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March 8, 2022
Sent Via Email 

Jocelyn Benson, Secretary of State
430 W. Allegan Street
Richard H. Austin Building – 4th Floor
Lansing, MI 48918

Secretary of State Benson:

On March 4, 2022, the Michigan Department of State notified the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules (JCAR) of the withdrawal of the rule set entitled “Signature Matching for Absent Voter Ballot Applications and Absent Voter Ballot Envelopes” (2021-61 ST) to incorporate changes requested by JCAR. 

Pursuant to section 45c(3) of the Administrative Procedures Act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.245c, the Michigan Office of Administrative Hearings and Rules (MOAHR) has reviewed the rules as changed and has determined that the regulatory impact or the impact on small businesses of the rules as changed would not be more burdensome than the regulatory impact or the impact on small businesses of the rule as originally proposed.
 
The change to the “Signature Matching for Absent Voter Ballot Applications and Absent Voter Ballot Envelopes” rules removes the instruction that local election officials must begin review of a voter’s signature on an absent voter ballot application or an absent voter ballot envelope with a “presumption” that the signature is valid. MOAHR has determined that the regulatory impact and the impact on small businesses would not be more burdensome, as the change reduces confusion in the review process.

Sincerely,
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Katie Wienczewski
Director, Administrative Rules Division
Michigan Office of Administrative Hearings and Rules

cc: Adam Fracassi, Regulatory Manager, MDOS
Doug Novak, Regulatory Affairs Officer, MDOS
Mike Brady, Chief Legal Director, MDOS
Brian Remlinger, MDOS
Suzanne Sonneborn, Executive Director, MOAHR 
Adam Sandoval, Deputy Director, LARA

MICHIGAN OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS AND RULES
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