Unless clearly shown to the contrary, there is a presumption of regularity of
action by early voting site precinct inspectors. To determine facts required for
decision of issues under this rule, early voting site precinet inspectors may, if
necessary, be called and sworn to give evirlenc@

R 168.913-Reeordofiecount preeeedings-Rescinded,
—Rade-B3-Al) proceedingstakenin-therecountof hy—voting—machinesshall-be-record

H%%FG%(MHMHMPMWMMHW
Rq}rﬁmMeHPaN*Huemd—thMa&H%ﬂMemwn%M

eSS A i
‘| Commented {LSB1): This rule uses both "absent voters'
ballots" and "absent voter ballots”; the use of terms should
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and—complete—stenograpt 15He<éerd—ﬂf-aay-ehaueﬂge+er—ebje. i ctions-to-the-proceedings:
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R 168.914 -Chatlenges-or objections rres-Rescinded.
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R 168.915 W@WW%FM&W@]%Rme staff.

Rule 13, ﬂrehtmds—m‘-eoumy canvassers-shath-provide--able-where-all-ballot b ies-in
MI—MEWI}MPMN—MMeHaMaRHF%WMmMMMﬁ
ﬂ--&li&#{%me%%ﬂ#ﬁel%ﬂéﬂmlﬁ&b%gi&m&mﬂmm&ﬂaﬁww@e&
#he-hea;ds—e-l-‘--ctwm_\-'-eaﬂwz.;:;cr_‘ shith-also-providet-recount elerk-and-2-taly-clerks—for
dﬂi)—ﬁHiiCHiﬁh-iﬂl#e—WheﬂeF%-h&HH‘b%iﬁ—epeﬂed -or-baHots-are-recounted-At each
table where ballot containers are opened, the boards of county canvassers shall
provide at least 2 recount clerks to conduet the recou nting of ballots,




R 168.916 Candidate and petitiener-ballot question committee representatives: powers;
identification.

Rule 16. (1) Each candidate for—the-office—or artices—the—votes—for—whieh—are beftg
Fecotied-and-ench-of the petitioners—in ‘Iﬁﬁﬁmmm_ﬁgmm
eititted-to-have-notto-exceed or ballet question committee representative is entitled to
observe the recount and have their counsel and not more than 2 representatives
additional individuals present at cach table where ballot boxes-containers are being
opened or ballots are being recounted.-and-they

(2) The individuals in su brule (1) of this rule shall be afforded an apportunity to observe
the opening of ballot bexes-containers and each ballot as the votes are called. challenge
the tabulation of g ballot, and take notes as desired for record keeping purposes-and
EG—H&%SH&#W&HG&S--MHH%&%&%S— y-fray-desire.

(3) Each individual representing a candidate or ballot question committee shall have
written identification provided by the candidate, the candidate’s political party, the
ballot question com mittee, or a proponent or opponent of the ballot question if there
is no ballot question committee involved in the recount,

(4) For a recount for a ballot question, the treasurer of a ballot question committee
involved in the recount shall appoint no more than | lead representative for each
recount ceater. The lead representative shatl-be is responsible for the individuals
present at each table where ballot containers are being opened or ballots are being

recounted. Once designated, the lead representative may not be changed during the
course of the recount.

R 168.917 Board of county canvassers and of state canvasser representatives: duties.

Rule 17.(1) A representative of the board of county canvassers and of the board of state
canvassers shall be present during the opening of sueh-all ballot bexes-containers. A
representative of the board of countly canvassers shall dictate for the record, any part of
which may be on forms provided by the board of state canvassers, the following;

(@) The precinct being recounted.

(b) Any unusual conditions relative to the ballot boxes-container,

(c) The manRerb-whieh-way the ballot bexes-container is sealed,

(d) k5 The ballot container’s seal number,

(e) The condition of the seal.

(1) The name and official position of the persen individual who unscals and opens the
ballot bexes-container.

(2) A description of any ballot package, ballot bag, or roll of ballots which is, may be,
or is claimed to be involved in the recount, including the way the bag is sealed and the

(2) Sueh-The representative of the board of county canvassers shall also dictate for the
record the entries contained in the poll book and statement book relative to the number of



voters who voted at the election and the seal numbers with which ballot bexes-containers
aﬂd—b&ﬂ%ﬁ—bﬁg%qﬁ-med_ were scaled.

(3) A representative of any interested party or of the board of state canvassers has shall
have the right (o dictate any objection, proposed correction, or additional information
into the stenographie-rccord—eny—objeetion. preposed—correction—or—addition—te—such
Hormatien

R 168918 Reefnmmg—hallwwvbnﬁel—beﬂwked-aﬂd—sea}ed: Rescinded,
—-Rﬁ%e4—8:~%eb&ﬂ4ﬂi—be}ﬁ:i-mc—ked-w::w!cd i-steh—marner—as—to-res i
m«'gmmmtrmm-m—sem?mm;mm}wn i
wﬁvmwdr-ma.——mﬂ—seﬁmk—me-bﬁue{ﬁ—sha% be-reeounted:sbut-if-the baHets-are—not
Properly—wrapped:-tied-and-sealed-or Htheseak-tape-or wiapper-shal-have-been-loosened
or-broken—sueh-batots-shatbe recounted—only—if they correspond—in-numberwith

Fassd

R 168.919 Mmmgwie%mwm%%bﬂwmm@aﬁmmscinded.
—Rute49—-the-ballot-box—is-netd ked-and setled-in-such—manner—as—to-renderit

Fetelmed—rf-ﬂae»—me—-pmpefh wrapped—ied and sealed-i

R 168.920 Rﬁﬁﬂ%-wm-ﬁﬂithmmﬁmﬁd-JHﬂﬁwpm
procedwre—Rescinded.
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pmﬂéaMmHImhem{lhaHalQH} exeess—of—the-numberof batois-issued-on-election
éﬂ}*.—ﬂﬁ—ﬁhﬁwﬂ—bﬁiﬁc—t}ﬂﬂ‘—!’iﬁ&——{h“ balots-shall-be-turned—face up-ind-so-many-blank
batots—or—balets upei-which-there—is-ne attempled-voieforthe-office—or—offices—or
&w—wwmi-mwfwimﬁs-ba%mommﬂwﬁmww
ixew;#w%mmmmmgmﬂei%bm&{mﬁmm%mwmhm
I5-Fo- Steh-attempted-vote-to-equal—such heess-theremaining-batots-shat-be-shufiled
ahc—iixed-and—replaced—in—the batot-box-and-the-recountclork shaH—then—draw—out
thﬁm%b&mﬂmwm ed-by—the—recount—elerk g
Sl}a#bw%ﬁmdﬂmmmﬁmm%%mldﬂmm
M&w%mﬁe—a—mﬁeﬁﬂ&—eﬁ;mmhcr office—or—propesition tvelving—the—same
hﬂ#ﬂi&——is—hem-g—c-eﬂdue&w?w—is—ﬁm&iﬂg:

R 168922 Recounting ballos: procedure. 3 ~p.e/¢"[°
Rule 22. (1) The ballots shal must be placed face-up on the recount table and-if-where o

appﬁe&blerseparﬂte&-b)ﬂhtmomnqumnm@ilgg of straight party-vote-baltots,-split.

PRTLY VOTE 'h'ﬂﬂmrmd-ﬂﬁeeiﬂi-pmw;pm batot question. ballots, Whereapplicable—the

il !JL{\ “QF{'!,

i falar g d iy g
et ot e itHRe S

WIleﬁ-vMe-;'rﬁF&eaHe&—mey;smﬂkbefeem'ded—shﬂﬁﬂaﬁ%.w]“ by-the 2-tably-elerks-on
{lm%w+%MHM-~MHWWM*—WSH&RM%%
feeem1{—ﬁiu|ll—he+;ep&med—;nm1a;!ma}d-zheﬂ-emjaHed#he-ﬂa&nm}g-sha%eﬁea&m—msz
m%nnd—hy—éiﬂ-‘ereﬂ{—peoﬁe. Hhe-whele-numberof-votes castt, : t
and-against-each-proposition-shall be-recorded.

(2) The recount staff shall count I pile of ballats at a time. One recount clerk shall
call the votes, and 1 clerk shall confirm the called votes. The 2 recount clerks shall
record the votes on proper forms provided for that purpose,

(3) The whole number of votes cast for each candidate, and for and against each
ballot question, must be recorded,

(4) The board oFstate canvassers may approve an alternative manner of conducting
the recount, Stebe

R 168.923 mewmé&gﬂhﬁﬁbemrmining the validity of ballot

murkings

Rule 23, M-i‘ed—kmﬂg—#&{es—&haﬁ—gmeﬂ ;}ie—rewwﬁiﬂg—af—mio.-s,:(lj A vote on a ballot
is indicated by making a mark within the predefined target area designated for
casting a vote. A vote is valid and must be counted if there is a mark within the
predefined area for casting a vote,

(2) The following is g non-exhaustive list of examples of valid votes:

(2) A circle of the predefined area that goes through the inside of the predefined
area designated for casting a vote and meant to be filled in by the voter.,

(b) A check mark, cross, or “x" that is inside any part of the predefined area
designated for casting a vote and meant to be filled in by the voter, even if part of the
mark extends outside the predefined area designated for casting a vote,



(¢) The word *“yes” written inside the predefined area designated for casting a vote
and meant to be filled in by the voter.

(d) If the predefined area has a mark inside of it, but there is also a correction that
causes a false tabulator read, such as a filled in oval or Square that is crossed out or
labeled as a “mistake” or similar description,

(3) The following is a non-exhaustive list of exam ples of invalid votes:

(a) A circle of the predefined area designated for casting a vote that goes around the
area, but does not intersect the inside of the predefined area designated for casting a
vote,

(b) A check mark, cross, or “x™ along the side, top, or bottem of the outside edge of
the predefined area designated for casting a vote,

(¢) The word “yes” written along the side, top, or bottom of the outside edge of the
predefined area designated for casting a vote, regardless of any arrows pointing to
the predefined area.

(4) A stray mark within the predefined target area is not a mark indicating a valid
vote. The following apply to the evaluation of marks:

(a) To determine whether a mark within a predefined area is a stray mark compare
the mark with other marks appearing on the ballot,

(b) A check mark or cross appearing within the predefined area is not considered g
stray mark and is a valid vote even if the voter does not consistently mark the entire
ballot with the check mark or Cross.

(aiLMw;e If it is clearly evident from an examination of any ballot that the same i.s}aei
Been mutilated for the purpose of distinguishing it or that-there has been placed therCon
some inarl, printing, or writing for the purpose of distinguishing it, then sueh the¢ hallot
shall must béwoid and shall not be counted, The following criteria must be mef to find a
mark or mutilation to be distinguishing: /

{(ta) & The marker mutilation must be clearly evident, ¥

(#b) Fhatthe-The magk or mutilation was placed on the ballot bythe voter,

(+#¢) The mark or mutilation was for Eepthe purposes of distinguishing i1,
—b)-Aeross-the-interseetionefwhich-shatl-be-within-or onZhotte. o2, proper-cirele
M(}%‘Hﬁiﬂ-ﬁ—hwid.—@reﬁﬁesﬁ}lhﬂ". ise—oeated —pithe-ballotshallbe vl
—teMittks-other-than-erosses-ysed te—designate—thel intention—of the-votershall-not-be
eounted: B ~
—fé}—A—er&m—:,hﬂH-be-vaﬁd—e#en thotigh- i both-Hnes—theresl—shall be-duplicated-
prnuided'ﬁml--llm—ﬁueﬁmerfﬁewmmwmmiw%i
Wi%WIHF&MHH*WﬁM%MWIM
erossing each-other—shat-be deemed to—be a—valid erosswhere-i-is-apparent that—the
vorer—inended—to—make— 3¢ is-provision-sha idati
se-cated-"cheek-marks™ i %

(16) A failure 1o properly mark a ballot as to 1 or more candidates shall does not oftself
invalidate the entire ballét if the same-ballot has-been is properly marked as to other
candidates, unless sueh the improper marking shall constitutes a distinguishing mark as
herein-definedunder subrule (5) of this rule. ™

(27) Erasupesand corrections on a ballot made by the elector in a manner frequently used
for such-purpose shall are determined to be no-be-deemed distinguishing“marks or
n19,1ii'i'nim15f under subrufe (5) of this rule.

%
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(h8) Any ballot or part of a ballot from which it is impossible to determine the elector’s
choice of candidate sha{#b e-is void as Lo thL (.dﬂd](.ldle or candldatcs thereby affected:,

(i9) 2 pao snpan

(10) All ballots cast which that are not counted shallbe are 2o
~eouiled,” kept maintained separate from the others by being tied or held in | package, and
placed in the ballot bex-container with thc counted halfol%{m{l.

beenprinted.- M#i-ldﬂ—ﬂl'—p%m'-c&ti-ﬁf-i;iﬂﬂ‘s‘i—d -BFES5- lmﬁ—beeﬁ-piated-leWeFm%&eﬁqmm
hc-lbﬁ&mﬂpawiwm&wmmw%wﬁwm&bemﬂntwwmw

R 168.924 Determining !m%ﬁ#aiﬂeﬁ&ﬂw&—ﬂﬂeﬂrﬂe&cmded
M@%—Phe-ﬁe{-l&wb

o I l‘ etk 152 73 il Aoty (o BT
gilesas-set-forth-in-S168.737 o the—Miehigan-Con TS,

FECYew PTWE | 1h ELS P ahla o an ,. hall ba fall aadhie dagan = p 5
a5 amehdedogetherwith-applicablecous deeisionsshal-befollowed-in deteritihow

a-balot-shall-berecounted.
—tiHH-theelectormakes-a-cros: tthe-cirele-underthe—name—of_his parb-at-the-head
of-the-batotund-does Aothing *“"'Pm*, he—has—voted -f-Stratghi-ticket:

party—and-also-make a-eross to—ti—the-square-before the name ::t‘: eandidat
imci%m—*%%ﬂwﬂw%%w 3 2
me—»ame-ef—#w—egmmm—hu party-ticket— - the-elector yotes—tor—meore—than—|
%+1thr~%%%w%|e only: F-eandidate—is—i9—be elected-to-snid-otfice.
Said- hﬁJﬂHlm%n%he—wumd—fewﬂwﬁ—mwehfaﬂdldﬂ&ﬁ—buHha%mm-ﬂm
feH-iand-void

—h}%—heﬂ%m—mmeﬁmhdmes—are—te be-elected-to—the—same—or like “."!"' eh i

&
idates Rot-—o1—his i Heloal 1 1
et Hrrthepar v Henetlor-sueh-offies—t

circ!e ::.ldcr h‘ f ...u—r}ame—aﬂd_}ﬁﬁfk“ﬁ—btﬁﬁir(*‘}

et—the- lmﬂ%—ﬂf—ﬂﬁhettuul—ﬂﬁmbel—“ﬂl—eaﬂdid“'ﬂd for ..u..]*. o ﬂ.w efr-his-party-ticket—he

shath-be-deemedto-have—erossed the-name-of w‘nuurmﬂmmﬁwﬁ%ﬁ
M%MM“N—&]} ¢ id&%—{m—».em—mher-—pany
ticket—infront-of witich Hie-He E‘lur; hade-g-eros:s ok

—td)-to-vote for-a-candidate-noton- mMMWe!%wﬂlﬁwﬁmﬁ
Me&ﬂd;dﬂ&{»ﬂns—b&e ket-oppesite—the—nume_ai the-office-and-make-ncross i
Hiﬂﬂﬂk—ﬁlmlm
—fe} ﬁ—%m‘kﬁé—\ﬂi-h-ﬁ—e;e‘rﬁ—(—\}—m-& er{e_ﬂﬁdﬁ'—:}—-paﬁg' ;‘;.:.;‘: s iI be deemed
Mnttuﬁar—eaeh-ﬂ{—the—eﬂﬂﬂ:d&eq—ﬂm_m-—sbﬂ= party—eoh v is-not
erosted BT ﬁepl—elhm—wmﬁdﬁeﬁ-—wim HEFO55-O0-s d-h
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%gH{lHﬁ—c-reﬁs—{'%}—isﬂﬂtwi-m%cér;!a tider—the—part—name 4-eross-(3-in-the
sq&areheF{%-H}&namee}ﬁany-emmidawslmﬂ—heﬁkemed—am%%eaﬂmm

iiwﬁm-mrme-&}eeim—% —for—more-candidatosLorthes -
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R 168.925 Challenged B-ballots counted or rejected for recount-under-protest; appeals.
Rule 23, (l}%}MWMMWWWIMW
i Y-aiy—iHerested-party s-¢ presentativeshell-beidentified Py xhibit

eard-stapled-to-the-challenged-batet-U 3 i

=
B o letinn af
POtEcOtrenon—ot

S county-canvassersand—i grounds-therefor—Any
interesied-party-whe-considers-himself aggrieved-by the-decision-of: the-board-of-county
cuivassers—may—at—the—time—the—decision_is rendered-—appeal—such—deeision—to—the
tepresentatives—ol-the—board v{fﬂm&emwa:ﬁerﬁ—%ﬂ—é}c—smnmai%%hemmw
|MH€&&H}F&&HH%H€H@€MIMMNMMWAH interested
party may make a challenge to the board of county canvassers of a determination to
count or not count a specific vote on a ballot for a candidate or for or against a ballot
question subject to the recount.

(2) Q}e—deemﬂw+ﬁ+he—bea+dﬁ}l—euan&—eam%mﬂay—be—ee i Setastde—or
oditied-by—the representative-of_the beard of-stite-canvassers—Any challenged ballot
counted or rejected for recount must be identified by a numbered exhibit card
logically associated with the challenged ballot.

(3) A%&mc%mmwmi}mmimmm}%ﬁm
%H—Hﬂl%ﬂeh—il%@dﬂmﬁy—{hat—s&c—k ety -recountshave | pleted—Sueh

SV EOeeh CEHH

seere%ary--mf-.«mte-hy—tlae%ﬁm'eﬁed—pﬁﬂ»ieﬁ_‘Tlle board of canvassers shall keep a record
of the challenge, and representatives of all interested parties shall be afforded an
opportunity to make a full and com plete record of challenges to the proceedings,

(4) ﬁwdeeismﬂﬂr‘we-wﬁfeseﬂmmﬁ&ﬁ?ﬂ%bﬂurdq;ﬁ-&%&e&mm’s-fmyb&ewﬁrmed:
set-aside—or-medified-by—the-board-ostate Canvassers-ipon-revien-bywritlen-petitior

=t ARA=R L rrtati-petition
. ) TeYTe Y HT Pt

After the recount of all ballots in a precinct, but before the recount procéeding itself
is completed, all challenged ballots must be presented to the board of county

ar g,quc,((s{-’-’-



canvassers, which will hear Arguments on the challenge and decide whether to accept
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meﬂmer—-eF-me-laeaﬁi—ﬂLemﬂm—ams&eﬁ—ﬂr- —delivered—to—the cotity—elerk—{or
sifekeeping—An interested party can appeal the decision of the board of county
canvassers to the representative of the board of state canvassers, who may confirm,
reject, or modify the decision of the board of county canvassers,

(6) An interested party can petition the board of state canvassers for a de novo
review of the decision of the representative of the board of state canvassers. The
petition for de novo review m ust be filed before the completion of the recount by the
board of county canvassers and specify the substance of the challenge and request a
de novo review by the board of state canvassers,

(7) The board of state canvassers shall accept petitions for a de novo review only for
challenges that concern the determination of how a specific vote on a ballot for
candidate, or for or against a ballot question, is counted.

(8) Once the board of State eanvassers receives a petition for de novo review its
representative shall make an exhibit detailing the resolution of the challenge that
includes the ballot, which must be securely sealed in an exhibit envelope and retained
by the board or its representative. The representative shall provide the clerk
responsible for the election with g receipt for the ballot that is subject to challenge.

(9) In the same manner that notice of the recount was given under section 868 of the
act, MCL 168.868, the board of state canvassers shall notify all interested parties of
the date of the meeting where the board of state canvassers will consider the petition
for a de novo review,

(10) The interested parties are allowed to present oral and written arguments on the
challenges at the meeting where the board of State canvassers will consider the
petition. The arguments presented to the board of state canvassers must be limited to
arguments made to the board of county canvassers,

(11) The board of state canvassersshall hear and rule on the challenge at the meeting
only if the total number of challenges submitted to jt could change the result of the
election,

(12) The board of county canvassers or the representative of the board of state

canvassers may determine a challenge is frivolous. If a challenge is determined to/he/,-

frivolous, the board of state canvassers may decline to consider the challenge. A
challenge may only be determined to be frivolous if any of the following apply:

(a) The challenge is based on a procedure already approved by the board of state
canvassers,

(b) The challenge is not related to the tabulation of a specific, individual ballot,

(¢) The observer does not provide an explanation for the challenge.

(d) The observer issues multiple challenges at [ time or otherwise issues challenges
designed to delay or interfere with the recount,

R 168.9254 Wﬂg@wﬂiﬂ—ﬁﬂ%ﬁ%ﬂ“ﬁ#—pﬁ%ﬂgﬁ‘ﬂﬁﬁeﬂ%ﬂgﬂ— Rescinded.

kﬂth—ﬁfﬁeiﬁﬁek—s}m“—mmmﬁed—&ﬁ—w ed-as ired-on—forms provided-by-the-board-ofstate
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R 168.925b Withdrawal of petition; discontinuance of recount.

Rule 25b. (1) If the perses individual petitioning for a recount shalt withdraws his-the
petition or discontinues the recount before the-its completion, eﬁﬁ*&#eeeuﬂmf'ihe-pmemem
tor—which—hepetitioned—then—in Stieh—event—the original return shat—be—is deemed
determined to-be correct regardless of any change shown by the recount of the precincts.
he-or-the-counterpetitiones petitoned-to-be rcwunie*mmewem-e&sueh—withdmwal-by
the-petitioner—it-shall-netbe It is not necessary for the-any counter petitioner to withdraw
or ask for a discontinuance after a petitioner withdraws,

(2) It the counter petitioner for a recount shall withdraws his-the petition or discontinues
the recount-efthe-precinets he petitioned-to-haverecounted, ther-the original returns for all
precincts %‘e%ﬁeﬁ—he—ﬁeque&mé—a-reeeum—shau-ée—invo]ved arc determined deemead 1o
be correct regardless of any changes shown by the recount at the time of the withdrawal.
A counter petitioner shall not be permitted-allowed to withdraw if all precincts ferwhich
ke-the counter petitioner petitioned have been recounted. Lt ent-that-1f a counter
petitioner withdraws, the recount as—o—te-of precincts petitioned for by the original
petitioner shall must continue until the completion thersof or until sueh-time-as-he-the
original petitioner withdraws,

(3} All withdrawals must be in writing signed by the petitioning party,

R168.926 Candidateand Petitionerrepresentatives—identifieation Rescinded.
MHHWWM%MM votes—ifor vhich-are-being
smmmmﬂ;mmmlmwedﬂwﬁwmw%%eum
Hig—opened—orballots-recount i Bﬂd-fﬂf—&ef—y—vﬁ*m-g*!’&d-ehme-wiﬂd%—&s
belng—recounted-and-nolte J:CCCMHHMWMF%}Q—WM
machine-provided-for-i—R-16%. H—R-168-916—hereof—Ever—such representative
shath-be-furnished-written. Mwsiﬁa&%b%e—e&mﬁda{e%fepms%ame—eaﬂcﬁdme%
pe%iie&imjww:—%{*y—{he PropoRents-or-oppenents-ofapropesition whom-he-represents.
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R 168.927 Public observance of recounts; handling of batlots.

Rule 27. (1) Prev m}ﬁﬁﬂkhﬁ1mﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ&9bﬁeﬁmth&wﬂéuﬁ—ﬁﬁmuﬂ%'rhe
recount must be open to the public for observation. but the public shatl-not-be-is not
allowed within the confines of the actual working arca; and no individual may voeally or
otherwise disturb the recount staff or interfere with the recount process, nrorshat
voeakor-other disturbanceof the recottstatl by-lrhe—rmb!«ie-be—pmmd-\’iolaliun of this
rule results in removal from the recount area by law enforcement,

(2) Only the recount stalf, the county board of canvassers, the state board of
CANVASSErs or its representative, or a clerk responsible for maintaining the custody of
election materials may handle ballots, No member of the public, observer, candidate
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or the candidate's Fepresentative, or a representative of a batlot question committee
may touch or otherwise handle a ballot or other clection materials,

R 168.928 Designated representative of board of state canvassers,
Rule 28. (1) The board of State canvassers may designate 1 or more representatives in
cach county or recount center to supervise f-its-behad the conduct of recounts on the

board of state canvasser’s behalf-as-abovesetforth,

wpfe«emmwe-qhaﬁ—beeﬁw{kw—u* al-times-and-the-decisions of-therepr .,.;‘.1u:i‘."v of-chity
shat-prevail-The representative of the board shall be an employee of the department
of state, a county clerk, or a staff member of the county clerk, and must have
knowledge and experience in conducting a recount,

(3) Lﬂ—thﬁ«.efﬁumwa—se—deﬂgﬂﬁied—b:- the—beard—of-sta

F@-}Héﬁn‘fﬁﬂi-i#‘&ﬁ—ﬁh&]—HW-d&i—}--iHﬂH tHies-and-any-2 Fep
[H&fk%ﬂl—ﬁﬂ@-d%ﬂif%—%ﬂﬂ}'—ﬁmﬂHH{-)‘"- it
CHYaESSCRTsueh-Tepresentatives-shall-be idi :
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of 3-representatives-each|
Hority-decision-of-the tear-shal-prevail-If
more than 1 representative js present at a recount, the representatives present shall
designate a lead representative.

o

R 168.929 Completion of recount; procedure,

Rule 29. (1) Upen-On completion of the recount of any precinct, al] ballots shall must be
preperb-wiapped by the qumn—eiefkhwhhﬂ—&memem%h&ﬂu%emkm&eﬂbmm
&Ieluded—iﬂ#aeh—:meh—paekage.—ami placed in the voting-muchine-of ballot hex-container.
The ballot bexes-containers and-voting-machines shall must thes be properly locked-and
the-babot-bexesscaled with a state seal to-be supplied by the board of state canvassers. and
eIMﬁegﬁhepwmlhemﬂekeys,—mihe fespectiveofficers-having the-care-and cust
thereofThe ballot containers must be returned to the officers charged with their care
and custody under R 168.902. The recount staff shall record the new seal number on
the ballot container certificate,

(2) At the conclusion of the recount, the board of state canvassers shall notify each
interested party that the recount is complete. The board of State canvassers shall
provide notice by mail or email,

R 168.930 Certificate of recount results.

Rule 30. The results of the recount for each county shall must then be entered upon a
certificate provided for that purpose by the board of state canvassers. signed by the board
of county canvassers and representative of the board of state canvassers. The county clerk
shall certify that the individuals persens signing the certificate as members of the board of
county canvassers are such members of that county. The certificate shal must then be
torthwith-delivered to the board of state canvusscrs-&t—l:aﬂsiﬁg.—M-iehigan. which shal] then
compile said-the returns from each county and certify the result,



