


Social Work– General Rules – 2019 – 081 LR
Public Comment Summary
Rules Committee and Board responses to Public Comments


Testimony/Comments Received:


	1.  Duane Brejak, Michigan Chapter, National Association of Social Workers
2.  Colleen Crosey
3.  Emily Dixon, Spring Arbor University
4.  Karen Jill Farrell
5.  Catherine Macomber
6.  Kenneth Sherman
7.  Robin Simpson, Michigan CE Collaborative, Michigan Chapter, National Association of Social Workers
	

	8.  Alia Wesala, University of Michigan
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	




	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Rule 338.2921  Definitions.
	Rule Numbers
	Commenter
	Comment

	338.2921(e)
	7, 3




	The commenters stated that they have received questions regarding the meaning of this term and suggested that the word “supervisor” needed clarification to assist readers with understanding the meaning of the term used in this rule set.



	Rules Committee Response
	R 338.2921(e)  The rules committee agreed that adding additional information would assist in understanding the term “supervisory review.”



Based on the subcommittee’s response, proposed rule 338.2921(e), would read as follows:

(e) “Supervisory review” means that the limited social service technician registrant, limited bachelor’s social work licensee, or limited master’s social work licensee individually is meeting with a his or her Michigan-licensed bachelor’s or Michigan-licensed master’s social worker supervisor, as applicable, individually or in a group modality, during which active work functions and the work records of the supervisee are reviewed.  

[bookmark: _Hlk46824719]BOARD RESPONSE:  THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE RULES COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION.

Rule 338.2929  Training standards for identifying victims of human trafficking; requirements.
	Rule Numbers
	Commenter
	Comment

	338.2929
	7




	The commenter suggested that the training be required during every renewal cycle.



	Rules Committee Response
	R 338.2929 The rules committee declined to change the rule because the statute requires one-time training only.



BOARD RESPONSE:  THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE RULES COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION.


Rule 338.2930  Telehealth Services.
	Rule Numbers
	Commenter
	Comment

	338.2930
	6




	The commenter suggested that the type of consent required should be specified.  


	Rules Committee Response
	R 338.2930 The rules committee declined to change the rules because the rule, as written, permits oral or written consent, as appropriate under the circumstances. 



BOARD RESPONSE:  THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE RULES COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION.

Rule 338.2933  Social service technician registration requirements.
	Rule Numbers
	Commenter
	Comment

	338.2933(1)(c)



338.2933(3)
	3



5

	The commenter stated that the phrase “successful completion” was better language than “graduation” as used in some later rules and suggested that “completion” be used throughout the rule set. 

The commenter asked if “macro” or “clinical” should be added to describe the Michigan-licensed master’s social worker.


	Rules Committee Response
	R 338.2933(1)(c) The rules committee recommended no change, as none is requested for this rule.

R 338.2933(3)  The rules committee recommended no change because a Michigan-licensed master’s social worker with either designation is an appropriate supervisor.  



BOARD RESPONSE:  THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE RULES COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION.


Rule 338.2935  Registration by endorsement.
	Rule Numbers
	Commenter
	Comment

	338.2935
	7

	The commenter suggested that the term “registration” be defined.


	Rules Committee Response
	R 338.2935  The rules committee recommended no change because the term, in context, requires no definition for reader understanding.



BOARD RESPONSE:  THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE RULES COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION.


Rule 338.2939  Limited bachelor’s social worker license requirements; limitations on licensee’s accumulation of supervised work experience; limitations on renewal of limited license.  
	Rule Numbers
	Commenter
	Comment

	338.2939(1)(b)
	3

	The commenter stated that the term “graduation” has led some to believe that having attended the graduation ceremony is required.  The commenter requested that the term “completed” be used instead.


	Rules Committee Response
	R 338.2939(1)(b)  The rules committee agreed that changing the wording would avoid reader misunderstanding.  



Based on the subcommittee’s response, proposed rule 338.2939(1)(b), would read as follows:

(b) Have graduated completed from a baccalaureate degree program from a an accredited school of social work that complies with the standards in R 338.2923.  

BOARD RESPONSE:  THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE RULES COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION.


Rule 338.2941  Bachelor’s social worker license by examination; educational requirements; supervised work experience requirements.  
	Rule Numbers
	Commenter
	Comment

	338.2941(1)(c)


338.2941(3)(b)

	5


5
	The commenter asked if the rule should include that the 4,000 of supervised work experience hours would need to be completed before an applicant could take the exam.

The commenter asked if “macro” or “clinical” should be added to describe the Michigan-licensed master’s social worker.


	Rules Committee Response
	R 338.2941(1)(c)  The rules committee recommended no change because completing the supervised work experience hours before sitting for the master’s level examinations is a requirement of the testing entity, ASWB.  It is not a requirement for licensure.

R 338.2941(3)(b)  The rules committee recommended no change because a Michigan-licensed master’s social worker with either designation is an appropriate supervisor.    



BOARD RESPONSE:  THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE RULES COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION.


Rule 338.2947  Limited master’s social worker license requirements; limitations on accumulation of supervised work experience; limitation on renewal of limited license.  
	Rule Numbers
	Commenter
	Comment

	338.2947(1)(b)
	3

	The commenter stated that the term “graduation” has led some to believe that having attended the graduation ceremony is required.  The commenter requested that the term “completed” be used instead.


	Rules Committee Response
	R 338.2947(1)(b)  The rules committee agreed that changing the wording would avoid reader misunderstanding.  



Based on the subcommittee’s response, proposed rule 338.2947(1)(b), would read as follows:

(b) Have graduated completed from a master’s or doctoral degree program from an accredited school of social work that complies with the standards in R 338.2923.  

BOARD RESPONSE:  THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE RULES COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION.

Rule 338.2951  Master’s social worker license; macro designation.  
	Rule Numbers
	Commenter
	Comment

	338.2951(a)
	3

	The commenter stated that the term “graduation” has led some to believe that having attended the graduation ceremony is required.  The commenter requested that the term “completed” be used instead.


	Rules Committee Response
	R 338.2951(a)  The rules committee agreed that changing the wording would avoid reader misunderstanding.  



Based on the subcommittee’s response, proposed rule 338.2951(a), would read as follows:

(a) Graduate Have completed from a master’s or doctoral degree program from an accredited school of social work that complies with the standards in R 338.2923.  

BOARD RESPONSE:  THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE RULES COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION.

Rule 338.2953  Master’s social worker license; clinical designation.  
	Rule Numbers
	Commenter
	Comment

	338.2953(a)
	3

	The commenter stated that the term “graduation” has led some to believe that having attended the graduation ceremony is required.  The commenter requested that the term “completed” be used instead.


	Rules Committee Response
	R 338.2953(a)  The rules committee agreed that changing the wording would avoid reader misunderstanding.  



Based on the subcommittee’s response, proposed rule 338.2953(a), would read as follows:

(a) Graduate Have completed from a master’s or doctoral degree program from an accredited school of social work that complies with the standards in R 338.2923.  

BOARD RESPONSE:  THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE RULES COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION.

Rule 338.2961  Bachelor’s and master’s of social work license renewals; continuing education requirements.
	Rule Numbers
	Commenter
	Comment

	338.2961


R 338.2961
	2


6

	The commenter asked if there was an easy way to have an online account where social workers can track their CEUs. 

The commenter asked if the new requirement of racial bias training should be included.  


	Rules Committee Response
	R 338.2961  The rules committee recommended no change regarding tracking of CEUs as no change was requested.  

R 338.2961  The rules committee recommended no change to include racial bias training because the department intends to place that requirement in the  Public Health Code General Rules as it applies to all health professions.



BOARD RESPONSE:  THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE RULES COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION.

Rule 338.2963  Acceptable continuing education; limitations.
	Rule Numbers
	Commenter
	Comment

	338.2963(1)


338.2963(4)(a)


338.2963(4)(b)

	4


4


1
	The commenter suggested that the requirement that some continuing education credits be earned in person be changed in light of the COVID 19 pandemic.

The commenter suggested that only entities with accredited educational affiliation, such as ASWB, be approved for earning continuing education credits.

The commenter stated that the word “be” is missing in the second column of this rule between “may” and “earned.”


	Rules Committee Response
	R 338.2963(1)  The rules committee declined to change the rule to permit all credits to be earned online.  The current rules permits credits to be earned through remote attendance of a live, synchronous program.  That option will protect the health of a licensee and allow live interaction with the presenter and other attendees.  

R 338.2963(4)(a)  The rules committee declined to change the rules.  The NASW has published guidelines that were reviewed by the subcommittee and found sufficient to ensure the quality of the programs approved by the NASW and its state chapters.  Removing the programs approved by the NASW and its state chapters would unnecessarily narrow a licensee’s options when choosing a program to accumulate continuing education hours.  

R 338.2963(4)(b)  The rules committee agreed with the commenter.



Based on the subcommittee’s response, proposed rule 338.2963(4)(b), would read as follows:

	(b)
	Attendance of an academic course or a continuing education program  related to the practice of social work offered by an educational program approved by the board under R 338.2923.  

If audited, the licensee shall submit an official transcript documenting successful completion of the course,   or the licensee shall submit a copy of a letter or certificate of completion showing the licensee’s name, number of credits earned, sponsor name or the name of the organization that approved the program or activity for continuing education credit, and the date or dates on which the program was held or activity completed for a continuing education program.
	Fifteen continuing education contact hours may be earned for each semester credit earned.  Ten continuing education contact hours may be earned for each quarter credit earned.

One hour of continuing education contact hours may be earned for each hour of attendance of a continuing education program.  Credit may be earned without limitation.



BOARD RESPONSE:  THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE RULES COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION.

Rule 338.2965  Rescinded.
	Rule Numbers
	Commenter
	Comment

	338.2965
	8
	The commenter thanked the board for addressing problems previously contained in this rule.


	Rules Committee Response
	R 338.2965  The rules committee recommended no change since the commenter only made a comment and did not provide a suggested edit.  



BOARD RESPONSE:  THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE RULES COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION.



2

